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TO 



HIS MOST EXCELLENT MAJfeSTY, 



The encouragement of.Sciencj?, wheji dei:iy.ed 
from the Throne^ demands the gratitude of a Nation, 
whose best interests are advanced by its effects ; Your 
Majesty's most gracious condescendiqpPjrU^ P^^HW^I^g Your 
august name to be affixed to our humble labours, is a 
most flattering testimony of Your Majesty's liberal sen- 
tiihents respecting Works of Art. 

The'atfemptlwe hare here made to illustrate the 
characteristic beauties of the Ecclesiastical Buildings of 
this Kingdom, in a more extensive and popular manner 
than has yet been proceeded with, contributing mate- 
rially, at the same time, towards the History of this at- 
tractive branch of our National Architecture, is, we trust, 
an undertaking of sufficient importance to secure to us, 
not only the favor of every admirer of the Fine Arts, but 
of all those who regard with feelings of interest or pride, 
whatever is connected with a gratifying retrospection of 
the gradual elevation of their country. 
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It is particularly in this point of view that we are 
emboldened to hope that our. anxious endeavour towards 
so noble an object^ will not be found altogether unworthy 
of the ai^gugt Patrop^ge it has experienced. 

Should any f^ology be necessary to contempo- 
raries^ for ovLjt ambitious *vifei;frs in this refepticrtr, it will be 
found in Your Majesty's gracious acceptance of '' The 
History of Westminster Abbey/' a former Work, by 
one of the individuals who have now the honor of sub- 
scribing themselves, with all deference to Your Ma- 
jesty, 

Ydur Majesty's 

Most dutiful and loyal subjects, 

JOHN PRESTON NEALE^ 

AND 

JOHNL&rKEVXv 
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PREFACE. 



Upon undertaking this Work it was my purpose to illustrate^ more 
AiUy than has hitherto been done, the ancient ecclesiastical archi- 
tecture of this country, and to bring together all the more interesting . 
specimens of its various styles, from the rude and simple effort, to 
the most finished and elaborate structures, in a series of plates, not 
unworthy of the present advanced state of the arts, particularly, 
architectural design and engraving. The field was certainly a most 
anq>le one, and I trust that my labors, as far as they have proceeded, 
will sufficiently shew that I have not been a careless or indiscriminate 
coUec^r of the various objects it presented. Notwithstanding, how- 
ever, the increase of patronage which the work has obtained during: 
the last twelve months, and the many flattering testimonies of appro:^ 
bation that I have received firom various quarters, the publication of 
my *^ Views of Seats" and other professional engagenifents, compel 
me to suspend my labors for the present, since I find that I cannot 
devote the attention which would be re<]piisite, in order to prosecute 
the work, with that punctuality a periodical Publication demands, so 
as to do justice both to myself and my subscribers. Yet, although not 
carried to the extent I originally contemplated, I flatter myself the. 
work will be deemed not an unimportant accession to our architec- 
tural and antiquarian publications, nor unworthy of a place in the 
library of the topographical student, as it now comprises many of 
the most interesting of the various structures belonging to the class 
it is intended to illustrate.. Upon my own more immediate share in ' 
its execution it would be arrogating too much to make, any com-; 
ment, except, that however I may have performed it, it has bc^n > 
pursued, not with the feelings of a hireling, but with the alacrity 
and ardor of one engaged in a &vorite pursuit; and,, perhaps, I* 
may be permitted to observe, tiiat the execution of the plates ge- 
nerally do honor to the artists employed upon them, and that for 
high finishing, delicacy, and taste, they will bear a. comparison 
with those of many more expensive works. To those Gentlemen 
who have so kindly supplied me with historical documents, and 
information, for the literary portion of these volumes, some of 
whose names will be found in the respective articles, I here take 
an opportunity of returning my thanks for their valuable assistance, 
as I do likewise to Mr. Thomas Moule, for the manner in which he 
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IT PREFACE. 

has conducted tins arduous part of the work. With respect to the 
history and description of each subject, no effort has been spared 
to render it as full and accurate as possible. During the publi- 
cxtioB of the work I hare abo received many excellent bmts (torn 
ammymous correspondents, of which I have- occasionally availed my- 
self and only lament that I am unable to thank personally those 
fUenda who fitrmshed them. The Churches more ftilly iUustrat^ 
in these volumes are those of Great and Litde Malvern, St. Alban's, 
Shrewsbury, imd Tewkesbury Abbeys, the Churches of Stratford- 
upon«-Avon, Croydon, Yarmouth, Thaxted, Cirencester, Melford, 
and Lavenham, with the principal Churchet^ of Oxford and Cam- 
Inidge; all these being interesting, either as examples of their re* 
spective style, or on account of the historical and antiquarian remf- 
mscences connected with them, and perhaps it will be allowed that 
tfa^ have never before been described either so fully or in so popu* 
lar a form. 

The Frontwpieces attached to these volumes sae compositions se^- 
lected from interesting specimens of sacerdotal feemiture, and monu<- 
mental remains of pecidiar sjrfendor, subjects intimately connected 
wkh ecdesiastical antiquities, and contain, in the fh*st, a representa- 
troe of the ciuioies Font^ at Stalfaam, in Norfblk, with an extraordi- 
nacy rich cover from that at SudbuFjr ; an antique muniment chest, 
from St. Mary Magdalen's, 0!sfi)rd, upon which are placed chalices, 
ftc* Wyli^am's celebrated crozier, from New College Chapel, at 
Oxford, and a pi^ocessional cross, now in the possession of the Rev. 
W. T. Spurdei»9, North Walsham, Norfolk ; above, are canopies 
from stalls in Henry the Seventh's Chapel. The second plate con* 
tamt a vkw of Archbishop Bowett's Tomb at York, h^bly wroc^ht 
aiefaes and capitabfrom Salisbury, a Churchyard Cross from Whal^ 
ley, m Lancashiie, with a sculptured Mitre from Whethamsted^s 
tomb, at St. AUban's; more distant » the Monmnent of Bishops 
Brewi^i from Exeter, part of Henry the Fifth's Chantry, and Queen 
PUlippa's Tomb, at Westminster, and a screen from York Minster. 

At a future opportumty I may probably either resume the Work, 
or select some particular Churches, to be published each separately, 
but in a precisely similar form to the present Volumes. 

JOHN PRESTON NEALE. 
Bennei Street, Biuckfrtars-Road, 
Jmnuary 6, 1826. 
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CONTENTS OP THE FIRST VOLUBfE 

OF 

VIEWS OF CHURCHES. 

CONTAINING FORTY-EIGHT ENGRAVINGS, AND TWO YIGNETTES. 



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE STOKE POGIS ST. GILES, Nobth-East. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE . CAMBRIDGE.. .... GREAT ST. MARTS, Pl. 1, The Tower. 

• •.•.«•..•••..••....• .••.•.••....... 2, Interior. 

THE HOLY TRINITY ... 1, East End. 

....... ..••»... ••..••••...•.. •....•.**••••••••••••..• 2, Interior. 

GLOUCESHiRSHIRE. CAMPDEN. ...... v ST. JAMES'S, South-East View. 

HEREFORDSHIRE... LEDBURY View op the West End. 

UIOMINSTER. ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL, Pl.1, West End. 

.•••••«•••.•••.• • .....••... ..••.;•........•..•...•..••.•.• 2, North Aisle. 

HERTFORDSHIRE .. . ST. ALBANS ABBEY CHURCH, Pl. 1, The South Side. 

2, The Nate, West End. 

3, Ditto, East End. 

1. • 4, The Choir. 

.•• •.•••.... 5, The Altar Screen. 

....•• ...S, MoN. of Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester. 

. • . • • ' • 7, South-East View. 

• » • • • • • Vignette, The Piscina in South Aisle. 

SABRIDGEWORTH ST. MARY'S, Pl. 1, South-East View. 

• •.•• •• 2, South Aisle. 

NORFOLK INGHAM THE HOLYTRINITY, Pl. 1, South-East View. 

• • 2, MoN. OF Sir Oliver Ingham. 

• ••••3, Ditto op Sir Roger De Bots, &c. 

*.... SOUTH LOPHAM... ST. NICHOLAS, The Tower. 

NORTH WAISHAM Pl. 1, The South Porch. 

• 2, The Font. 

WORSTEAD ST. MARY'S, Pl. 1, The Tower. 

•• 2, The Font and Gallery at West'Endw 

NORFOLK YARMOUTH ST. NICHOLAS, Pl. 1, South-West View. 

2, TheChoir. 

• • • •• ..•....•• 3, The Chancel. 

...*•• • • ••••• 4, The North AisLB* 
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. BULWICK ST. NICHOLAS, South Side. 

KETTERING ST.PETER AND ST. PAUL, Tower and Spirb. 

OXFORDSHIRE WITNEY. ST. MARY'S, North Side. 

SUFFOLK LOWESTOFFE ST. MARGARETS, South-East View. 

SURREY CROYDON ST. JOHN'S, Pl. I, The North Side. 

• 2, The Nave and Chancel. 

• •••.••••.••. • • 3, MoN. OF Whitoipt, &. &c. 

WARWICKSHIRE STRATFORD TRINITY, Pl. 1, North-West View. 

« 2, South Side. 

, 3, North Aisle. 

.,,., ..••••• .•••• 4, Chancel AND MoN. OP Shakspbare. 

..• • •..•••.. VioN. The Old Font. 

WORCESTERSHIRE.... EVESHAM ALL SAINTS, South Side. 

GREAT MALVERN. ST. MARY'S, Pl.1, The North Side. 

••..•• • 2, Je8U8 Chapel. 

•• • 3, The Choir. 

LITTLE MALVERN ST. GILES'S, Pl.1, South-East View. 

•••• •••• • •••••••.•• ••••••.•. 2, Interior. East End. 

THE TITLE, A Composition of Church Furniture, &c. 
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STOKE-POGIS, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

*:ui H) VICAR, ' . 

UodB i: THE REV. ARTHUR BOLD. 

X HE Parish of Stoke-Pogis, which is in the Diocese of Lincoln, and 
Deanery of Bumham, is situated in the Hundred of Stoke, about two 
miles north-north-east from Slough. 

The Church is a small structure, in the Pointed style of architecture* 
having a wooden spire : the accompanying Plate gives a north-easl 
view of it, shewing the porch ; and, in the back-ground, the monument 
erected by Mr. Penn in commemoration of the poet Gray, 

In the north wall of the chancel of this Church, under a rudely executed 
arch, ornamented with pinnacles and foliage, is an ancient tomb, supposed 
to have been erected in memory of B'tr John Molym, Knight Banneret, 
and Treasurer of the Chamber to King Edward HI. : he had obtained the 
Manor of Stoke by marriage with Egidia, the grand -daughter and heiress 
of Robert Pogis. Near the Altar, on the north side, are the engraved 
brass figures of Sir William Molyns, Knight, and Margaret his Lady. 
The knight is represented in a pointed helmet, witH sword and dag- 
ger, and has a lion at his feet; it appears, from the inscription, that 
he died on the 8th of June, 1425. Lady Margaret is habited in a boddice,. 
mantle, and veil. On the south side of the altar is a brass figure of a 
lady in a shroud, in commemoration of Eleanor ^ daughter and heires» 
of William, Lord Molyns, slain at the celebrated siege of Orleans, in 
1429, son of the above Sir William ; and wife of Robert, Lord Hunger- 
ford, who being an active adherent to Henry VI., was taken prisoner 
at the battle of Hexham, and shortly afterwards beheaded at New* 
castle : she was subsequently married to Sir Oliver Manyngham. Knt 
George, third Lord Hastings, who attended Henry VIII. at the sieges, 
of Therouenne and Tournay, and who died in 1544, after being created 
Earl of Huntingdon, was also buried here, but there is no monument 
to his memory. The Font is a large plain vessel, supported by a shaft 
with niches. 

Sir Edward Hastings, Baroi^ Loughborough, erected the ChapeL 
which adjoins this churchy as a place, of interment for his family, and, 
durected by his i^ ill that ton^bs should be raised for such of his relations 
as had b^en buried here, and that on his own tpmb should be placed 
hb effigies in CK>pper, gilt. . There are not, however^^ any sepulchral 
meioorials in this.plKce fpT the family of H|E^»tings^ so that either, the 
testator's injunctions were not complied with|^ or the monuments iam\ 
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ST. GILES'S CHURCH^ STOKE-POOIS^ BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

have been removed. In the east window is a figure of Lord Loughbo- 
rough, in painted glass ; he is represented kneeling at a desk, on which 
is an open book, and as habited in armour, with a surcoat, and the 
George suspended at his breast ; his surcoat is charged with the arms 
of the Hastings' family and their alliances ; and on each side of his 
head is a shield, one inscribed with the initials £. H., and the other 
charged with his crest, a buffalo's head erased, sab. gorged with a ducal 
coronet^ and armed, or; a mullet for difference. This Chapel contains 
a monument for Dr. Gregory Hascard, Dean of Windsor, who died in 
1708 ; he was oue of the most celebrated preachers of his time. 

The Church-yard was the scene of the well-known Elegy by Gray ; 
the following fine stanza, expressive of the thoughts arising from con- 
templation in this spot, is among those, with which, as Mr. Mason has 
recorded, that exquisite poem was originally intended to conclude; 
before the happy ideas of the '' hoary-headed swain," and his artless 
narrative, had suggested themselves to the accomplished Lyrist 

" Hark ! how the sacred calm, that breathes around. 
Bids every fierce, tumultuous passion cease : 
In still small accents whispering from the ground, 
A grateful earnest of eternal peace." 

The remains of Gray, in pursuance of his particular directions, were 
interred in a vault near the chancel-door, where those of his aunt and 
beloved mother had previously been deposited : the following inscription 
on the tombstone, or at least the latter part of it, was written by the 
l*oet. 

" In the vault beneath are deposited, in hope of a joyful resurrection, the remains of 
Mary Antrobus. She died, unmarried, Nov. v. mdccxlix. Aged lxvi. In the 
same pious confidence, beside her friend and sister, here sleep the remains of 
Dorothy Gray, widow, the careful tender Mother of many children, one of whom 
alone had the misfortune to survive her. She died, March xi. MnccLm. Aged 

UCVII." 

John Penn, Esq., the present possessor of the Manor of Stoke-Pogis, 
feeling that some tribute was due to the memory of Gray, the place of 
his sepulture even being undistinguished by any memorial, caused a 
classic monument to be erected to the Poef s honour in 1799, and under 
the direction of the late James Wyatt, Esq., in a lawn opposite to his 
mansion, and nearly adjacent to the road side. This monument, as 
mentioned above, is shewn in the Plate. 

This Parish is a discharged vicarage, valued in the king's books at 
7/. 17«. ; Lord Francis Osbom, brother to the Doke of Leeds, is the 
patron. The vicar is usually also the master of an hospital, which was 
<>riginally founded near the Church-yard in 1557, by Uie above-named 
Lord Loughborough, for a chantry-priest and four beadsmen ; after th& 
Reformation, it was appropriated to the support of a master and poor 
brethren ; and, in 1765, th^ edifice was rebuilt in a more convenient 
situation by the late Mr. Penn. 
2 
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE ; 

PERPETUAL CURATE^ 
THE REV, W. G. JUD6S0N. 



Great Saint Mary's, or the University Church, was rebuilt in the 
Beign of Henry YII., and towards its completion that monarch wa» 
a great benefactor. It was commenced in 1476, under the auspices of 
Akock, Bishop of Ely, to whom the merit of the design is usually at* 
tributed. The Church was so far completed in 1488« that the Bishop i» 
then stated to have preached a sermon in it, which lasted from one 
o'clock in the afternoon till past three. He was not dnly a prelate of 
singular learning and piety, but, possessing great skill in architecture, he 
was made comptroller of the royal buildings. This Church, but more 
particularly his yery curious, sepulchral Chapel in the Cathedral at Ely,, 
proves his ability and judgment. The body of the Church, which alone 
bears the mark of his hand, was completed in 1519, but the Tower is 
more modem, not having been erected till 16()8. John Warren was the 
architect, who died the same year it was finished, as appears by a 
tablet to his memory, against the east wall of the Chancel. 

The west end of this Church, which is commonly called Great St, 
Mary's or St. Mairy Magna, to distinguish it from another Cjburch, si* 
milarly dedicated, forms the east side of a most noble quadrangle, vide 
Plate I.; King's College Chapel, the University Library, and the Senate 
House, on the other sides, without the intervention of private edifices, give 
an air of peculiar grandeur to its site. The Tower is lofty and well pro* 
portioned, the embattled parapet has octangular turrets, surmounted hj 
balls. It contains a musical peal of ten bells, and a clock : the entrance 
porch b adorned with the royal arms boldly sculptured, and some remaina 
of painting nearly defaced. The interior of the Church is both light 
and beautiful ; our View, Plate II., is taken from the east end, so aa 
best to display its elegant proportions, and admirable uniformity of de- 
sign ; the groining of the roof is at once a specimen of the architiect'» 
taste and skill; ten clerestory windows on each side, above the archea 
of the nave, give ample light to every part of this really noble building. 
1 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



6RBAT ST. mart's CHURCH, CAMBRIDOESHIRS. 

Academical exercises were formerly performed^ and public orations 
were made in this Church; Queen J^izabeth^ while at Cambridge, in 
1564, attended the disputations here. The XJniyersity Sermons are still 
preached in this Church, except on a few particular occasions. The 
Vice Chancellor, Heads of Colleges, Noblemen, and Doctors, sit in a 
gallery, which occupies the place of the ancient Rood Loft. The Mas- 
ters of Arts and Fellow Commoners in the area of the nave ; Bache- 
lors of Arts and Under Graduates haye galleries in the Aisles, which 
were built pursuant to the directions in the will of William Worts, Esq. 
who died in 1709, and left a sum of money for that purpose. In vari- 
ous parts of the Church are memorials for Aldermen of the Corporation. 
On the south wall of the Chancel, is a mural monument to William 
Butler, D. D. who died Jan. 29, 1617; he is represented by a half- 
length figure, under an arqh, executed with much spirit; one hand rests 
upon a skull, the other holds a book; on the sides of the monument, 
are statues of Labour and Rest. Arms, uihlcp a fes$ lozengy^ between 
three covered cups, or. There is also a memorial of John Crane, Esq. 
who died in 1652; and a slab in the north aisle, to Russel IMumptree, 
M.D. who died in 1799. On the south side of the Church b a Vestry, 
and a Chapel, adjoining the Chancel. The corresponding Chapel on: 
the north side is dedicated to St. Andrew, in it is a monument to the 
memory of Thomas Lorkin, Esq. bom at Ereiidsbury in Kent, who di^d 
May 1, 1591. 

Martin Bucer, the celebrated Reformer, was invited to England by 
Archbishop Cranmer, and was received at Cambridge as a Teacher of 
Theology in 1549; he died here in 1551, and was buried in this Church 
with great funeral pomp. In the reign of Queen Mary his body was dug 
up and publicly burnt, and his tomb demblished, but it was afterwards 
set up again by order of Queen Elizabeth : several manuscripts respect-^ 
ing him are preserved in the Library of Caius CoUe^^e. 
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CAMBRIDGE. 

PERPETUAL CURATE, 
THE REV. CHARLES SIMEON, M. A. 



Xhb town of Cambridge b diyided into fourteen Parishes, of which- 
that of the Holy Trinity is the largest. The Parochial Church stands 
.j^ihe south end of Bridge-Street, and is built in the form of a cross, 
withrihe principal entrance at the north. The view of the exterior giren. 
ia plate 1, is taken from the east ; the west front, upon which the skiH. 
of the architect in many instances was exerted, and his taste employed, 
to devise ornaments, being here concealed by the contiguous houses., 
13ie Chancel and body of the Church, are of small extent when com*-, 
pared with the: noble Transepts or Chapels, which rise considerably^ 
a^i^Q the roof of the Chancel, and admit of a series of clerestory wiu^ 
dows. The architecture of this part of the Church is of a more florid^ 
character, having been erected at a later period. The east window of 
the Church, which is a prominent feature of our exterior view, is divided 
by .its mullions into, four bays. The Tower, which has been recently* 
re-efecled atthe expense of the Parishioners, is at the west end; and, 
contains a peal of five bells; each angle of the parapet surrounding, 
tlM Tower is ornamented with a small turret, terminating in a pinnacle,^ 
and, above the whole, rises a small, but well proportioned Spire. . ■ • , 

Thii^ Church was formerly appropriated to, the Abbey of Wesi 
Dereham, in Norfolk, a Monastery founded by Hubert Walter, who^ 
became Archbishop of Canterbury in 1193, and cpntinued at ihe head* 
of the ecclesiastical power in the reigns of Richard I. and John, till 
1207. When the present edifice was erected, cannot be discovered : it ' 
appears from Lysons's Magna Britannia, under Cambridgeshire, that it 
wa^i destroyed by fire in the year 1174, in the time of Henry II., and^ 
that it> was afterwards rebuilt; but no part of the architecture of this: 
bufldingjcan be referred tovwithin a century of that early period. , 

At the dissolution of Monasteries, which preceded the Reformation, 
this^ living, was annexed to the Episcopal See of Ely, the Bishop 
of which Diocese appoints a sequestrator or Vicar. The Rev. Charles^ 
S^ieon, M. A., and Fellow of King's College, the present incumbent,. 
Jias distinguished himself both by his eloquence and fall wxitiDgs. 
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CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY, CAHBRIDOB. 

Plate 2, represents the very noble interior of this Church, taken from 
the west end, with a full view of the remarkably fine Transepts, which 
are built in the richest style of ecclesiastical architecture,- und may be 
attributed to the time of Henry YI.* In each, the florid character 
of the ornaments, as well as the disposition of the windows, is some- 
what varied, but both the Cross Aisles may still be assigned to the 
same architectural aera, and are equally admirable for the purity of taste 
displayed in the sculptural decorations ; the groining of the ceilings iA 
peculiarly elegant In the south Transept, beneath the clerestory win- 
dows, is a very richly carved moulding or string course, composed of 
Strawberry leaves, in the manner of the ducal coronet ; this Aisle con- 
tains a marble slab to the memory of William Spekes, who died Decem- 
ber 1, 1666, and to Elizabeth Spekes, his wife, who died on the Si4thx>f 
January, 1693. 

' In the North Aisle, against the east wall, is an elegant altar tomb'^ 
enclosed with rails, erected to commeinorate Sir Robert Tabor, Knight^ 
an eminent physician in the reign of Charles II., who first administered 
the bark with success in intermittent fevers, and who was buried here 
on the seventeenth of Nov. 1681 ; the monument bears his armorial 
achievement, viz. Azure, on a chevron engrailed^ between three Kdn»^ 
heads erased, or; three leopards' faces of the first: over it is the crest, a 
Uon's head, or; and, beneath the shield, the motto, soks occidere etye^ 
dire possint. 

The Chancel, which is the most ancient part of the present building, 
is comparatively low : over the communion table, and under the east 
window, is a scriptural painting, within a frame, of Jesus Christ a^ 
pearing to Mary Magdalen, as an altar-piece. Against the nort!h Wall 
of the Chancel is a handsome monument to the memory of Elizabeth 
Peyton, the eldest daughter of Richard Anderson, Esq., of HertfoKii- 
shire, and widow of Robert Peyton, Esq. ; she died on the 26th ot 
April, 1659, at the age of 53 ; upon the tomb is the arms of Peyton, viz, 
sable, a cross ingraikd or, in the dexter canton a mallet argent, impaling 
those of Anderson, viz. : argent, a chevron between three cross crosslets 
Jlory, sable. Another monument records the death of Susan, the 
daughter of Samuel Gatward, Esq., and Elizabeth, his wife, on the 
19th of December, 1767> and of Samuel, their son, who died on the 9th 
-of May, 17 L2. Arms sculptured, a chevron ermine between three herons, 
impaling a bend between two mullets. There is also a memorial of Ed- 
ward Lawe, Gent. Irenarcha ac Senator, qui obiit. May dO, 1675, 

M l . I Ml. !■ ' ■ 11 I ... I . ^ > f ■ I .1 ■ 

* It is a singula^ fact, that during the commotions between the houses of York and Lan- 
caster, and their adherents, so prejudicial to the progress of the arts of civilization, archi- 
tecture in England flourished in a greater degree, ride Dallaway's Aaecdotes of the Arts 
in England, pk 1^ 
2 
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CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRtNITT| CAMBRIDOB. 

with liis arms, yiz.^ oh a croBS, Jive erossleU formy ; the latter is partly 
concealed by the rails which enclose the Communion Table. 

The Tower is raised on lofty pointed arches ; those opening upon 
tiie Transepts are curiously ornamented in their mouldings, with a tre« 
f((Hl headed panelling of a bold character. Against the east wall of 
tile Nave, on the north side of the arch, opening upon the Chancel, is a 
large and handsome sepulchral memorial to Francis Percy, Esq., Al- 
derman of Cambridge, and also a Captain in the Militia, who died May 
6, 1711, set 67, and to Margaret, his wife, who died on the 20th of 
September the same year : by her he had issue, six sons and six daugh- 
ters. Two of his sons, Algernon and Henry, are also buried here. Hia 
eldest son^ Francis Percy, was a Captain in the Navy. It is recorded 
.upon the monument, that this family was a branch of the ancient and 
noble House of Percy, whose chief seat is at Alnwick Castle, in Nor- 
thumberland. Arms, or, a lion rampart, azure, impaling, argent, on 
41 cross, sable, ^ve Hons rampant, or. 

On the south wall is a mural monument to the memory of the Rev. H4^ 
Martyn, Fellow of St John's College, who died at Tokal, Oct 16, 
1812, in his way from Shiraz to Constantinople. He had been Curate 
of this Parish for about two years ; and went from thence, as Chaplain 
to the East India Company to Bengal, where he translated the New Tes- 
tament into the Hindoostanee language, as he did also afterwards at 
Shiraz into the Persian language. The memoir of his life, in a single 
volume, is inferior in interest to no book in the English language. 
And under it, another to Mr. Charles Wagstaff. Against a pillar, 
near the end of the Nave, is a memorial of Samuel Conant, A. M., of 
Magdalen College, Oxford. Arms, gules, ten billets, or. There is also a 
marble slab in Uie Nave, commemorating Dorothy Folkes, who died 
October 1, 1710: she was the posthumous daughter of Martin Folkes, 
Esq., of Hillington, in Norfolk, and of Dorothy, his wife. The font 
at the west end of the Church is of an octagonal form, of stone, with 
a wooden cover ; the organ is also at the west end. 

The Church-yard, as may be seen in our view of the exterior, is 
crowded with monumental records ; amongst which are tombs of Joseph 
Purchas, who died 1721, set 48 ; William CoUis, Gent. ; John, the son 
of John and Abigail Alders, ob. 1702, set. 15. Another for John 
Wardall, who died Nov. 23, 1723, «t 8a 

*^e table of benefactors to the Parish of the Holy Trinity hangs up 
against the south wall of the Church. Henry Wray, of this Parish^,, 
Stationer, in 1628, gave an Alms-house for eight widows, to receive a 
wee)dy allowance. 
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ESSEX; 

RBCTOR, 
REV. JOHN HERRINOHAM, M.A. 



This Charch U situated upon an eminence^ on the southern bank of the 
river Stour, and is in the hundred of Hinckford : the Church«yard com-, 
mands an extensiye prospect; the two churches of Sudbury, those of 
Long M elford and layenham, are distinctly recognised, with several 
a&ers in Suffolk. Both the body of the Church and Chancel are of one 
pace, tiled, and at the western extremity is a square tower, wherein are 
three bells. 

The following inscription is upon a plate of brass, inlaid in black 
marble, in the chancel : 

flic in Domino reqniescit Johanaet Dirhame» filins terttm Thorns Doilianie de 
WestDurhtmeincom.Norf.Aimgcn. QmcwniezagintaetseptemtnnqtyiziiNt 
Ticessimo Bono die mensis Julii ; anno verbi incaniati, 1601, morte pTSieptu est 

Against the north wall of the chancel is a tablet inscribed as follows : 
The Eev. William Heiringham, A.M. late itctor of this parish and Chadwell St. 
Mary's, in this county, Prebendaiy of Mora, St. Paul's, ob. 22 Febiy. 1819. 
" Multis ille bonis flebilis occidit." 

And on the southern ^ide, near to the altar, another tablet : 

Sacred to the memoiy of the three dawghtets of the Her. WHliaan Herrii^am, 
rector of this parish ; Anna Maria* the 2nd daii^ter, who died 6ih Febmaiy, 
1796, aged 9 yeara, was buried at Chipping Ongar in this county ; (Catharine, the 
eldest daughter, who died 22nd Jme, 1811, aged 25 years; and Elizabeth Mary 
Althea, the third dangfater, who died 1st January, 1812; are intnred in a Tault 
on l!he outside of this chancel. 

There is also in the chancel an ancient marble monument The 
effigy of the person to whose memory it is erected, is placed between 
two piDars suj^rting an elegant cornice. She is represented as in the 
act of dcTotion, kneding upon a cushion, her hands clasped, and before 
her is a book opened. Above the entablature is the representation of a 
glory, encircled by cherubim, and beneath, on a neat tablet of black 
marble, this inscription : 

Pulvis in hoc tumulo Waldegravi Magdala proles 

Unaque Southcotti ^nsa sepulta jacet. 
Virgo pudica, Parens foecunda, Piissima tpousd, 

Sponsa, tenaz fidei libera vixit opum. 
Mortem vita dedit, Vitam quam Vita negavit 
Mors dedit, O adsis Mors, fera Vita vale. 
Obiit octavo die Scptembris, 1698. 
The family arms are curiously wrought and affixed to several parts of 
die monument. 

The most conspicuous ornament of this Church, is a superb monu- 
ment in memory of Sir Edward Waldegrave, Knt, the lady Fruices his 
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BORLBY CHURCH^ B8«SX. 

* . 

wife, aad their five children, as represented in the plate ; it is about 
fourteen feet in height* nine feet in length, and five in breadth, 
erected in the body of the church against the north and eastern walls; the 
richly finished entablature at the summit, is supported by six pillars of 
beautiful marble, of the Corinthian order ; underneath, at their base, 
are placed two recumbent figures, at full length, of Sir Edward Walde- 
graye, and Lady Frances Waldegraye, executed in marble, and of supe* 
rior workmanship ; their hands are uplifted, as in prayer; the head of Sir 
Edward reclines on his helmet, that of his wife on a pillow ; at his feet 
is placed an urn ; at those of Lady Frances a squirrel. Within five com- 
partments, of which three are on the south side, and two at the head 
of the tomb, are the effigies of their five children, the name of each 
affixed above, with their marriages, as follows : 

Chariet Waldegraye married Jeronima, daughter of Sir Henry JeminghaBi, Knt ; 
Nicholas Waldegrave married Katherine, daughter of '^^^stim Browne, Esq. ; Mary 
Waldegrave married Sir John Petre, Knt.; Katherine Waldegrave mairied 
Thomas Gawen, Esq. ; Magdalen Waldegrave mairied John Southcote. 

Upon two tablets of black marble, which are placed round the edge 
of the cornice, is this inscription : 

Edvardus obiit ab incamatione Domini millesimo quingentesimo sexagesimo primo -, 

anno etatis sus quadragesimo quarto ; primo die mensis Septembris. 
Frandsca obiit ab incamatione Domini millesimo quingentesimo nonogenmo nono ; anno 
aetatis sue septuagesimo ; decimo octavo die mensis Octobris. 

En jacet Edvardus tumulo Waldegravus in isto, 
£t comes ante tori comes est Frandsca sepulchri 
Nttdos fata gsenus relevavit, transiit, auzit 

Conjux, Vir, Proles alimento caroere vita 
En homo quid tituli, quid prosit stemma vel aurum. 

Si tua vitalis deserat ossa calor. 
Nil superesse vides, homini compage soluta 
Terra, suum repetit, siderajiufque secum. 

At the summit of the entablature the arms of this family are curiously 
wrought in freestone, with the intermarriages of the sons and daughters 
underneath ; the whole is richly ornamented, painted, and gilt, and pro- 
tected by iron palisades. 

Sir Edward Waldegrave was master of the great wardrobe to .Queen 
Mary, her chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, and one of her privy 
council ; also M. P. for Essex, in the Parliament which assembled on 
January 20th, 1657, and sat until that Queen's demise. His family, 
originally from Waldegrave, in Northamptonshire, were many genera- 
tions resident on the banks of the Stour, in this quarter, at Smallbridge, 
in Buers St Mary's, Suffolk, within which church several are interred 
with monuments, and at Borley and Lawford, in thb county : they were 
afterwards seated at Navestock, in the hundred of Pngar, which is still 
the burial place of the family. 
2 
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LAMBOURNE, ESSEX; 

RECTOR^ 

REV. ROBERT SUTLEFFE, B.D. 



This Church was given by Robert de Lamboume to the Canons of 
Waltham Holy Cross, in the reign of Henry HI. ; it afterwards became 
a Rectory, and continued in their gift till the dissolution, when it came 
successively into the hands of Sir Anthony Cook, Nicholas Bacon, Ca- 
tharine Barefoot, &c. 

Dr. Thomas Tooke purchased the advowson of Nich. Staphurst, of 
Billericay, in 1712, and bequeathed it to Corpus Christi College, at 
Cambridge, of which he had been a fellow. 

The building is small, being not more than seventy feet in length by 
twenty-one in breadth, and is not an otject of any particular interest, 
excepting for its interior beauty and the very fine Monuments it con- 
tains, of which we have given a view. The Chancel, however, is orna- 
mented with three windows of stained glass, and a fourth, containing five 
pieces of purious old painting, viz. a representation of the Smooth Ways 
of Sin and the Rugged Paths of Virtue; the Nativity; the Adoration of 
the Magi; Christ walking on the Sea; and the Crucifixion: these were 
brought from Basle in 1817, and bear a German inscription. 

At the East end, upon the north side of the Altar, is a marble monu- 
ment to the memory of Dr, Thomas Wynnyff, Bishop of Lincoln, Dean of 
St Paul's, and Rector of this Parish, ob. 19th Sept. 1654, aet. 78. The 
Neither of the Bishop was also buried here, John Wynnyfi^, of Sherboume, 
Dorset, Gent, ob. 27th Sept. 1630, set. 92. Opposite to the Bishop's 
Monument is one of white and grey marble, to the memory of Dr. Tho- 
mas Tooke, ob. 24th May, 1721, set 54. 

Outside the rails of the Altar, in the centre, is buried the body of the 
Rev. Michael Tyson, B. D. F.R.S., a celebrated antiquary and Rector 
of this Parish, who died in 1780, but no inscription records his inter- 
ment. 

1 
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ST. MARY AND ALL SAINTS^ LAMBOURNE^ ES8SX. 

A monument in the Chancel, and over the Communion Table con- 
tains the figure of Faith, after the design of Sir Joshua Reynolds, for the 
window of New College Chapel, at Oxford ; and upon a marble tablet is 
this inscription : 

Within the walls of this Church rests the body of Judith, Dowager Lady Root, 
the daughter and heiress of John Bedingfeld» £sq.» of Beeston, in Norfolk, and 
wife of the Rev. Edward Lockwood, of Dews Hail, in this Parish and County* 

In 1749 she married, 1st, to Sir John Bous, Bart, of Henham Hall, Sufiblk, 
and, by him, was the mother of John, thfe present Lord Rous : 2ndly, of Frances, 
the late wife of Sir Henry Peyton, Bart : and Sidly, of Louisa, wife of John 
Birch, Esq. By her second husband she left no issue, and died in Portman 
Square, London, September 10th, 1794. 

Near unto her are likewise deposited the remains of the Rev. Edward Lockwood, 
third son of Richard Lockwood and of Matilda Vernon, Rector of Hanwell, in 
Oxfordshire^ and of Kingsthorp, in the county of Northampton, who died, January 
, 22nd, 1802, aged 82 years. 

His second son, Edward Lockwood Percival, Esq., having sustained with the 
resignation and fortitude which became him, as a Christian and as a man,, the 
pfotracted sufferings of a severe and painful illness, departed this life, July 6th, 
1804. June 15, 1790, he married Louisa, the second daughter of the late Lord 
George Manners Sutton, of Kelham, in the county of Nottingham, youngest son 
of John, the third Duke of Rutland, and by her, who died February 5th, 1800, 
left four surviving children, viz* Edward, George Hervey, Louisa Elizabeth, and 
Frances Lucy : 

Whereof George Hervey, bom February 1st, 1793, Captain in Hb Majesty's 
Coldstream Regiment of Foot Guards, followed his excellent parents, November 
11th, 1815. He was not more respected in the public duties of his profession 
than respectable and beloved in the endearing intercourse of domestic life. Those 
who knew him best will bear the readiest testimony to the merits of his cha- 
racter, and will join with his sorrowing relations in deploring their early and 
untimely loss. 

Against the South wall is a Monument of white marble to the memory 
of the Rev. John Tooke, A. M. ob. Nov. 6, 1746, aet. 67, and of his 
fiamily : in height it is about nine feet, and of a pyramidal shape ; on the 
basement is a long Latin inscription : 

On the floor adjacent to the North wall of the Church is a slab, inlaid 
with brass, thus inscribed : 

<©f pout C^arpte prap for tfje &n\xltfi of 

UtAttt 2Barefoot, €pte?pn anti Mmtt of 

London, and fiatfjerpne ip^ l©pff ; tofjpcfte 

Itobert Dere^j^pO tfje xxv Dap of %mt, i646, on tojbo^e 

&mlt^ pe Eoro %'\}\x Jjahe mwp* 

Between the two windows of the Chancel, on the north side^ is a mural 
monument, six feet in length, and upon a pyramid of white and veined 
marble this bscription : 
2 
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Near diis place lye tlie remains of Mn. Matilda LodLwood, daughter of Geof^ 
Vernon, Esq., of Sudtrary, in Derbyshire, by Catherine, daughter of Sir Thomas 
Vernon, Knt, and wife of Richard Lockwood, Esq., of Dews Hall, in this 
parish, with whom she lived in all conjugal affection 31 tears, and had 4 nume- 
rous o£&pring, of which five sons and two daughters are now living. To her 
husband she endeared herself by every act of kindness and condescension«-to 
her children by an attentive and impartial care of them, vnth a prudent, not in- 
dulgent tenderness^— to her relations she was respectfid — with her friends re- 
maikably cheerful, q>en, and sincere — to all mankind affiible — ^to her inferior 
very obUging ; and by all who knew her, whether near or at a distance, die wis 
esteemed one of the most amiid>le and best of women ; fat she had all the ad- 
vantages of a natural charming temper, accomplished behaviour, and good un- 
derstanding, that could adorn this life ; and all the inward blessings of Christian 
virtue and piety which might entitle her to a better. She died November 25th, 
in the year of onr Lord 1743, and 54th of her age. To whose memory her loving 
and mournful husband put up this marble as the last tribute of his esteem. 

Be it sacred likewise to the memory of Richard Lockwood, Esq., second son of 
Richard Lockwood, Esq., of Gayton, in Northamptonshire, by Susannah, daugh- 
ter and sole heiress of Edward Cutts, Esq. Early in life he went to Tui^ey to 
improve his fortune, but his elder brother dying, to whose estate he was heir, he x 
returned to England, and being of an active disposition, not only carried on an 
extensive traffic for some years, but being chosen into several parliaments, gave 
a constant attendance, serving his country and constituents with an untainted in- 
tegrity, and unshaken firmness. In the deoline of life, thinking himself inci^ble 
of doing his country any farther public service, he retired from the fatigues of bn- 
sness to his seat at Dews Hall, and passed the last scene of his life in a cheeiful 
enjoyment of his family and friends, and a truly religious service of his God. 
Thus prepared, he arrived at that period of life, which at best is but labour and 
sorrow, and by a gradual decay, expired on the 31st day of August, 1756, in the 
78th year of his age. 

On the other side of the north window of the Chancel is an elegant 
monument of white marble, by the late Joseph Wilton^ R. A., beanng 
a figure of Hope reclining upon an urn, in alto relievo : upon the urn are 
the arms of Lockwood, impaling Conyers, and this inscription on the 
base — 

Near this place are interred the remains of John Lockwood, Esq., second son of 
Richard Lockwood, of Dews Hall, in this county. He married Matilda, second 
daughter of Edward Conyers, Esq., of Copt Hall, in Essex, by whom he had a 
daughter, Matilda, bom April 8th, 1763, now living. This memorial vras erected 
by his afflicted widow in the year of our Lord 1778. In the same vault, are since 
deposited, the remains of the above-mentioned Matilda Lockwood, widow, who 
surviving her husband upwards of sixteen years, died June 3rd, 1793, in the 
sixty-seventh year of her age. 

Opposite to this last is a monument of a pyramidal form, bearing the 
arms of Lockwood, impaling Vernon, and this inscription : 

Sacred to the memory of Anna Catharina, wife of Richard Lockwood, Esq., of 
Dews Hall, in this parish. She died on May 31st, 1757, aged 47 years. In the 
ftune vault are intened the remains of the aforesaid Richaord Lockwood, Esq., who 
I died on March 25th, 1797, aged 84 years. 
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In the large windowy on the right hand, and which a^oins the Chan- 
cely if « marble tablet^ with this inscription : 

To the affectionately beloved^ and tmly honoured memoiy of Matilda Lockwood 
Maydwell, who» in the bloom of youth, resigned herself to her God, on the 
22nd of March, A. D. 1800, and to her infant daughter, aged three weeks and 
two days, the much afflicted husband and father erects this small token of his 
sincerest regard. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, but Uesied be 
the name of the Lord. 

Arms of Lockwood, impaling Maydwell and Lockwood. 

In Ihe Churchyard is the tomb of Admiral Sir Edward Hughes, K. B. 
late of Chigwell, in this county, ob. 17th January, 1794, «t. 77. Lady 
Ruth Hughes, his wife, ob. aoth Sept. 1800, set 69. David Ball, 
£sq.» late of Bishops Hall, in this parish, ob. 17th Aug. 1798, set 38. 
Captain Henry Ball, R. N. ob* 6th Aug, 1792, «t. 38; her sons by 
her first huslumd. 
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ESSEX; 

VICAR, 
REV. THOMAS JEE, M. A. 



TiiAXTSD k sitaaAed on th'6 river Chelmer^ near its source, in the 
Hundred of Dnnodow. On comparing the stately •Church with the 
Town in which it tftands, one can scarcely forbear wishing to know by 
what means so fair and oostly a stracture arose. It is true the Town 
was fotmeriy of more consequence than it is at present, but the abilities 
of the inhabitants, eVen in its most flourishing state, would appear 
greatly inadequate to an undertaking, which in the present period would 
require more than ten years' rents of the whole parish, and when lands 
were less improved, must have cost double that sum to complete it. 

None of tiie rates, or other accounts respecting the first, rise of the 
building are extant, but during the whole time in which it was carrying 
on, wherever the churchwardens are mentioned, we always find four of 
them. Within the same period, in one small part of the Parish, many 
donations of land occur, which were immediately sold, and it is pre- 
sumed, were given to raise money for promoting the work at the Church. 
If the donations in other parts of the Parish were equally liberal, the 
sums supplied by them must have been very considerable, and will suf- 
ficiently account for the display of many armorial bearings on the ceiling 
of the Church, which are known to have belonged to the inhabitants, it 
being usual to place the arms of benefactors in a conspicuous situation. 
Archbishop Parker, in a letter to the Lord Treasurer and Queen Eli- 
zabeth, thus writes, ** I am requested to signifie at whose charges the 
Reparations of the Chaunsell of Thaxted, appropriated to the Priory of 
Stoke, whereof I was the late Dean, ought to be done. Your Honours 
shall understand, that the College did use to bear the Charges, ex- 
cepting that for the glazing, the College bore two parts, and the Vicar 
the third; and thus pray 1 your good Honours to extend your favour 
for convenient allowance in the maintayning of such fair edifices, builded 
of good zeal and devotion of our predecessors, to God's Glory, and the* 
comfort of the people, which in that Parish are very great. Thus, I 
commit your Honours, &c. Lambeth, 12ih September." The year is 
not mentioned, but on 25th February, 1662, a warrant was issued firom 
the Marquess of Winchester, Lord Treasurer, for the repairs of tins 
Church. It is certain, however, that the parbhioners of Thaxted were 
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TUAXTED CHURCH^ IRSBVX. 

greatly assisted in finishing the structure by seTeral noble personages 
connected with the Chiurch and the college at Stoke, in Suffolk. 

Eluric, a noble Saxon, founded seven prebends in the Church of 
Clare, in Suffolk, temp. Edward the Confessor, of which the Church of 
lliaxted and the tithes of the domain of Clare made one. 

Gilbert de Clare annexed that Church to the Abbey of Bee, in Nor- 
mandy, in the year 1090. Richard, his son, upon rebuilding his Castle at 
Clare, removed this endowment to the neighbouring Parish of Stoke, 
in 1124. 

Sichard II., in the year 1306, discharged them from their dependence 
op the Norman Abbey of Bee. This Monastery, at Stoke, was by' 
King Edward IV., converted into a College, consisting of a dean and 
six canons, under the patronage of the House of York, in whom it 
remained till the time of Edward VI., but in the first year of his reign it 
was dissolved. 

The dimensions of the Church at Thaxted, withinside, exclusive of 
, tl^e thickness of the walls,, and the projection of the buttresses, is 183 
feet in length, and 87 feet in breadth. It is'buil^ Cathedral wise, with 
a transept between the body and Chancel, and a noble Tower and 
Spire ; the latter of which having been greatly damaged by lightning in 
the year 1814, was wholly rebuilt about 1822, by Mr. Chessbyre, of 
Over Whitaker, near Coleshill, Warwickshire ; the repairs to the Tower, 
including all expenses of carrying the ston^, &c. amounted to about 1,100/. 

As the architecture throughout is of the pointed kind, no part Is pre* 
sumed to be older than the reign of Henry III., at which time indeed 
the benefactions of the inhabitants of Thaxted, to the neighbouring 
Abbey of Tiltey, were more frequent than is consistent with the de- 
mands of so great an object for the exercise of their piety at home. 

This Church was most probably commenced in the reign of Edward 
III., but its several parts have been evidently erected at different times, 
as appears from the variety of style in the architecture, and from other 
circumstances. 

PLATE I.— SOUTH-EAST VIEW. 

The South Aisle and South Transept are unquestionably the oldest 
parts of the Church, but it is difficult to assign a priority to either ; the lat- 
ter indeed bears upon it the greatest marks of decay, but the former has 
undergone the most repairs. The South Aisle is the most plain, having 
no pilasters for its ornament on the interior, and had originally no but- 
tresses for its support ; the mullions of its windows are of a more sim- 
ple, and consequently cheaper form than any others in the whole 
Church, and the glass first placed in them appears to have been plain ; 
the painted windows, which have since adorned this Aide, being cer- 
tainly of a more recent date than the fabric itself. 
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THAXTBD CHURCH, itfSSBX. 

The South Transept presents a different appearance, and no expense 
seems to have been spared; from some circumstances it is supposed 
this portion of the building was erected by the munificence of a lady. 
The twelve smaller lights in the great window seem to have been origi- 
nally filled with representations of female saints ; of these, four are still 
known by their attributes to be St Mary, St Affra, St Catharine, and 
St Petronilla. 

Elizabeth de Clare was at khis time patroness of the monastery of 
Stoke, and it is not unlikely, that from her encouragement, this building 
was proceeded with. The arms of William de Burgh, Earl of Ulster, 
son to Lady Clare, occur, upon the entrance into the nave, in four of its 
windows, which part is supposed to have been built before his death, 
about 1340. The Font is of very particular structure, and the resem- 
blance in style between it and the monument which Edward III. erected 
for his father, shews it to be nearly coeval with the nave in which it 
stands. 

The South Porch was evidently erected after the Aisle, and most 
probably subsequent to the nave of the Church : a coronet over the arch 
of entrance denotes it to have been the benefaction of a noble person. 
It is therefore concluded, that Lionel, Duke of Clarence, was the 
founder, from his family connexion with the House of Clare. The 
North Aisle and North Transept .are attributed to Edmund Morti- 
mer, Earl of March and Ulster, to whom three-fourths of the Manor of 
Thaxted belonged. In the principal window of the north Transept is re- 
presented a knight in armour, bearing on his shield the arms of Mortimer. 
The Earl died in 1381, before the windows, on this side, are presumed 
to have been completed ; for amongst the badges, the rose, en soldi, the 
cognizance of Edward IV. was conspicuous, as well as a dragon wreath- 
ed round a stump, or ragged staff. This part of the Church was greatly 
damaged.by a storm, December 2, 1763, when the painted windows were 
nearly destroyed, but the figure of the Earl of Mortimer was most fortu- 
nately preserved, and replaced at the re-erection of the north window in 
1766. 

The arms of March and Ulster, in the groined roof of the tower of the 
church, seem to indicate the hand of a Mortimer engaged in its founda- 
tion. 

The Tower of the Church, containing eight bells, is of very fine pro- 
portion, and the spire uncommonly elegant t it is embellished with large 
crockets on the angles, and for its needle-like appearance, so much ad- 
mired in structures of this kind, few parish spires will fall under our 
notice, which exceed that we are here treating of. 

The whole fabric, excepting the north porch, may be considered as 
having been completed about the year 1465. It has, however, been sug- 
gested, that the old church was not taken down, until the present one was 
3 
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ii«arly completedy as there are restiges of the old foundattoa on die 
ffottth aod east sides^ aad this in some measure accounts for the Chancel 
being of l^ter construclion than the aisles and other parts of the church. 

PLATE II.~VIEW OF THE NORTH PORCH, 

The fiTwrth Porch wti undoubtedl j constructed by the munificence 
of King Edward IV. > but at a subsequent period of his reign. Ill twa 
Targe oonpartmenls are seen the Royid Arms, and hi the arches of 
die t#o widows, over these arms, are scidptured, two crowns, sup- 
ported each of them by a hand, and below^ upon the janlbs of each 
window, are heads of men and women. Between the winddwii is a very 
rich cano^ed nidie, formeriy containing a statue of the Virgin Mary, 
and httving at its base the emblems of the Holy Trinity. 

Badges of Henry Till, and Catharikie of ArragoOy appear in the 
south aide^ as the porteullisy pomegranates, 4 roise charged wilh a bend, 
^c. At the spring of the arch, at the east end of the aisle, are a ftettr 
de lit, heads of fions, roses> &6. <^posite to which is 1^ Martyrdom of 
St Catharine* In one of the widdoWs also, orer th^ arms of Plantage- 
net, is the figure of St. Catharine, with her right blind on a wheel, and 
her left resting on a naked sword. Of the arms in the roof of this aisle, 
one belonged to the Heggs, a family which flourished here as early as 
Edward III., another to the Yaldyns of Ae same period. 

The Benefaction of Henry and his Queen was probably made about 
l&Sl, when they passed through Thaxted, on their way to Easton Lodge, 
or Horeham Hall. On die roof of the south aisle are seen the water 
bougets, and bourchier knot, the well known cognizances of Henry, Earl 
oi Essex, temp. Henry VIII. 

Hie Nave, or Body of this Church, appears not to] have sufficient 
width in proportion to its length, when compared with the aisles^ The 
pillars- also which support it are plain, and the arches heavy; but4lie 
beautiful windows in th^ clerestory amply recompense these defects. 

PLATE ni*— VIEW OF THE EAST END, INTERIOR. 

The period of the erection of the Chancel may be ascertained by an 
examination of the armorial bearings in the various parts. Besides many 
of the badges of the House of York, in the windows of the north aisle 
are the royal arms of Edward IV. almost entire, with the remains of 
other shields, containing the arms and quarterings of Plantagenet, 
March, Ulster, and Greneville, fragments of a male, and a female figure, 
&C. The carvings on the reading desks represent heads and paws of 
lions, dragons, pelicans, roses, falcons, and swans, together with a con- 
tinued series of griffins and lions placed near the basement. The East 
window is now filled with modern painted glass, containing the arms and 
cognizanpes from the roof of the church. 
4 
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THAXTBD CHURCH« ESSEX. 

Niches mud piscins, slill reBntiBiag ill tile faransepis, and at the east 
ends of the aisles of the ehancel, belonged to distinct chapek. Two 
oC these were called The Chapel of the Holy TVinity, and St June's 
Ohapel ; a third/ from the^imaments iip<m the roof, made, it appears^ at 
the eiqpen^ of Thomas Dronght, atad Agues hb wife« may have been ft 
Chapel of our Lady, and tiie fourth probably b^onged to St John the 
Baptist, whose GaHd, and that of the Holy Rood, were the prindpal. 
According to some authorities the Church was originally dedicated to 
Si. John the Baptist,' thongh odiers mentioa the Virgin Maiy and St. 
Lawrence for its patrons. Beaidbs the Hig^ Altar, with the lights be^ 
feve the Crucifix in the Rood Loft, tfiere were ip this Church the Altar 
c^ St Lawrence, with Onr Ijuly.'a light there; the AlUrs of St Um^ 
garet and St Thomas, of Canteibnry; and the lights of St James, St 
CatlHurine, The Holy Viigin, St George the Martyr, and St Peter. 
The best piece of painted ghsa in the Church has been at the east end 
Of the north aisle of the Chancel ; the sul^ject is Abraham going to offer 
liis Son, and enough of it k left to make m wkh the whole was re^ 
Inainittg. 

The tradition of a miracle that was wroi^t here, k said to be com^ 
memorated by the following inscription : 

Vf t^e .ilkafell tit out 

. The painting to which this served as a title is defaced, but the person 
who gave it a place in the Church, ^as of the family of Wentworth, to 
whom, from the 18th year of Edward IV., a fourth part of the Manor of 
Thaxted belonged. 

The following InVentory occurs amongst the parish papers, and seems 
to h^ve been taken on the-Guild day of the Saints mentioned in it, by 
the fraternity who had the isuperintendence of their altar. 

Memarmukm tkmi tkek he tie MudimemU^ p^rteyuing to Ow l/ufy, oMd 

Our Xdufy Amnifn 
hapmokt A Book ami Chalice. 
htm ; A Vettmont of red, and anodyr of pvpoll, and the thiid of murreyn, with all the 

thyngt perteymng to theym exc^t GyrdiH. 
One Gaiment of blew VelWeytj a crown, with ttones sett in aTver; a pair of Beids of 

Ciirall, with Gawds « of silver with silver Tangs, ^ sir Perlis, two Walsyngham Bruches. * 
A Gannent of Black Velvett, with one pair of Beids of Jeitts,* with Qanda of silver ; two 

Stons of Cristal; a Tang of silver; a Walsmgham Broeh. 
AFazBiodd; twoAi7tia;« aPelowofiilk; a €k>verelbth ; a Gorprax ;7 two Candflrtyks 

with Pyills,* and ^e third without Pyills ; eight Awtiur Clothes j three Towels. 
Four Snytts of Haogyngs about ^e Auter ; three painted Cbths. 

' Boodments. s Ornaments. s '^^^*' * Broches, snch as our Lady 

of Walsinghamwore. » Jett. < Books oontainiag ^e Ave Mary, or service to 

the Virgin. 7 Apaten for the Holy Wafen. • The 8t«n between the socket 

and foot of the candlestick, 
5 
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The Monks of Stoke suppKed this Chufdi with chaplafos, uBtil Roger 
Niger, Bishop of London, caused a Vicarage to be endowed bete in 
the reign of Henry III. There was a Chantry here under the dire<^on 
of the Guild of St. John the Baptist, from the time of Edward IIL or 
soonel*, the clear value of which at the suppression was 9^^ lis. 1 JA, of 
this 61. Gi. ed, was paid yearly to the Chaplain. 

Besides this Chantry, there was a multitude of Obite, of which the 
Vicar had the celebration. 

There was formerly an Organ in this Church, which appears by an 
entry, 10th June, 3d Edward VI. John Aburforthe, the Churdiwarden, 
charges in his accounts, 1/. 6». 8«f. for a year's salary paid to the Organ 
player. It does not appear when this Organ was erected, but most pror 
bably it was in the reign of Edward IV., soon after the completion of 
4he Church. In 1481, Robert Wedow, Bachelor in Music, was made 
Vicar here. From the paintings and sculptures in and about the great 
window of tiie North Transept, many of which have allui^on to music, 
that part of the Church seems to hare been injteiided for the Orj^, and 
the situation of the pew belonging to the singers, which until within these 
few years adjoined tiie Nortii Transept, makes it likely that Uiis was Uie 
place of it. 

William Humfrey, by his wUl dated 1496, and several oUier persons 
by theirs, direct the Dirge and Re(}uiem to be performed according to 
the laudable use of the Town of Thaxted. 

In 1757, and the following year, near 600 pounds were expended in 
the repair of the Tower and Spire of thb Church; on which occasion, 
for the dd of their tenants and other parishioners^ 

The Right Honorable Lord Maynard gave . . ^00 

Charles Smyth, Esq. of Hill Hall . . . 25 

The Governors of Guy's Hospital . • .20 

John Wale, Esq. of Colne Priory . . .10 

In gratitude for which donations the arms of tbese benefactors were 
erected over the west door, by a voluntary contribution amongst the 
principal inhabitants of the place. Lord Maynard was a fartiier bene- 
factor to the Church in the year 1765, by rebuilding the windows, and 
otherwise repairing the east side of the North Porch. 

We have been much indebted to Mr. A. Clarence, Surgeon, Thaxted, 
for the loan of a very curious Manuscript, from which many copious ex- 
tracts have been made for this Account. 

Charles Lord Viscount Maynard is the patron, «id the Rev. William 
Biggs, A. M. is the present curate. 
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THEYDON MOUNT, ESSEX; 

RECTOR, 
REV. RICHARD SMYTH, A.M. 



Thbtdon Mount is a small parish distant from Epping about three 
miles, it received its name from standing on high ground, and b a rec* 
tory appendant to the manor. The Church was burnt by lightning, and 
was rebuilt by the first Sir William Smyth, of Hill Hall. In the Chan- 
cel, of which we have given the view of the North Side, are several 
costly monuments of die ancient family of Smyth ; the tomb nearest to 
the altar, on the right hand side of our plate, bears the following in- 
scription, at the back of the arch, immediately over the cumbent figure. 

Hiomas Smithus Eques Auratus, Hujus Manerii D*n's, cum Regis Edvardi sexti; 
tam Elizabeths Regins Consiliarius ; ac primi nominis secretariuSt eonmdemque, 
Principuin ad Mazimos Reges legatus, Nobilis ordinis Garterii Cancelfarius, Ards, 
Auttralisque Claneboy in Hibernia Colooellus, Juris Civilis supremo titulo etiam 
com adolesceiui ina^^nitus, Orator, Mathematicus, Pbilosophus ezcellentissimus, 
linguanim lAtins, Grscs, Hebraice, Gallics etiam et Italics calentissimus. Pro^ 
bomm et ingeniosomm hominum fautor eximius plurimus commodans, nemini no- 
cens, ab injuriis ulciscendis alienissimus. Dcniq ; tapientia, pietate, integritate 
insigms, et in omni vita seu asger seu valens intrepidus mori, cum statis sus 65 
uuram complevisset in aedibus suis Montaulensibus 12** die Augusti, anno salu- 
tis, 1577, pie et suaviter in Domino obdormivit. 

Beneath the effigies of the knight, is the following words : 

Gloria yits contracts celebrem facit in terrs visceribus sepultum. ' 
Innocuus vixi ; si me post funera Isdas 
Coelesti Domino fiicta, sceleste, lues. 

Around the arch of the cano[^ of the monument is inscribed, 

What yearth or sea or skies contayne, what creatures in them be. 
My mind did seeke to know the Heavens continually. 

Above the entablature, on the top of the monument, is the arms of the 
family, within a circular compartment, viz. iSb6fe, a fess dancette argent 
WleUofthe fint^ between three Iwna rampant gardant of the second^ each 
supporting an altar or, flaming proper. Over the arms is the crest. A 
salamander in fkmei proper. Around the coat is diis motto, seemingly 
allusive of the crest, 

Tabificus qoam vis serpens oppressarit ignem 
Qua tamen erumpendi sit data copia lucet. 
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ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, THBYDON MOUNT, £S8EX. 

On the south side of the Chancer, bpposile to tiie noouinent abore de- 
scribed, is another very superb, and probably die most expensive in the 
Church, to the memory of Sir William Smyth, Knt, of Hill Hall, who 
rebuilt this Church, and died 12tb December, 1629, eet 76. Both the 
knight and his lady are represented by cumbent figures, as well as their 
three sons and four daughters, who are all placed beneath in the atti- 
tude of devotion. 

The altar-tomb, seen in our view on the left hand side of the plate, 
bears the following inscription in the centre panel of the firont* 

Here lieth the body of Sir William Smyth, Knt, sonne of Sir William Smyth, of 
Theydon Mount, in the county of Essex : where, after many sweet expressions of 
his confidence in the mercies of his Saviour, in the two and thirtieth year of bis 
age, be peaceably slept in our Lord Jesus. 

He had two wives, the first, Helegenwagh, the daughter of th« Right Hon. Ed- 
ward Visoount Conway ; by her he had one only sonne and •heir, 1Edwa£dy»a]id two 
daughters. The second, Anne, descended of the ancient feunily of Gro^> ih Hert- 
fordshire, b yet living, who as a testudbny tf hef Ipyall afii^tion, erected this 
to the memory of her dear consort deceased, on the dth March, 163L 

His effigy, with those of hb two wives, are placed upon the tomb; the 
latter represented kneeling in attitudes of devotion. 
11;ie mural monument over the last-mentioned, is thus inscribed : 

Sir Edward Smyth, of Hill Hall, in the county of Essex, fiart, son of Sir Thomas 
Smyth, of the same place, Bart, who married Jane, the only daughter of Peter 
Vandeput, Esq., late of the city of London, merchant He had by her several 
children, who all died young, except bis son Sir Edward Smyth, who erected this 
monument to the pious memory of his most dear father, who departed this life 
the 24th dky of June, 1713, aged 76. Daine Jane departed this life, Jtn. 28, 
1720, aged 67. 

Nearer to the altar oP the Church, against the same wall, is another 
monument, belonging to the same family, with this inscription : 

Here lies the body of Sir Edward Smyth, Bart, of Hill Hall, in this parish, son of 
Sir Edward Smyth, and Jane, daughter of Peter Vandeput, Esq., whom his com- 
panions well knew to be a man of integrity, strict justice, and good morals. He 
had two wives, the first Anne, daughter of the Right Hon. Sir Charles Hedges, 
Secretary of State, by whom he had five sons and one daughter. And EUtabe^, 
daughter of John Wood, of London, Esq. 

The estate was formerly in the possession of the family of Hampden. 
Sir John Hampden married Philippa, daughter of John WOford, of Lon- 
don, by whom he left no issue. After his decease, she became the se- 
cond wife of Sir Thomas Smythe, Secretary of State to Queen Eliza- 
beth, and in his descendants the living now remains. The present Rector 
is brother of the late patron. Sir William Smyth, Bart, many years 
Colonel of the West £ss^ Militia, who departed this life 1st May, 
1823, eet. 77. There is a monument erected to his memory in the south 
aisle, corresponding with that of his fatiber and mother in the north aisle. 
2 
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ClAMPDESr, GLOUCESTERSSmE. 

VICARAGE, VACANT. 



C AMPDEN is celebrated in the early period of history as the tradHionlA 
place ot Congress of all the kings of the Saxon Heptarchy^ where they 
deliberated upon the best mode of carrying on the war with the Britons; 
the ti»v« is situated in afertile and well' culttTated valley, twettty^ht 
miles' n«Ath-east fhmi the city of Gloucester. 

The Chutch is a magnificent structure, worthy of the period in which 
it was erected, which, from the style of the architecture, tradition, and 
othes circumstaooes, is supposed to have been about the beginning of 
the reign of Richard II. The massive and ornamented Tower, its grand 
feature, rises in very fine proportion, the height of 105 feet to the upl>er 
moiildings> e^Kclustve of the open embattled parapet, enriched with pin- 
nacles, twelve in number, which give an aerial lightness to the structure : 
this Tower contains a very fine peal of eight bells. The whole length of 
the Churchi from the west to the east end, is 130 feet, and the width of 
the Nave andside Aisles is>67 feet ; the height of the Natve is 00 feet 
ThenGfaancel is spacious, ahd underwent' a considerable repair in the 
reign of Charles I., at the expense of Sir Baptist Hicks, the first 
Lord'Campden. He also built the wall round the Church-yard, presented 
the Communion plate, gave the decorations for the Pulpit, and a large 
brass eagle, which stands in the middle of the Church, and holds a 
Bible. Lord Campden also endowed the Vicarage with part of the 
great tythes of Winfrith and West Lulworth, iii Dorsetshire. 

On the north side of the Chancel is a curious monument of stoned 
very finely sculptured, to the memory of Thomas Smith, Esq., to whom 
the Manor of Campden was granted by Queen Elizabeth ; he died in 
1593. 

Xn the middle of a Chapel on ihe south side stands a most magnificent 
monument, bearing the effigies of Viscount Campden and his Lady. On 
the north side of the tomb is the following : 

To tii&ioinibrie of her d«ti« and decetied Hviba^d, Baptist Lord Hick«, VucoOiit' 
• Cai^pden, bome of a wortky fiuni^ ui the'Citie of Lbndoti ; who, 'by the bleafiHg 
of God on his ingenious endeavors, arose to an ample estate, and to the foresaid 
degrees of honour : and, out of those blessings, disposed to Charitable uses, in his 
lifetkBe> a lalge portbn to the -nimm oilOJOOfH,, 'mkio lived reygiooily, TCititd«dy, 
aMi generously, te the age of 7a yeSMi, aad died Oelo. 18, 1639. : 
1 
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ST. JAMES' CHURCH^ CAMPDBN. 

ELIZABETH, VISCOUNTESSB CAMPDBN, 

His deare Contort, borae of the &mily of the Mays ; lived his Wife in all peace and 
contentment, the space of 4^ years ; leaving issue by her said Lord and Husband 
two daughters, Juliana,^ married ^ Edward Lord Noel, now Viscount Campden, 
and Mary, married to Sir Charles Morison, Knt, axid Baronett, hath piously and 
carefully caused this monument to be erected as a testimonie of their mutuall love, 
where both their bodies may rest together in e3q>ect&tion of a joyfuU resurrection. 

On the south side the monument is an inscription reciting the benefits 
he conferred upon this town, addressed, " Ad Terram Campdenicam.^ 

In the same Chapel, upon the south side, is a monument, with the effi- 
gies of Lord and I^dy Campden : upon two folding doors, on each side 
of them, are the following inscriptions : 

lliis monument is erected to preserve the memory and pourtrait of the Bight H<mO)r- 
able Sir Edward Noel, Vicount Campden, Baron Noel of Bidlington and Hicks' of 
nmington, a Loid of heroic high parts and presence. He was Knight Banneret in 
the wars of Ireland, being young, and then created Baronet, anno 1611. He was 
afterwards made Baron of Ridlington. The other titles came unto him by right of 
Dame Juliana, his wife, who stands coUaterall to him in this monument ; a lady of 
extraordinary great endowments, both of virtue and fortune. This goodly Lord 
died at Oxford at 6ie beginning of the late fatal Civil Wars, whither he went to 
serve and asnst his Souverain Prince, Charles the flirst. And so was exalted to 
the kingdome of gloiy, 8* Mardi, 164^. 

The Lac^ Juliana, eldest daughter and co-heir of that mirror of bis time. Sir 
Baptist Hicks, Viscount Campden ; she was married to that noble Lord, who is 
here engraven by her ; by whom she had Baptist, Lord Viscount Campden, now 
living, who is blessed with a numerous and gallant issue ; Henry, her second son, 
died a prisoner, for his loyalty to his Prince. Her' eldest daughter, ilizabeth, was 
married to John, Viscount Chawoith. Maiy, her second daughter, to the very 
noble Knight, Sir Erasmus de la Fontaine ^.Penelope, her youngest daughter, died 
a maid. This excellent Lady,, for the pious and unparalleled affections she .re^ 
tained to the memory of her deceased Lord, caused this stately monument to be' 
erected in Her lifetime, in September, Anno Dom. 1664. 

A beautiful monument fixed to the wall at the east end of this Chapel^ 
commemorates Penelope Noel, their daughter, who died May 17, 1633» 

At the east end of the north Aisle is a large altar-tomb for Mr. Robert 
lilly, uncle to the celebrated astrologer of that name ; he died 21st of 
October, 1636, st. 54 ; there is also a neat monument to William Bar- 
tholomeWy A- M., Vicar of this Church, who died 11th October^ 1660, 
set. 56. 

In the middle Aisle is a marble slab inlaid with brass,, and with the 
effigies of " Wilelmus Grevel* de Campedeni quondam Civis Londini et 
flos m'cator. lanar. totiirs Anglie, qui ob. 1401,'* and of *' Mariona uxor 
predicti Wilelmi, qui ob. 1386." 

We are much indebted to die Rev. W. Spooner, the late Vicar of 
this Church, and to the Rev. R. O. Wilson, the resident Curate, for 
their corrections in this account 

* Tradition relates, tbat he bnilt the tower and a conatderablef part of the Church at his 
own expense. A curioas ol4 house in the town is still shewn as the halnt^tion of his feinily. 
2 
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^t Cj^ureJ of ftt 3^oJtt t*e Baptist, 

CIRENCESTER, OLOUCESTERSHIRE ; 

VICAR, 
THE REV. HENRY ANTHONY PYE. 



The Town of Cirencester was accounted the metropolis of the large 
province of the Dobimi amongst the ancient Britons, and was called 
Coriniom Dobunoram .by the Romans. It was an eminent station for 
ithe Roman armies, and it is even said that the Emperor Constantine 
was crowned King of the Britons here. Canute, after his return from 
BenmadL in the year 1020, held a general council of the kingdom, at 
Easter, in this town, wherein Ethelwold was outlawed. Cirencester was 
also remarkable in ancient times for its ecclesiastical history, a college 
having been founded here in the period of the Anglo-Saxons, of which 
Rumbald, Chancellor of England, was Dean in the reign of Edward the 
Confessor. King Henry I. repaired the College, and butH a Monastery for 
Black Canons of the order of St. Augustine in the year 1117, which was 
dedicated to St. Mary and St. James, and endowed with a large revenue. 
This was a Mitred Abbey, and had place in Parliament : twenty-nine 
abbots in succession governed this monastery, which at the dissolution 
was valued at 1,0371. Is* Ijd. per annum. 

The Church of St. John the Baptist, of which we have given three 
Views, is considered to be one of the most magnificent parochial edi- 
fices in tile kingdom; there were formerly two other churches in this 
town, St Cecilia and St. Lawrence, situated in the streets still called by 
those names. The former is now a private dwelling, and the latter was 
converted into an hospital, the mastership of which had been granted by 
privy seal for life, and the family of the Georges were long masters 
thereof. — Atkyns's Hist, p. 180. 

St John's Church consists of a large Body, or Nave, seventy-seven 
feet in length by seventy-four feet in breadth, including its lateral aisles ; 
a Chancel, fifty feet long, and twenty-four broad ; a lofty, well propor- 
tioned Tower, crowned with enriched battlements, and surmounted by 
pinnacles at the angles, rises at the west end^ and handsome Porches on 
the north and south sides ; adjoinhig to the Body and Chancel are five 
chapels, dedicated to Jesus, ^. John, St Catharine, St. Mary, and the 
Holy Trinity. 

The South Porch, Plate I., is very large and lofty, having its front 
towards the Market Place. It was erected in the early part of tiie reign 
of Henry VIII., when Aveline, the aunt of Thomas Ruthall, Bishop of 
1 
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ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, CIRENCBSTBR, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

Durham, a native of this town, gave a hundred marks towards the building. 
His mother also and the parishioners contributed largely to its completion. 
Over the entrance to the Church is the Town Hall, where the General 
Sessions are often held. Anciently the Porches of our Churches were, it 
is known, occasionally used for holding temporal courts, but more fre- 
quently a priest was accustomed to educate the children of the parish in 
the Porch, whence it was sometimes called the Parvise, d ParvispuerU 
ibi edoctis, Chaucer, Prol. 9, alluding to both customs, speaks of 

a ^Serjeant at lato, toarc and toij^e, 
Cjbftt }]ati often teen at tfte jpprbij^e* 

The Acolites in ancient times addressed the congregation from the Porch 
previous to their entering the Church, and Marriages were partly per- 
formed in the Porch, whence the bride's dower was denominated Das 
ad ostium Ecdesice, 

On each side of the entrance are large chambers, now converted into 
mean dwellings ; the ceiling of the entrance is groined with pendents 
and fan tracery, very rich, 

Plate II. is a view of the East end of the Church from the Church- 
yard, and which shews the various forms of the east windows of the 
Chancel, Jesus Chapel, and the Chapel of St. Mary, erected at different 
periods; over these are seen the rich battlements of the body of the Church, 
and its noble Tower. Near the door, in the South Aisle, is the ancient 
Pont, a modem Font has been placed at the west end of the Centre 
Aisle. The Organ is at the east end, occupying, as is usual in Ca- 
thedrals, the place over the screen. The Body of the Church is so 
crowded with pews and partitions of modern erection, as to destroy 
much of the beautiful effect of the building when in its less encumbered 
state; much, however, is to be admired in the bold moulding of the arches 
of the Nave and the groining of the ceiling. A large and richly muUioned 
window at the west end contains some very fine specimens of ancient 
painted glass ; there is also another window, so adorned, at the east end 
over the altar. On one window are delineated the full length effigies of 
Peter, King of Castile; of Richard, Duke of York; of Thomas, Duke of 
Surrey; of Richard, Earl of Salisbury; and of Sir John Jenevill; the 
latter of whom was buried in this Church. In an east window of the 
North Aisle is a large full length representation of Richard, Duke of 
York, Earl of Cambridge, &c. &c, in his paternal coat armour, having 
upon the pommel of his sword the arms of Mortimer, Earl of March. 

One Window so decorated is esteemed a great curiosity ; it contains 
figures of all the ecclesiastical orders of the Church of Rome, from the 
Pope to the Mendicant Friar. 

In the Chancel is a monumental hiscription, exhibiting the very essence 
of true poetry : 
2 
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ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, CIRENCESTER, OLOUCESTBMHIRB. 

M. S. 

Egregii Juvenis 

RADULPH WILLET SELFE. 

Vultu honesto, 

Pectore Generoso, 

Moribus placidissimif , 

Annum agens decimum aoactnm : 

Carus parentibus, 

Carus preceptoribus, 

Virtute quam annis maturior. 

Piem obiit supremum xi KaL Feb. mdcclviii. 

Vale Anima dulcissima ! 

Against one of the pillars on the north side of the Church near the 
Altar is the Pulpit, of stone, with sculptured mouldings and panels. 

Jesus Chapel, at the east end of the south aisle, is small, being not 
more than twelve feet long, and nine feet broad ; near this is the Cha- 
pel dedicated to St. John, which is thirty- four feet by twenty-four, and 
contains, on the north side, a large and handsome Monument to the me- 
mory of George Monox, Esq., a native of this town, to which he was 
also a great benefactor. He was an eminent merchant, and Sheriff of 
London, and died in the year 1638. 

St. Catharine's Chapel, on the north side of the Chancel, was founded 
by Thomas Ruthall, Bishop of Durham, in the reign of Henry VIIL, 
and the immediate predecessor of Cardinal Wolsey in that See. He 
was a person remarkable for his learning and prudence, and was exe- 
cutor to Henry VII., and afterwards privy-counsellor to Henry VIII. ; 
he died at his palace in London, in the year 1522, and lies buried in 
the Chapel of St. John the Baptist, in Westminster Abbey.* This Cha- 
pel is fifty-four feet long, and only thirteen feet wide; the roof is most 
beautifully groined with fan tracery sculptured in stone. St. Mary's 
Chapel, longer than any of the before-mentioned, is upon the north-east, 
having St. Cathaiine's Chapel on the south side of it. It was anciently 
endowed with great revenues ; the Chapel is forty-seven feet long, and 
twenty-one feet broad, and contains a large monument to the memory 
of Humphrey Brydges and his wife, both great benefactors to the town 
of Cirencester : he died in the year 1698. 

There is also, in the same Chapel, a very handsome monument of Sir 
William Master, Knt., of Cirencester, and Alice his wife, the daughter 
of Edward Estcourt, Esq., of Salisbury. Sir William was High Sheriff 
of Gloucestershire, in 1627, and was distinguished for hi» piety, pru- 
dence, and loyalty, throughout the great rebellion, in which he was 
sequestered, and compounded for 1,483/. He served in parliament for 
this borough, and died in 1661. 

Under the above is an alabaster figure of the eldest son of Sir Wil- 
liam. Thomas Master, Esq., who married Elizabeth, sister of Sir Tho- 

♦ His Monument is engraved in Neale's History of Westminster Abbey, vol. ii. 
3 
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ST. 30nV*S CHTTRCHy CIRENCESTER> GLOtTCfeSTBRSfilRE. 

mas Dyke, Bart, of Horsham in Sussex, and abo served in parliameni 
for Cirencester : he died in the year 1680. 

Trinity Chapel, of which we have given a View, looking east, in 
Plate III., is a fine specimen of pointed architecture, with windows of 
painted glass, and a beautifully carved oak ceiling supported by brackets 
springing from figures of angds hokiisg Miields. The Staircase and Gal- 
lery, represented on the right of the View, lead to the Pew belonging 
to Earl Bathurst's family, many of the ancestors of whom lie buried in 
the vault underneath this Chapel. 

Upon a very handsome Monument, against the east wall, erected to 
the memory of Allen, Earl Bathurst, who died after only a few days' 
illness, at his seat near this town, is the following inscription: — 
Near this are deposited the remains of 
Allen, Earl Bathurst, and Catherine, Lady Bathurst 
In the Legislative and Judicial Department 
of the Great Council of the Nation, he served 
Hii country 69 years, with Honour, AbiUty, and DUigence, 
Judgment and Taste directed his Learning, 
Humanity tempered his Wit, 
Benevolence guided all his Actions. 
He died regretted by most, and praised by all, 
the 16th day of Sept. 1775, aged 91. 
Catherine, his Consort, by her milder 
Virtues, added lustre to his Great Qualities ; 
Her Domestic (Economy extended 
His Liberality j 
# Her Judicious Charity, his Munificence ; 

Her Prudent Government of her Family, his 
Hospitality. 
She received the reward of her exemplary life 
the 8di of June, 1768, aged 79. 
Married, July 6th, 1704. 
There are many other Monuments of thtt nohle family in Tnmty 
Chapel, where is also an inscription in bra«s, tolatd in marble for Wil- 
liam Prelate, Esq., a special benefactor to the Chapel : he died in the 
year 1462. 

Rumbald, the Chancellor before mentioned, lies buried in the body of 
the Church, with an inscription on his gravestone, implying that jRicm- 
bald the Chancellor lies hwied there. Two of the ancient Barons St 
Amand, Lords of the Manor of South Cemey, are interred in the Pres- 
bytery, 

The heart of Sandiia, wife of Richard, £arl of Cornwall and King of 
the Romans, was also buned in the Presbytery ; she was the daughter 
of Beatrix, Countess of Provence, and sister to both the Queens of Eng- 
land and France. 

There is an inscription upon a marble slab, in the South Aisle, to the 
memory of Sir William Nottingham, Knt, and his wife. Ue died in 
the year 1427* 
4 
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TEWKESBURY, GLOUCESTERSHIRE; 

VICAR, 
THE REV. CHARLES WHITE, A. M. 



The ancient conventual Church of Tewkesbury presents several distinct 
claims to the notice of the inan of taste and the antiquary; as a build- 
ing it exhibits the striking peculiarities of the Anglo-Norman style of ar- 
chitecture in a very prominent degree. The massive Tower, and beauti- 
ful western Front/must be considered as singularly fine, and nearly per- 
fect, examples of\the embellishments used at that remote period, while 
the Choir, and other additions to the edifice, constructed in later times, 
are no less interesting specimens of the pointed arch. The magnificent 
monuments within its walls, are more numerous and costly Uian are 
usually to be found, and the Church is remarkable in its decoration for 
a very fine genealogical series of portraits of the Clares, Earls of Glouces- 
ter, and of the family of De Spenser, benefactors to the Abbey, executed 
in stained i^lass, which, from its early date, is one of the most satisfac- 
tory references for Baronial costume to be obtained in the kingdom. 

This'Church was one amongst many ^splendid structures, which, 
abounding in thb county u former ikimes, gave rise to the well known 
but profane proverb. Assure as Qod*s in Gloucestershire, the superstiUons 
sense of which is explained hj Ray, to suppose God, by his gracious 
presence, peculiarly fixed in this county, wherein there were more and 
richer Mitred Abbeys than in any two Shires of England besides. 

According to the best authorities, it appears that so early as the year 
716, a Church and Priory, dedicated to the Virgin Mother, were 
founded on this spot, by Odo and Dodo, or Thodo, D and Th being sy^- 
nonymous in the Saxon, two brothers, then Lords of the manor, who en- 
dowed their Foundation with the Manor of Stanway, in this county, and 
other possessions, sufficient to maintain a Prior and four or five monks 
who were of the Benedictine Order, which was the first Order established 
in Britain, and almost the only one settled here before the Conquest 

The Church is situated within the ancient Kingdom of Mercia, in what 
is now a beautiful and fertile plain, in the Vale of Evesham, on the 
banks of the Avon, near its confluence with the river Severn, at the dis^ 
tance of eleven mileii from the City of Gloucester. It is called Teode-^ 
chesberie in Domesday Boke. 

After the Conquest, the Manor of Tewkesbury, which had been seized by 
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King William, was granted by his son, Rufus, to Sir Robert Fitz Hamon, 
a powerful Baron, son of Hamon Dentatus, Lord of Corboile, in Nor- 
mandy* who at the instigation of Sybil, his wife, and Girald, Abbot of 
Cranbourne, in Dorsetshire, refounded the Abbey Church, and endowed 
it with large possessions. *^ It c^nnot,^ saith William of Malmsbury, 
*' be easily conceived how much Robert Fitz Hamon adorned and beau- 
tified this Monastery, where the stateliiie^s of the bui)4iogs ravished the 
eyes, and the pious charity of the Monks the affections of all persons 
that came thither." The. style of the Founder of Tevrkesbury Abbey, 
was^ Sir Robert Fitz Hamon, by the Grace of God, Prince of Glamor- 
gan, Earl of Corboile, Baron of Thorigny, and Granville, Lord of Glofi- 
cester, Bristol, Tewkesbury, and Caerdiffe, Conqueror of Wales, near 
kinsman to the King, and General of his Highness's army in Franpe. 

After many very gallant exploits^ the Lord Fitz Hamon was at length 
slain at the siege of Falaise, in -Normandy, in 1107, the seventh year of 
the reign of King Henry I., and was buried in the Chapter House ; but 
his remains were afterwards removed into the Church, on the north side 
of the chancel, in the year 1241, by Abbot Robert, who interred them 
in a tomb of grey marble, inlaid with his figure in brass, which was af- 
terwards surrounded by a screen of stone, in the time of Abbot Parker ; 
when, round the tomb, was painted this inscription, not now legible. 

3[n f^ta Capella jacet ®n^ lltoibectu^ Jf t(tu^ l^amontj^ 
l^ujUj^ 3Loci Jfunoator/ 

King Henry, unwilling so great an estate shoiild b« divided amongst 
his four daughters, reserved the eldest, Mabel, for his own illegitimate 
son, Robert, called Z7^ Onml, whom he thereupou created £ar} of 
Gloucester. He died in 1147, and was succeeded by his eldest son, 
William, second Earl of Gloucester, who confirmed all the Charters 
which his ancestors had granted to the Abbey of Tewkesbury; he died in 
1173, when hb three daughters became his coheirs. The Honor of Glou- 
cester was bestowed in marriage with Isabel, his youngest daughter^ on 
John Plantagenet, younger son of Henry II., who was the third Earl of 
Gloucester during the teign of Richard I.; but having no children by 
her, when he came to the crown, in 1199, he procured a divorce, and 
Isabel then married Geoffrey Mandeville^ whom King John created Earl 
of Gloucester ; but he dying without issue, the title was next enjoyed by 
Almeric, son and heir of Almeric Devereux, by MabeJ, eldest daug|i- 
tcr of William Fitz Hamon, 2nd Earl of Gloucester; but he died, about 
)Jt26, without issue, when this great ^nheritanjce d^volyed tp J^mic^, 
the wife of Richard de Clare, Earl of Hertford, whose sqn and heir^ 
Gilbert de Clare, was the first Earl of Gloucester and Hert^rd, botl| 
which he held jointly. In his issue, the Eaildom of Gloucester long 
continued, as yriH be best seen by the annexed Genealogy. 
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^t ^HC^ree of tl)e esxia of eiomtettv, $(. 

BENEFACTORS TO THE ABBEY OF TEWKESBURY. 
Robert Fitz Hamon, ob. 1 107^ybil» liiter of Robert Beletme, Earl of Shrewtbuiy. 



7=j=Sy 



Mabel, loJeheiretfy Robert, th» Conmt, fint Earl of Glooceater, ob. 1147. 

William, 2nd Earl of Gloucester, ob. 1173.=PHawi8e, da. of Robert, Earl of Leicester. 

John, 3rd Earl oB^Isabel, ob.s=GeofiTey Man- Amice ^r Hichard Mabel =p Almeric 

deville, 4th 



Glouoetter, after- 
wards King of 
£ngland,diyorced 
1199. 



1216. 



£. of Glou- 
cester. 



Declare, 

Earl of 

Hertford. 



Devereux. 



Almeric Bevereuz, 5th 

Earl of Gloucester, 

ob. 1226, S.P. 



Gilbert de Clare, eth E.:^l8abel, da, of WiUiam Mar- 
of Gloucester, ob. 1280. shal, £. of Pembroke. 

Kidiard de Clate, 7th £. of Gloucester, ob. 1262.YMaud, da. of John Lacy, £* of Uncbln. 

r 

Gilbert de Clare; 8tfa £. of Gloucester, ^ Joan d* Acres, s: Ralph Mont Hermer,- 



ob.1295. 



Gilbert 



de Clare, Willia 



ob. 1807. 



9th K of Gloucester. 



10th Eail of Gh>uces- Zouch, of Mor- 
ter, ob. 1314, S.P. thner,ob.l336. 



illiam, LontssEleanoi^Hugh, Lord Maigaret^Hugh Aud- 



DeSp 
iun.,0D.1326, 
lltb £. of 
Gloucester. 



ley, 12th £. 

ofGloucteter, 

ob. 1347. 



Hugh, Lord DeP=4Ilizabeth, da. o^=Sir Guy Bmui Edward DeP^r^i^c* ^ ^^ Henry, 



Spencer, ob. Willm. Monta- K,G. ob. 1391. Spenser, 
1349, S. P. cute, ob. 1359. ob. 1342. 



Lord Ferrers, of 
Groby. 



Edward De Spenser, K. G., ob. 1375J^Elizabeth, da. and heir of Bartholomew, Lord 
I Burghersh, ob. 1409. 

Thomas De Spenser, 14th Earl of^fConstance, da. of Edmund Langley, Duke of York, 
Gloucester, ob. 1399. ob. 1417. 

Richard Beauchamp, Lord;f:9sabei, ob. 1439.;fRichard Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, 
Abergavenny, ob. 1421. | 4 ob. 1439. 

iElisabeth,ySir Edwd Neville. Henry Beauchamp,=pCicely, da. AnnenPRichd. Neville, 



ob. 1418. 



+ 



Duke of Warwick, 
ob. 1446. 



ofRichd. 
NevUle,E. 
of Salisbury, 
ob. 1401. 



Anne, ob. in&nt. [ 



E. of Warwick, 
ob. 1471. 



Isabel, ob. 
1476. 



.^=GcorBe, Duke Edward, Pr.=:Anne, ob.^Richard, Duke 

of clarence, of Wales, 1485. of Gloucester, 

ob. 1477. ob. 1471. afterwards king 

Richard III* 
____^_^ ob. 1485. 

Edward, Mamret, Countess oft=Sir Rich. Pole. Edward, Prince of Vv^ales, and Earl 
ob. 1499. Sahsbury, ob. 1541. of Salisbuiy, ob. 1484. 
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ABBEY CHURCH OF ST. MARY, TEWKBSBURY, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 



After the death of King Richard III., the Lordship of Tewkesbury 
was annexed to the crown » who held it till 1547, the first year of the 
reign of Edward VI., when it was granted to Sir Thomas Seymour, 
who held it till his attainder, when it reverted again, and continued in 
possession .of the crown till 1609, when .Umes I. granted the Manor 
and Borough, inter alia, to the corporation of Tewkesbury, in lyhom it 
now remains. 

The Abbey of Tewkesbury was the last of the religious foundations in 
this county that surrendered to King Henry VII J. The resignation was 
made by Abbot Wakeman, and fifteen of his Monks, 9th January, 
1539, to Robert Southwell, Esq., William Petre, Edward Kairn, and 
John London, Doctors of Law. John Ap Price, John Kingsman, 
Richard Paulet, and William Bemers, Esqrs., Conimissioners, as- 
signed by the King to take the surrender of divers monasteries. 

A Zist of the Abbots of Tewkesbury, from the time of the Foundation of 
the Abbey by Robert Fitz Hamon, 



1. Girald, Abbot of Cranbourne, 

admitted 1104 ; he returned 
to Winchester, where he had 
formerly been a monk, 1 109. 

2. Robert, elected 1110, ob. 

1124. 

3. Benedicll;, elected 1124, ob. 

1137. 

4. Roger, or Robert, elected 

1137, ob. llCfl. 

5. Fromund, elected 1162, ob. 

1178. 

6. Robert, recei^d benediction, 

1182, ob. 1183. 

7. Alan, Prior of Canterbury, re- 

ceived benediction 1187, ob. 
1202. J 

8. Walter, elected 1202, ob.l21^ 

9. Hugh, the Prior, elected Ab- 

bot, 1213, ob. 1214. 
io. Bernard, elected 1215. 

11. Peter, a Monk pf Worcester, 

elected in 1216, ob. 1232. 

12. Robert Fortington, the Prior, 

elected Abbot 1232, ob. 
1263. 

13. Thomas Stoke, elected 1253^ 

ob. 1276. 



19. 



20. 



14. Jlichard Norton, elected 1276, 

ob. 1282. 
16. Thomas Kemsey, elected 15S82, 

ob. 1328. 

16. John Cotes, elected 1328, ob. 

1347. 

17. Thomas Legh, elected 1347, 

bb. 1S61. 

18. Thomas Chesterton, elected 

1362, ob. 1389. 
Thomas Parker, elected 1390. 

He was a great benefactor 

to the Abbey, ob. 1412. 
William Bristow, elected 1414, 

ob. 1442. 

21. John Abindon, elected 1443. 

22. John Salys, elected 1468. 

23. John Strensham, elected 14**. 

In 1476 he attended the fu- 
neral of Isabel, Duchess of 
Clarence, and died in 1481. 

Richard Cheltenham, elected 
1481, ob. 1609. 

Henry Beoley, elected 1609. 

John Wfd&eman, elected 1631. 
He was the last Abbot, and 
in 1641 was appointed the 
first Bishop of Gloucester. 



24 

26. 
26 
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ABBEY CHURCH OF ST. MARY^ TEWKESBURY, OLOUCESTBRSHjlRB. 

The clear yearly value of all the Possessions of the Monas&ry^.as 
well spiritual as temporal, besides 136/. Q$. Id. granted in fees and an- 
nuities to several persons, amounted to 1,695/. lis, 6d. 

Amongst the jewels reserved for his Majesty's use, were two l^itres 
^It, eamished with nigged peari and counterfeit stones ; . and of silver 
plate for the same purpose, 1,431 oz. The ornaments reserved for his 
Majesty's use, were, one Cope of silver tissue, with one Chasuble and 
Tunicle of the same ; one Cope of gold tissue, with one Chasuble and 
two Tunicles of the same. It appears by a Grant made in. 34 Henry 
yill., that before, and at the time of, the dissolution, the body of the 
Abbey was used as the Parish Church, and that the Parish had pre- 
served it from destruction, and had then purchased of the King, the 
Chancel, Tower, Bells, Clock, Chimes, and Churchyard for the stipu- 
lated sum of 483/. 

PLATE I. VIEW OF THE NOHTH THANSEPT AND TOWER. 

The earliest Towers of Anglo-Norman architecture were placed, in the 
conventual churches, between the Transepts, and when accompanied by 
others on the west Front, as at Lichfield, were distinguished by the appel- 
lation of Rood spires, being in the very centre of the Cross, which usually 
formed the ground plan of the b^ilding. There was formeriy a, lofty 
Spire of wood, covered with lead, upon this Towei:, which, according 
to Dyer's History of Tewkesbury, from.the Black Book belonging to the 
Corporation, was erected by Robert, first Earl of Gloucester, the son of 
Henry I., and fell down in the time of divine service, upon Easter day, 
15j59. A very ingenious author.on the antiquities of this Church consi- 
ders the spire of more modem date. " The exterior of the Tower has 
undergoAc less change, and is of a more unmixed Norman character than 
any other part of the building ; for the spire formed no part of the original 
design: the battlements and pinnacles have been renewed, but proba- 
bly not in any very different manner fropi what they were built at first, 
jas it does not seem quite clear, notwithstanding the current opinions 
fo Jthe contrary, that pinnacles were never adopted by the earliest Nxm:- 
mm builders ; though it is certain they prevailed much more gene- 
rally, and in a rectangular instead. of a conical form, after the point- 
ed arch was introduced. Battlements seem to have been, a Norman 
improvement on the plain parapets; or hanging eaves, of the Saxons, 
suggested probably by their own fortified castles; thesC: likewise, were 
more lavishly employed, as well in Uie inside as the outside of their 
buildings, when the Norman yielded to the Gothic style; Uie predominant 
zig-zag moulding, which laces the heads and sides of the -arcades, — 
the pillars and pilasters rather elongated beyond the dimensions of eigr- 
lier times, — the two conjoined arches under. a. larger one,— and the 
range of small arches whose heads intersect each other,-r-,all these dis- 
5 
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ABBEV CHURCH OF ST. MARY, TEWKESBURY^ OLOUCESTERSHIRL 

tingiiishiog pecnliaritiesy which dcciir in Ais conspicuous member of 
Tewkesbury church, are so many testimonies of its having been erected 
soon after the Conquest." — Cursory Disquisition on the Conventual 
Church of Tewkesbury, 8fc. p. 28. 

The Tower rises above the Body and Transepts in a plain base, widi 
an ornamented superstructure divided into three stories, above which 
is the embattled parapet and pinnacles at the angles, of comparatively 
modem construction ; the height of the whole to the coping of the bat- 
tlement is one hundred and thirty-two fleet The first story above the 
basement is adorned with a range of arches and columns, admitting 
three windows upon each side ; above this is a very curious series of in- 
tersected arches, such as have been presumed to have given the idea of 
the first pointed arch, which division is again surmounted by a similar 
range of arches to the lower story, but with only two windows upon each 
face, which are however divided into two lights, though under one arch. 

The author, whom we have before quoted, presumes that this was one 
of the same sort of Towers spoken of by Mr. Warton, which he tells us 
*' were calculated to produce the effect of the Louvre, or Lantern, in 
the inside, and were originally open almost to the covering,'' and in- 
stancing Winchester Cathedral, he adds, ** nearly the whole of the in- 
side of this Tower was formerly seen from below, and for that reason its 
side arches or windows, of the first story at least, are artificially wrought 
and ornamented." The same remark might be justly applied to (he Tower 
of Tewkesbury, where we may perceive, in that part of it now used as a 
Belfry, more pains employed in the workmanship than if it had always 
been shut up from the Church below, as it now is, would probably have 
been bestowed upon it The present floor of this room is laid upon a 
vaulted ceiling, springing from corbels of more delicate execution than 
those in the Nave, and bearing evident marks, from the pointed style of 
it, and from the arms which occur in it, of a much later date than the 
Tower itselfi In the walls surrounding it, there is the same sort of Gkl- 
lery, as in the Nave and Transepts, for the purpose of giving access to 
the higher parts of the building; which would be wholly without a mean- 
ing in Uiis place, if we could suppose that the present floor had always 
belonged to it It may be further urged, in support of this having been 
a Louvre Tower, that there was, till very lately, a square strong building 
in the Churchyard, which had every appearance of having been built as 
a Campanile^ an edifice often placed apart, and so called from the pur- 
pose it was applied to, of holding the bells ; for in the oldest Cruciform 
Churches, the convenience of their affording a Belfry, was but an after- 
thought, or at least, a secondary object, in the construction of Towers ; 
as the great additional strength which they gave by their incumbent 
weight to the main arches of the building, would be alone sufficient to 
recommend them. — Cmts. Disq. p. 80. 
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ABBBT CHURCH OF ST. MARY^ TRWKESBURT^ OLaUCESTRRSHUlB. 

The Tower now coBtidna eight bella in the upper story; in 1632 the 
four belis» originally belonging to the Church, were past into six, and 
in 1696 these six bells were re-cast into eight, the expenses of which 
were defrayed by yoluntary contribution. 

PLATE II. THE GROUND PLAN. 

The Form of the Cross ii^ adopted in the Plan of this venerable edifice, 
" which/' says Eustace, the classical traveller in Italy, '' seems to have 
been introduced about the end of the fifth century; the Church of St. 
Sophia, at Constantinople, erected in the sixth century, is in that form, 
whiph very happily combines variety with ui^ity, and beauty with conve- 
nience." Another elegant writer, who agrees in the early introduction Of 
the Cruciform Plan, thus expresses hb opinion upon its comparative me- 
rit with reference to that of the Greek temples : ** Upon the establish- 
ment of Christianity, external magnificence was sacrificed to internal 
decoration and the oblong square, the ground plan, peculiar to the an- 
cient Temples, being extremely simple in their interior, but sumptuous 
to view, was gradually formed into the Greek and Latin Cross, which is 
much more favourable to superstition than to beauty." — DaUaway. 

We are, however, more disposed to agree with a modem critic, who has 
defined the peculiar excellence of this favourite form of the ecclesiastics 
of the middle ages, and thus dilates upon the increased effect produced 
l>y its actoption. '^ The Transepts," he says, ** vary the long line of the 
buflding by a conflexipn of lines and angles, and preserve, by the par- 
tial exposure of battlements and pinnacles, the appearance of extent be- 
yond what the eye can immediately comprehend, which is a common 
and important character of Ancient Architecture, the grandeur of which is 
no more the result pf dimension, than its beauty is of ornament. The 
Architects applied both as accessa^es, but depended on neither alon^ 
for the merit of their hmMngB.'*'rrPbservatum$ on Magdalen College, Ox- 
ford, p. 59. 

The uniformity of the Latin Cross, in the ground plan, of Tewkesbury 
Abbey Church, is only broken by the various sepulchral Chapek at the 
east end, which spread like a Nin^us, or glory, from the transept arms t^ 
the head of the figure. More eastward whm formerly The Lady Chapel, 
now destroyed, presumed to have been founded by Gilbert de Clare, th^ 
first Earl of Gloucester, of that illustrious Family; all of whom are also 
supposed with great probability to have been interred within its walls. 

PLATE IIL VIEW OF THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE CHURCH. 

The total length of the building, which is seen in this view, is upwards 
of three hundred and twenty feet. It was upon this side of the 
Church, westward of the Transept, that ihe beautiful Cloisters of the 
Abbey were situated. The remains of the panelled arches of one side 
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ABBEY CHtmCH 01^ ST. MAUT, TfiWKBSBtJRV, GLOtJC£STlfR8HIR£. 

of the square are still to be seen on the wall of the Chtnrch, above which 
are four pointed windows of three bays each, giving light to the south 
aisle. In the Clerestory are inserted seven windows/ in the Tudor style, 
and above it is a modern Doric parapet. The present roof of the nave 
is somewhat flat, but that it rose to a higher pitch in its original state, 
may be seen by the weather-moulding, where it joined to the Tower. 

In the end of the South Transept are two comparatively small win- 
dows of two lights. A large and substantial buttress, graduated in six 
stages, supports the western angle, and upon the east side is an ancient 
Chapel, having within it a semicircular apsii^ for the altar; beyond this, 
in the View, are seen the Vestry and two other Chapels, over which are 
the pointed windows of the Choir, under angular gables, ornamented 
with crockets and finials, the whole surmounted by an open parapet of 
indented work, capped with small battlements. 

PLATE IV. VIEW OF THE WESTERN FRONT, NORTH PORCH, &c. 

The great western Particus is formed by an immense and beautiful se- 
micircular receding arch, sixty-five feet in height, and thirty-four feet 
wide, now filled by a pointed window of seven bays; four transoms di- 
vide it again into five stories, each compartment forming a pointed arch, 
feathered. The whole window is of modern construction, erected after 
the destruction of one that was blown down on* the iBth February^ 
1661, during a violent storm, and rebuilt in the year'1686. The intro- 
duction of this pointed window has entirely changed the character of 
the West Front. In its original state, this Anglo-Norman Arch, which 
is supported by six islender cylindrical pillars on each side, probably con- 
tained several windows similar in their dimensions to those in the Tciwer^ 
with a doorway beneath them. When the application of mullions and 
transoms became known, the architects were enabled to enlarge their 
apertures for light, and a window similar to the present might have 
occupied the place as early as Edward the Third's reign. 

The Turrets on the sides of this Western Front bear the same charac- 
teristic embellishments which distinguish the' Centre Tower, and fix 
their erection to the same early period, having been evidently constructed 
'' as antagonists to the overbearing pressure on the centre of the Arch ;"' 
they are each crowned by a clustered pinnacle, similar to that upon every 
angle of the Great Tower. The pointed windows of the aisles appear of 
the date of Edward the Third's reign. 

Over the front of the^north Porch, the west side only of which is seen 
in this View, is a statue of the Virgin Mary, to whom the Church was 
dedicated. ' 

On the right hand of the approach to the Church,' in the Church-yard, 
which is shaded by toWs of chesnnt and bther trees, is a very ancient 
tomb, which has no inscription upon it, but seems to have had an up- 
right cro^s mortised into it, the lower part of which still remains. 
8 
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ABBBY CHURCH OF ST. MART, TEWKESBURY, GLOUCESTERSHIRE; 

PLATE V. VJEW OF THE NAVE, LOOKING WEST. 

'" The Nave of this Church, constructed wholly in the Norman sty ley 
"^ill be admired for the very fine effect produced by the sublime grandeur 
of the architecture. It is formed by seven massive uniform cylindrical 
columns ranged on each side, supporting a series of semicircular arches* 
'above .which is a Trifbrium, or gallery of communication, and over that 
the Clerestory windows. The ceiling of the Nave has evidently been 
lUlded' since the introduction of the pointed style, being groined in a 
very handsome manner with numerous ribs and sculptured bosses a tall 
the intersections; the whole is painted and gilt. 

In the foreground of our view, upon the south side of the Nave, is the 
Font, which has beien introduced since the Church became Parochial, as 
the right of Baptism was seldom grianted to monastic iustitutions, except 
by special favour. It appears, from its construction, to be about the date 
of Queen Elizabeth's reign, and bears upon it this.inscnption : 

ONE LOBB, ONE FAITH, ONE BAPTISM, EPHES. 4, VER. 5. 

The monument against the third column from the west, upon the south 
side,. seen in the view, is surmounted by a shield. Azure, a f ess, ermine, 
ftehoeen three wolves* heads erased, or, Tayler, impaling, or, a fret, azure, 
Eaton. 

Insigne pietatis exemplar. Maris charissima uxor Georgii Taylet Gen : Filia 
Reverendi Robert! Eaton S^n. primo Aprilis die. Anno domini 1726. patienter 
expiravit setat. 62. et hie juxta intercolumniam cum matre et sorore suis requi- 
escit, et in hoc templo, prope ostium adyti, praefatus Robertus, hujus ecclesis 
quondam dignissimus pastor, cum iUio Johanni suo sepultus. Georgius Tayler 
Gen : Marie pned. Maritus, pb. 19 Decembris, anno Salutis 1735, statis 67. 
Anna Hayward Georgii, prsd. Neplis, ob. 23 Jan. 1749, st. 13. Maris Annas, 
Mater Georgii Tayler Filii, obiit 2d die Deceml^ris, 1785. Mary Hayward, Jun. 
ob. July 27, 1811, aet. 82. 

In the north aisle of the Nave, near the Transept, is a cumbent monu- 
mentarfigure' under an arch within the wall, long called the Tomb of 
Lord Wienlock, who was slain in a moment of despair at the celebrated 
Battle of Tewkesbury, in 1471, by the Duke of Somerset, under whom 
he had a command. John Lord Wenlock is known to have been buried 
at Luton, in Bedfordshire, where his tomb still remains, and the monument 
in: question is of much earlier date than the time of Edward IV. The 
figure of the knight is represented in a praying attitude, with an arming 
sword by his side, and a lion at the feet; over the armour, which is di 
plate, he wears a jupon, adorned with arms, and upon his left arm a 
shield/ blazoned with the same, viz. a chevron, between three leopardit 
faces^ which is certainly not the armorial beaifing of Lord Wenlock ; un* 
der the head is the crest, a lion's head. 
9 
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ABQEY CHURCH OF ST. MARY, TEWKESBURY, QJLOUCESTBR9HIRB. 

Upon the south side of the Nave, opposite to the last, is another an- 
cient monument, misnamed that of Edmund Beaufort^ Duke of Somerset, 
Jbeheaded after the same battle. This tomb, as well b» the beforo-tttto- 
lioned, appears to be of the datQ of Edward the Third's reign, and C6n«> 
Msts of an ogee formed arch, ornamented with crockets, and answering 
to the place of the finial is an angd, bearing a plain shield; witbia th« 
spandrtls of the foils, into which the head of the arch is divided, are Iwe 
shields represented to be pendent, that upon the dexter side bears « It0i 
rampant, and that upon the sinister, three chevrons, the arms of Chure, 
indicating that it is the monument of some knight who had married a 
daughter of the House of Clare, the chiefs of which were Earls of doBh 
oester, and considerable benefactors to tl^e Abbey : no figure remaina on 
jthe tomb ; it was opened in 1795, b^ was found to contain only riit>bisl|. 

Between t^o of the columns in the Nave is an ancient slab, bearing 
the following inscription in Lombardic characters: 

LEGER DE PARR GYT ICI, IHEUX DE SA ALME EN EIT MERCI. 

The following curious anagrammatical inscription is on a brass in the 
Nave: 

In hoc Tumulo sepulto jacet Amia ittor Johannis Wiatt, Tewkesburienaig GeaerDti 
qua spiritum ezhalavit xzv August Ao Dni— '«-• In cvgus obitum yenicnkMi 
perlegito subsequentes. 

A me diflce mori, mors est sors omnibus una : 
Mortis et esca fui mortis et esca fores. 
J n terram ex terra terrestris massa meabis ; 
E t capiet cineres uma parata cinis. 

V ivere vis coelo, terrenam temnito vitam ; 

V ita piis mors est mors mihi yita (hs. 
I eiunes, vigiles, ores, credasq* potenti. 
A rdua he : non est mollis ad Astra via 

T e scriptura vocat, te sermo ecclesia mater ; 
T eq. vocat sponsus, spiritus atque pater. 

Against one of the columns of the Nave is a monoteait for Mr. Th€»- 
mas Hartlebury and family. At the west end of the Nave, o» the iMNotk 
aide, is a mural monument to the memory of Richard Bridgto, lieu- 
tenant of the Navy, and bis diildren, and tgainst the nortk wall of ikit 
Aisle is a tablet to Betyamia Jacobs, who died 2nd AngnsI, 1785, set 411k. 
. The.principal monuments in ibo Transepts »e to tlie foUownig : Mra. 
Anne Slaughter, daughter of Daniel Pert, Esq., ob. ^ Oct. A. D. MM. 
let. 84. Arms, 4iyeiil, « mUiar, gxmre^ Stai%hter,inqpating, Argmtp m 
a bend, gules^ three ma$fik9 9f the firsts Pert • 

JiHary Qldiaworth, daitg^r of Thomas Chambeclayne, of Oddingtbn, 
£sq.> who lived a viigia twenty-mBc years, a wiiie five, and a widow 
thirty-nine ; she died 4th August, .1684, set 73. Arms, GftUet, on a/eit, 
10 
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JIBBET CHURCH OF ST. KARY, TBWKBSBURY, OLOUCESTERSHIR& 

mrgemtf three lima p(u$ttnt gwanUtnt, azure. Oldiswortb, impaling, Oulee, 
«» escutcheon, argent, wiihin an mrie of mullets, or. Chamberlayne. 

Prifcilla, wife of Henry Tracf, Esq,, of Southwick, the only daugh" 
ter •f Charles, sen of William Lord Bvoe,. Baron of Wilton and Maldon^ 
bb. 14 Mar. A. Dr 1692. Arms, Quarterly ^ or and gules, on a bend, sabUp 
tksee esealhps, argent, Mur^. 

' John Roberts, Gea. of Fiddington^ ob. 1631. let. 77. Arm»,' Per pale, 
mgent and gules, over all a /§•» rampani, sable, Roberts. 

A moBatteot of freestone bears tiie following inscription : 

Miemoriie Sacrum. Clarissimi Fatri Conano Richardsono ab Equestri Familia 
Ridiaidsononim de Penhore Orrandd, enjt» reeenttorem setatem, linguaram Va- 
rietaa peritia- inartHras progressnin vero hojufl oppidi sumraa tertiaq. pnefectura 
merito decoFayeniiit.*-Gai vero cum octogessunum seituin aetatis su» attigisset 
annum, Ehui postremus illuxit dies. Ejus unicus filius Edwardus Richardsoous 
amoris ac pietatis ergo parenUvit. 

Arms, Argent, on a chief, sable^ three Iwns^ heads erased, of the first, 
bmgued guks, Richardson. 

The Naye of the Church is separated from the Choir by a Screen 
aid GaUery, coBtatning an Or^a», which originally belonged to Mag* 
dalea C<4lege, Oxford, where in his youth Oliver Cromwell had been 
so delig^d with it^ that after he became Protector he bad it conveyed 
to Hampton Courts and placed ifi the Great GaHery there for bis amuse-^ 
mest At the Restoration it was sent back to Oxford, but another hav- 
ing been presented to Magdalen College, it was finally removed t^ 
Teiritesbury Chmrch in 17d7. 

PLATE VI. VIEW OF THE CHOIR, LOOKING TOWARDS THE ALTAR. 

The substmctuve of this part of the Church is vrhoUy Norman; upon the 
massive circular columns of the original work, the Choir rises in pointed 
ardies to the roof, which is richly groioed and painted; the bosses at all 
the iaterse«tioos of the ribs are particukrly£Qe» some are sculptured to re- 
present foliage, others small groups, &c. &c« The peculiar character of 
the orehitectare of the upper part of the Choir is thut which is sometimes 
(Salted the- decorated style, in use about the time of Edward III. and 
Richard II. ; and as Abbot Parker is staled to have built much, we may; 
reasonably condude the Choir to have beea finished during his abbacy : 
he d>ffed in 1413. The large painted windows at the east end, a most 
beautiihl and striking termination of the view, are Avid^d into foui: 
lights eacjb, the mullions of whkh branch into flowing tracery in the 
heads ;• the upper compaHments ate filled with glass of a deep red, the 
admiri^le ruhg, so difficult of attainment bf n^odem glass-painters, 
^l^tt this« are ddineaited branches of the vine^ .with the leaves and fruit 
of white cdour. The heads of the arches to the bays^ or grand divisions 
of the windows) nre adorned with splendid double canopies, rising over 
11 
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the figures of the Earls of Gloucester^ &c., which form the most interest* 
ing portion of the window. The series of benefactors here represented 
consists of eight whole length figures, very similar in their general form 
and position, whose costume, with the general style of the workmi^n- 
ship, fixes the execution of the windows to the period of Edward III. : 
they are full faced, having on their heads conical basinets, to which are 
attached camails, for the protection of the throat,, and on the shoulders 
appear the ailettes ; the armour in which their bodies are cased is of the 
mixed kind, mail and plate, but is covered with the surcoat or jupon, 
blazoned with the arms of each individual, marking precisely the person 
represented. They hold lances in their hands, and the ground, or base 
of each figure is a lawn, or carpet worked with flowers, &a. The portraits 
may be surveyed in the following order. Vide also the pedigree, p. 3,. 
of this account. 

1. Robert Fitz-Hamon, Founder of the Abbey. Arms, on hid sur- 
coat, AxurCy a lion rampant guardant, or. 

2. Robert the Consul, first Earl of Gloucester, natural son of King 
Henry I. Arms on his surcoat, Gutes, three rests, or. Much .diffe- 
rence of opinion exists amongst heraldic writers as to the precise mean-; 
ing of this bearing, which is sometimes called a sufflue, and claHon; it 
appears, with the greatest probability, to represent the rest, or case, used: 
by archers for carrying the long bow when on a march, or not in action^' 

3. Gilbert de Clare, sixth Earl of Gloucester, &c. Arms on his sur-. 
coat. Or, three chevrons, gules. , 

4. Richard de Clare, seventh Earl of Gloucester, &c. Same arms. 

5. Gilbert de Clare, eighth Earl of Gloucester, &c. Same arms. 

6. Gilbert de Clare, tenth Earl of Gloucester, &c. Same arms. 

7. Hugh, Lord De Spenser, styled eleventh Earl of Gloucester, he 
having married Eleanor, the eldest sister . of .Gilbert de Clare, the last 
Earl of that illustrious family. Arms on his surcoat, Quarterhf, argent 
and gules, in the second and third quarter a fret, or; aver, all a bend, 
sable. , ? 

8. William, Lord Zouch of Mortimer, second husband of the above- 
mentioned Eleanor de Clare; he died 1st .March, 1336, and was buried 
in the Lady Chapel. His monumental effigy is still preserved in the 
grounds at Forthampton. Arms on his surcoat. Gules, bezaniy. 

Below the figures are large diapered compartments ; the other window 
contains four whole length representations — 1. The Prpphet DanieL 
2. Jeremiah. 3. Ring Solomon. And, 4. The Prophet Joel. Other armsi 
in these splendid windows are. Argent^ a lion rampant, sable . Bar- 
ry, argent and azure, Grey. Barry nebul6, argent ^ and gules, a bend, 
azure, D'Amorie. Argent, a lion rampant,. sabk, crowned, or,.&c. &c., 
together with Gules, a cross raguUe, or, the amis. of the Ab^ey of Tewkes- 
bury ;. but the coat given in Tanner's Notitia Monastjci^, in Willis's Sc^ls, 
12 J r 
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of Parliamentary Abbeys, and in Rymer's History of the Benedictioes/ 
is Gn^, wUkm a barter arffent, a cross ragul^efOr. 
' The Altar-piece, which is oCthe Dope order, with an elKptical pedi- 
ment, was erected in the year 1726 by private contribution, at which 
time the pews and seats ii\ the. Church were repaired. Behind the High 
Altar was formeriy the Chapel of St Edmund the Martyr, on the ceihng 
of which was represented the J^egend of his life, his being shqt with 
arrows, beheaded^ and the wolf defending his head from other beasts. 
On the south side of the Altar are two very curious and ancient cano- 
jned Stalls, the fronts of which. are painted chiefly in red and gold, the 
backs diapered in various pattern. There were originally three of these 
stalls. 

On .die north, or opposite side of the Altar, is the splendid Monument 
of Hug^, Lord De Spenser, jun., and his Lady, Eleanor de Clare, Coun- 
tess of Gloucester, in whose right he held the Lordship of Tewkesbury, 
and was Patron of the Church. After the death of Piers Gaveston, Earl, 
of Cornwall, this.nobleman became the favourite of King Edward IL, and 
a participator in the dissensions. between that monarch and the confede- 
rate Barons. He was at length taken prisoner at Hereford, and by the 
Queen's orders was hanged, drawn, and quartered in 1326; some of his 
limbs were privately buried.in this Church, and this Monument was erect- 
ed to his memory by his wife, Eleanor de Clare, who died in Jupe, 1337, 
and was here buried : no inscription is upon the tomb, but the effigies of 
both the lord and lady remain tolerably perfect. The Monument is so 
delicate in its execution,. that it has suffered materially in the ornamentd 
part, particulariy of the Ckmronnement, or .canopy, which is of the. richest 
description, and extremely similar to that over the tomb of Sir Guy Bryan, 
of which we have given a view, vide Plate VIII. The basement, of the 
Tomb of Lord De Spenser is panelled in a series of trefoil-headed arches. 
At the head of. this tomb js the sepulchral Monument of Robert Fitz 
Hamon,ihe Founder of the Abbey, which was inclosed within the present 
screen^of. stone-work by Abbot Parker; and more towards the west 
upon the. same Mde, is .the Chapel of St. Mary Magdalen, erected by 
Isabel da Spenser, Countess of Warwick. On the opposite side, of the 
Choir, at:the.foot.of the steps of, the Altar, is. the Chapel of the Holy 
IVinity, conlaiiung the Monunient of Sir Edward De Spenser, Knight 
of the Garter, and his wife Elizabeth, the daughter and heiress of Bar- 
tholomew,. Lord JBurghhersh. He died in 1^75, and his effigies in ar- 
mour is. placed at the top of this Chapel in a supplicatory posture. Upon 
his surcoat.is painted the anns of De Spenser. His lady died in 1409.. 
The opposite side pf this sepulchral Chapel in the south aisle is seen in 
the foregrouiid of Plate XI. 

On. a column upon the north side of the Chancel is a Monument^f 
white ma^He, *\ In memory of George Peyton, M. D., who died Octo- 
la ' 
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ber 22, 1742, aet. 69, and for BuNibeth, his widow, who was the eUent 
daughter of Thomas Karver, Gent, of the City of Wofoester; she died 
May 29, 1778, aet. 76*" Arms, 1. Gules, a cross engraikd, or, i$i. the first 
quarter a mullet, argent, Peyton. 2« Azure, a<ke«rou, ermme, betweem 
three lions* heads erased, or, langued gules. Kanrer. 

On the next column is a monument in memory of Charles Wynde, 
Esq., High Bailiff, who died 8th Sept. 1716, set 67. He gave ten 
pounds per annum for ever, to be distributed by trustees, according to 
the letter of his will, if not so done, to be stopped by his hen* or posses- 
sor of the estate, as oft as deficient Quamqoe <^ns exegi^ &c. Amfy 
GtUes, a chevron between three griffins^ heads erased, or. Wynde, On ike 
same side of the chancel is a monument erected to the memory of IS^xt^ 
beth Townshend, the daughter of Anthony Townshend, Gent and Hi- 
zabeth, his wife, who was the daughter. of John Itfann, sen. Gent^ and 
Bridget, his wife ; by her last will and testament she gave 2007. to belaid 
out for the benefit of the minister of God's word in this paridb, and his 
successors for ever ; she died 20th July, 1686, set. 38. Arms, within 
a lozenge-formed escutcheon. Azure, a chevron ermine betwe^ three 
escallops argent, Townshend. 

In the middle of the Choir (ride the ground pkui) lies buried Henry 
Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, son of Richard, by Isabel, the heiress of 
the De Spenser family. He was crowned King of the Isle of Wight, by 
King Henry YI., by whom he was also created Duke of Warwick, and 
declared premier Earl of England. Henry Beaudiamp married Cicely, 
dau^ter of Richard Neville, Earl of Salisbury, who died in 1401^ and 
was buried in the Lady Chapel. He confirmed all privileges panted to 
the Abbey of Tewkesbury by his ancestors; gave all the ornaments be 
wore to make vestments for the church, and died 11th June, 1446, set 
21. Anne, his sister, became his sole heiress : she was the wtfe of Ri" 
chard Neville, Earl of Salisbury, who in her right succeeded ta the vast 
united inheritance of the De Spensers^and Beauchamps, and was creat- 
ed Earl of Warwick; by this marriage he became possessed of somudfc 
power andinftuence that Henry VI. and Edward IV. held the crown by 
tttms> as this earl favoured either side, but was at length killed at Batnet 
Field, fighting for the house of Lancaster, 1471 ; he left two daughters, 
Isabel and Anne, who, by an act of Parliament in 1473y Avided his in^ 
heritance. Isabel, the eldest of those daughters, married George, Duke, 
of Clarence, brother of Edward TV.', and had the manor oS Tewkesbury 
included in her share. She died 22nd Dec 1476, aet 25, at Warwick^ 
and her body was brought to Tewkesbury on the 4th Jan. £olk>«ring^ 
where Abbot Strensham with great ceremony received it intbe middle of 
the choir, and the funeral office was performed by the Loird Abbot and 
the whole convent, and afterwards by the suffragans of the Bishops of 
Worcester and Landaff, and by the Dean and Chaplains of lite Duke of 
14 i 
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Cktrence, and the ngilft were observed by ^ duke's own fknnly, uaiE 
tbe ttext day, which was Hie vigil of the Ji^iphaay. The soffiragan of thi 
Biihop of Landaff celebrated the first mass of St Mary^ in St. Mary^s 
^apel ; the secmid mass of the Trinity was'celebrated by the Lord Abbot 
at the altar ; and the suffragan of the Bishop of Worcester celebrated the 
Aurd mass of eternal rest, at which Peter Wild, D. D. of the order of 
Minors at Woicdster, preached a sennoa in the <^ir before the as* 
sttmbled prelates. Mass being ended, tiie body was left under the hearse 
in the midst of the choir, for thirty-five days, when solemn exequies were 
daily performed during that time in the convent* Her body was after^ 
wards buried in a^ault behind the high altar, before the door of ^e Lady 
Chapel; and opposite the door of St Edmund the Martyr's chapeK 
€^eofge, Duke of Clarence, who derived from his wife Isabel tiie titles 
of Eari of Warwick and Salisbury, was executed in the Tower of Lon-^ 
don in the next year, and was also buried in the vault behind the high 
idtar, as shewn in our ground plan. 

PLATE VII. VIEW OF THE ^PULCHRAL CHAPEL OF ISABEL, COUN* 
TESS OF WABWICK. 

. Between two of the large Anglo Norman pillars, on the north sid<( 
of the choir, stands the elegant chapel erected by Isabel, Countess of 
Warwick^ in 1438, and by her dedicated to Saint Mary Magdalett. It 
consists principally of two open screens, one towards the choir, and the 
other fronting the north aisle, which are disdnguished by the exuber- 
ance of their decoration, amidst which is observed such a degree of sim^ 
plicity in the character of its ornaments, as to entitle it Co a high rank 
amongst the specimens of this style of architecture. The north side i^ 
diosen for our view, as exhibiting the whole front, the lower part of the 
ehapel next the choir being concealed by the ancient wooden seats of 
the Monks that have been placed against it ; the whole screen is exactly 
eighteen feet nine inches in height, and about seventeen, feet wide, the 
door-way being six feet three inches high, by two feet two inches wide i 
the open screen rises about half the height of the chapel^ the highest part 
being at the west end, and the whole oratory is ieovered by a most beau- 
tiful canopied roof, enriched with pendents, ^viding it into three compart- 
ments, fi^om north to south, this elegant production is faced on the exte- 
rior by a series of canopies, which are supported by light ornamented 
piers containing^ niches tot six statues, three upon each side, between 
K^ht piniiacled buttresses ; upon the upper band or fascia of the screen ; 
begitoihg on ^ef south side U the fbllo^ing inscriptibn : — 

JRtementMe 9m ^^ahtat%t9t Miprnm tntnttt^t bt IBartetttV, 
ipit jb^nc Capeftem ttmtnrttt m H^mmtem SBedte Utatte UtAoftalerie 
et obtft Eotiiiititi^ fiputi MiXinttf Simn 9^1 IRCCCCfffSff ^te 
ftta %^mi^ €bmi0eC}^tei et ^sefittlta m tf^oro, m Oejrtram ^atci^ 
$vtU cttjnji antme ^ttat 9mf, amen. 

Arms upon the side of the chapel next the ehoiry over the door, 1. 
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F}rance and England^ quarterly ^ King Edward III. 21 Castik and 
ixonf ^arferly, Peter King of Castile and Leon. 3. France' and Eng* 
land, quarterly, /Edtnun^ of hejigiey, Dnke of York. 4. France and 
England impaling CkutUe and Leon, Isabel of Castile, Duchess of York. 

5. Clare quartering De i^>e^«^^ Thomas De Spenser^ Earl of Gloucester. 

6. Clare quartering De Spenser and impahng France and England, Con^* 
stance. Countess of Gloucester, who was the daughter of Edmund of 
Langley, Duke of York, and mother of Isabel, Countess of Warwick, 

r^e founder. The armorial bearings upon the side of the chapel next the 
aisle, which is shewn in our view, are as follows : the basement, in three 
divisions, contains, in the first, three angels undercanopies bearing shields, 
1. France and England, quarterly. King Edward III. 2. The bearings 
upon this shield are entirely destroyed. < 3. France and England, quar- 
terly, Edmund of Langley, Duke of York. In the second division of the 
basement are two angels bearing shields. 1, France and England, (quar- 
terly, impaling Castile and Leon, quarterly, Isabel of Castile, Duchess of 
York. 2. Clare and De Spenser, quarterly, impaling France and Eng- 
land, quarterly, Thomas de Spenser, Earl of Gloucester. In the third 
division two angels bearing, 1. France and England^ quarterly, in chief, 
and, Castile and Leon, quarterly, in base, impaling Clare and De Spenser, 
quarterly, Copstiuice, Duchess of Gloucester. The arms on the fascia and 
over the door are, in each compartment, three, 1. The Royal Arms of 
England. 2. The Aims of Clare, Earls of Gloucester. 3. Clare impdiing ' 
^n^fom/, Isabel, Countess of Gloucester, and John, afterwards King of 
England. 4. Dc SpefM/er^ Hugh, Lord De Spenser. 5. De Spenser, im- 
paling Clare.. Eleanor, Countess of Gloucester, wife of Hugh, Lord 
de Spenser. 6. Clare and De Spenser, quarterly, impaling, Burghenh^ 
Sir Edward De Spenser, K. G. A. critic, whom we have before quoted, 
thus describes this beautiful specimen of architecture. *' The Countess 
of Warwick's chapel, for so should this gem of antiquity be called, par- 
takes decidedly of the jPlorufGo^Aio, which began tp prevail in the reign 
of Henry VI. and soon reached that plenitude of ornament which wq 
may admire rather than approve ; it is to the superabundance of its deco- 
ration, that our objection lies. There can be but one opinion on the 
praise which belongs to the exquisiteness of finishing by which the seve- 
ral parts of it are distinguished.. The entablature appearing to rest upon 
light buttresses of singular beauty, gives us an assemblage of fretwork 
which may vie with the finest specimens of similar workmanship in the 
kingdom, the elegant pdm-leaved. parapet which occurs in the division 
between the stories; the numerous escutcheons blazoned; the niches 
and pedestals under their^ respective canopies, once ornamented with 
figures, which fanaticism ha« dislodged; the pendents, dropping like 
congelations in a groUo, fix>m a roof adorned with a most delicate tra^ 
eery, spread over it like a web, these, and a countless multitude of mi-» 
nuter beauties, almost distract attention, and overwhelm the judgment 
vrith their different claims to notice."— >Ctfr«. Disq. p. 104. 
16 
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PLATE Vm.— VIEW OF ST. MARGARET'S CHAPEL, WITH THE MONU- 
MENT OF SIR GUY BRYAN, OB. 1391. 

This light and elegant specimen of monumental architecture, erected 
to commemorate S|ir Guy Bryan, a Knight of the Garter, occupies the 
centre of an open screen which divides the Chapel of St. Margaret, or, as 
it is nowcMed, Bryan's Chapel, from the north aisle, the entrance to 
the Chapel being at the west end, at the head of the tomb. ' 

• Sir Guy Bryan , or de Bryan, was a person of very great note in the reign 
of Edward III. He was standard-bearer to the Ring in the last notable 
fight with the French, at Calais, in 1349, and obtained a pension of two 
hundred marks for life, for his gallant behaviour, and for his prudent 
bearing of the standard there, against the enemy, and there strenuously; 
powerfully, and erectly, sustaining it. He was constituted Governor of 
St. BriaveFs Castle, and Warden of the Forest of Dean, and was Am- 
bassador with the Duke of Lancaster to the Pope, to obtain a ratifica- 
tion of a League between France and England, and was afterwards 
created a Knight Banneret, and again was Ambassador to Rome. * He 
had second grant of two hundred pounds per annum, and the Manor of 
Portham, in Devonshire, and was appointed Admiral of the West in 
1370. In 1371, upon the death of Sir John Chandos, K. G., he was 
installed Knight Companion of the most noble Order of the Garter, and 
married Elizabeth, the daughter of William Montacute, Earl of Salis- 
bury, K. G., widow of Hugh, Lord De Spenser, who died in 1349^ 
without issue. He was summoned to parliament amongst the Barons of 
the realm, from the 24th of Edward III. to the 13th of Richard II., in- 
clusive, the year following which he died, leaving Philippa and Eliza* 
beth, his grand-daughters, his heirs, who were the only children of Guy 
de Bryan, his son, who died during the lifetime of his father. 

Sir Guy Bryan founded and endowed a Chantry at Slapton, near 
Kingsbridge, in Devonshire, and appropriated certain rents in Bristol 
to the office of sacrist in this Abbey, and also to the priest who should 
say the first mass for his soul, every day, at the Altar of St Margaret, 
within the Chapel, with other prayers for his ancestors and posterity; 
viz. the mass of the Trinity, on Sunday ; the mass of the Holy Ghost, on 
Monday; the mass of St. Thomas, on Tuesday; the mass of the Holy 
Itest, on Wednesday; the mass of the Ascension, on Thursday; .the 
nmss of the Holy Cross, on Friday ; the mass of St. Mary, on Saturday ; 
and to whatever priest should so officiate, a weekly stipend, also to the^ 
priest who shall celebrate mass on his anniversary, or on the anniversary 
of.his wife^ Elizabeth, if tiie Abbot, five shillings, and, if the Prior> three 
shillings and fpur-pence ; to him who should read the Gospel, to the 
reader of the Epistle, to him who should hold the paten, and to the 
17 
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precentor and his two assistants, eight pence a piece; to the Prior, 
twelve pencej and to every monk, four pence. 

£lizaj[>eth Montacute, his wife, died many years before him, in 1369, 
when her whole dowry, including Hanley Castle, Tewkesbury Manor, 
Malvern Chace, &c., devolved to her first husband's nephew, Edward 
de Spenser, R. G. 

** The name of Sir Guy Bryan must be joined with that of De Spensav 
as a great benefactor to this Church, in putting up the ceiling under Ibe 
tower, in enlarging the windows, and perhaps in con^ileting several de^ 
signs began and prosecuted by Elizabeth's former husband, till death 
overtook him, and to which, with singular delicacy. Sir Guy Bryto 
might have allowed only the arms of the original projector to be affixed:; 
a resemblance, doubtless, has been intended between their monuments, 
but the copy will not bear to be examined with the original, under imy 
other association it might obtain praise. It has, however, the advan- 
tage of bein^ placed in a better light, and a more commanding situa- 
tion."— Ci«r«. Digq. p. 100. 

The principal difference between the monuments of Sir Guy Bryan, 
and that of Hugh, Lord De Spenser, which is represented near Abbot 
Wakeman's monument, in Plate IX., consists in the deowations of the 
basement, or altar, upon which the figure reposes ; the latter is panelled 
in small trefoil-headed arches, while that of Bryan is divided into three 
Urge quatrefoiled compartments, the centre of whidi is charged widi 
the armorial shield of Sir Guy Btyan, Or, three piks, m pomi, axwrtj 
and those on each side with the same arms impaling the coat of Mpnta^ 
^ute. Argent, three fusils in fe$^ gtUes. 

The Knight is represented by a cumbent statue of alabaster, admira- 
bly executed, and in the attitude of drawing his sword, which is a de-> 
parture from the general style of the period, but is frequetttly found in 
monuments of an earlier date ; the figure is now much mutated, but is 
a most valuable specin^en of monumental fculpture, from the extreme 
ridmess and pecidiarity of the armour; it has originally been pafatted 
and gilt, although little of that ga^udy decoration is now to be dbeo^ 
vered, even to the eye of an experienced anti<piary. The armour is com*^ 
plete, but of the mixed kind ; the head is covered v^th a cowml ba- 
sinet, to which, by a red lace, is attached the camail, formed dn av«y 
curious manner, appar^itly of wires, bent to take the form of rings ex- 
ten4i9g aU round, which is particularly ex[dained in MeyricKs AndeiU 
Armour, vol. ii. Under the jupon was usually worn a convex breast* 
plate, the form of which is evident in this figure. Hie jupon, itself of 
Arabic origin, and generally composed of silk or velvet, is represrated.as 
embroidered, or worked with the arms of Bryan, most curiously diapered 
with a raised composition, which is clearly to be seen under the rig^ arm,, 
where it is less worn than in the other more exposed parts of the figure ; 
18 
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it Teaches to flie raidJle of llie thiglifl; tbe arms are covered by the mafl 
deeyes of the haubergeoD, mtA the vant bras of plate, the left arm is 
unfortunately broken. His mil^ry girdle of red and gold, sustained a 
sword and dagger, both also broken ; his chausses are of mail, with sfips 
of plate above and below Hie genouilliers, and his feet rest on a lion ; 
the crest, under the bead of the figure, is much mutilated, and appears 
to resemble a griffin's head; but from a monumental brass in Seale 
Church, in Kent, to the memory of Sir William Bryan, Knt, it seems 
that a bug^ horn was the family crest. 

Hie canopy, or courtmnemetit, exhibits a most elegant design of the 
pomted style, and consists of four stories of foil-headed arches, open, 
and supported by buttresses of an extremely light construction, termi- 
nating in small crocketted pinnacles; some of the buttresses are now out 
of the perpendicular, and some of the pinnacles gone. 

Within the Chapel of St Margaret are monuments for Thomas At- 
kyns, Esq., son of Richard Atkyns, Esq., of Tuffley, who died in 1608; 
and for Mr. Robert Porter, who died in 1703. 

PLATE IX.— CENOTAPH OF ABBOT WAKEMAN, FIBST BISHOP OF 
GLOUCESTER. 

The Prelate, for whom this splendid memorial was erected, was bora 
in the adjoining county of Worcester, and received an education for the 
Chmroh) amongst the Benedictine monks in Gloucester College, in the 
Unirersity of Oxford, of which order he became a member, and at length 
succeeded Henry Beoly in the Abbacy at Tewkesbury, according to 
Dyde's ** History, &c.'' The precise time of Abbot Beoly's death has not 
been ascertained, and other accounts mention an intervening Abbot, 
John Walker, who, it is stated, died in 1531, and was buried in this 
C%uroh under a marble slab, adorned with his arms, and was succeeded 
in the same year by John Wakeman, who continued at the head of the 
monastery for ten years, and surrendered his office at the time of the Re- 
formation. » Having submitted to the king's supremacy, he was soon 
afterwards a|^nted the first Bishop of the See of Gloucester, which 
was erected by charter of Henry VIII., dated 4th September, 1541. 
He was also Chaplain to his Majesty, and at the revisal of the several 
translations of the New Testament, by the most learned divines, he had 
the Book of Revelations assigned to his superintendence. Bishop Wake- 
man died about the beginning of December, 1549, when he was suc- 
ceeded at Gloucester by the celebrated martyr, Bishop Hooper, and ac- 
cording to Godwin's Catalogue of Bishops, was buried at Worthington, 
or Wormington, but Anth. Wood thinks his interment was at Forthamp- 
toB, where it is known he had a house and private chapel, and oflten re- 
8ided.--*AlAcik», i. 579. 

The gorgeous Cenotaph, represented in die annexed plate, had been 
19 
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constructed by Wakeman during his lifetime, and while he was Abbot 
of Tewkesbury, doubtless with the intention of being buried in. a Taolt 
beneath. Amid all the splendour of monumental .decoration, of which 
the age admitted, the person of the Abbot is here represented by a 
cadaver, or emaciated figure, which is commonly called The Starved 
Monk, stretched upon a shroud. The tomb is constructed with an open 
recess, beneath the slab, upon which this figure is laid out, and here, 
it is supposed, the cadaver would have been removed at his decease, 
while a cumbent figure of the Abbot, in pontificalibus, would have oc-? 
cupied the upper tablet, had not the dissolution of the Abbey, and his 
consequent removal, frustrated the design. Such a disposition is seen 
on the tomb of Archbishop Chichele, in Canterbury Cathedral, and is 
not uncommon on monuments of ecclesiastics, though very rarely seen 
upon those of the nobility. 

This cenotaph is so situated as to form a part of the screen of the 
Chapel of St. Edmund the Martyr, standing north-east from the high 
altar. Our view is taken within the Chapel, shewing, in the distance^ 
part of the screen, at the back of the altar ; and, on the right, De Spen- 
ser's monument. The whole cenotaph is composed of rich workmanship, 
light and florid screen-work, nothing solid. The basement, or altar part, 
of the tomb, as we have observed before, forms an open recess, adorned 
with most curious perforated work upon the front, towards the ambula- 
tory. The piers which support the canopy, are faced with light gra4uc^d 
buttresses, between which are lofty ornamented octangular pedestals, sur- 
mounted by niches, with their canopies for statues ; and, between the 
piers, springs a light and beautiful arch, foliated at its lower edge, with 
the spandrils perforated with quatrefoils ; from beneath the centre of this 
arch descends a very rich, but somewhat heavy pendent ornament, of 
an ogee form, immediately over the figure, a singular and bold devia- 
tion from the monumental style of the age. Above the whole are three, 
projecting canopies, with their pinnacles and gables crocheted and 
under wrought with tracery of the most delicate workmanship. It was 
hardly possible that such elaborate decoration could escape mutilation. 
A portion of the west end, or head of the monument, which originally 
projected beyond the piers, has been destroyed, and some of the tracery 
of the curious pendent arch has also suffered, but the whole maybe con- 
sidered as a tolerably perfect example of the richest and most elegant 
design of sepulchral monuments. 

PLATE X.—MONUMENT OF ABBOT CHELTENHAM, OR 1609, &c. 

Richard Cheltenham succeeded Abbot Strensham, who died in 1481, 
21 Edward IV., and continued at the head of this monastery during the 
reigns of Edward V., Richard III., and Henry VH ; dying in 1609» 
he was here interred. The monument represented in our plate was long 
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ttssifned to Abbot Fortington, but an inrestigatioii of the style, and de- 
vices with which it is adorned, has proved the date of tiie structure to be 
much moire recent, and the arms and initials are found to correi^nd 
with Cheltoiham alone. It forms the only part now remaining of tilie 
screen of one of the Chapels upon the south side of the Church, and, in 
the distance of our view, a part of the altar-screen, and above it, the 
paitited windows in the chancel are seen. 

This monument consists of an ornamented basement, or altar, divided 
into four compartments, containing moulded quatrefoils, with large shields 
i^ the centre ; upon these shields no blazonry is to be found, but, in the 
•pandrils of the canopy, upon large branches of sculptured foliage, are 
four shields, two upon each side ; the largest contain the letters ]tl* 4l*» 
entwining a crozier, the monogram of the Abbot ; the smaller shields 
are .'charged with a chevron, between three escalop shells, and over all a 
Palmer's staff, in pale ; the arms of Richard Cheltenham. The canopy 
is arched quite in the Tudor style, very flat, but rising to an apex, its 
soffit is sculptured with groins and ornamented bosses, bearing the let* 
ter It* and a crozier, C« and a palmer's staff: some are carved with an 
eScalop, and others with a Palmer's scrip or wkllet upon foliage, boldly 
wrought. No effigies appears ever to have been placed upon the mbnu- 
tnent, or is there any inscription now remaining. The whole was, pro- 
bably, at its erection, surmounted by a frieze and cornice, which is now 
diestroyed by time, or rather wantonness. A monument which is seen 
through the arch of the above, on the right hand, contains a stone coffin, 
inscribed %t3i}amtfi 3ibbai JbWUi^ Hoci, in Lombardic characters, which 
is sn'pposed to commemorate Abbot Cotes, who died in 1347 ; this coffin 
was opened in the year. 1795, and within it were then found remains of 
sacerdotal habits, wiUi the arms of Clare upon them ; but it should be 
observed, that the monument, within which this coffin is now placed, 
seems of much later date than the time of Edward III,, when the Ab- 
bot died, and is. conceived to have been erected to the memory of some 
other person : more westward is another ancient monument, cont^aining 
the stone coffin of a monk, unknown. 

PLATE XI.— VIEW OF THE SOUTH AISLE. TOMBS OF ABBOTS, &c. 

The monument on the left hand of this Plate, which is the most con- 
spicuous in the series of Abbots' tombs here represented, is that of a 
monk, unknown ; the arched recess of which it is composed is much or- 
namented, terminating in an exceedingly rich finial, sculptured with fo- 
liage, upon each side were pinnacles, but one of them has been broken 
off about the middle ; its date is of the reign of Edward III., judging 
from the style of the workmanship. The next monument, upon th^ same 
side of the aisle, is that of Alan, Prior of Canterbury, a man of great 
learning, who received tfie benediction in the year 1187, 34 of Henry II., 
21 
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haviag been ^friend of ArehbislK^ B^kel, wkoae biogiaphy he com- 
piedy toge&er with Us passion and auracleSy to proskMe his eaiOBislBi- 
lioB. QmubrUoffUi de viii ei procemu & 3%osue Canhuarieimi ei Ma^ 
tyiis^per Idbertate Eecl€$im9tie&^ % book colleoted out of the fovr his* 
toruuWy who were coDtemponury and ooRTenuMit with Becket, viz. H»- 
bert de Hoscham, Johaimes CanioteDsis» IxuKeliniis Gantorbunensis^ 
and Alanus Teukesburiensis, who are introdnoed as so many relators 
of &cts interchangeably^ was printed at Paris in 1405, and is known by 
the name of QmadHfoiriita Hutoria. Abbot Alan died here in 1202^ 
and was buried underneath the arcbed recess^ in the south wall, whei^e 
is a stone coffin^ with his name on the ledge ; it was opened a few years 
ago, and lus remains were found wHh all ^e habiliments and mingns of 
tte Benedictine order, in tolerable preseryatton ; the arch of the tomb is 
surmounted by a plain gable, rising in straight lines, without finial or 
erodcets. Anodier monument, beyond that of Abbot Alan, has an or^ 
Bttmented finial, with pinnacles on the sides, but appears to be nearly of 
the same date. In the wall, between the two first^mentioBed monu- 
ments, is the door of the Vestry, with three very curiously scidptared 
corbels over it. The Diacoiium Magnum, or Great Vestry ; the original 
destination of this chamber contained the dtar service of plate, the copes, 
and o^r Yestmento of the prieste, &c. ; the arches of the windows and 
doorway of thb Vestry are^distinguished by ornamented bosses down 
the sides of the mouldings, with a fillet of the same description sur- 
romding die slender piHars, banded together, upon raised pedestals, 
support the ceiling. The foreground and right hand side of the view, m 
•nr plate, is occi^ned with the sepulchral monument of Sir Edward' De 
Spenser, within a Chapel dedicated to the Holy Trinity ; the open seieen 
af which is in two divisions, with the door in Uie most distant. 

In the south aisle are also these monuments : one inscribed, ** Heie 
lyeth Anne, the eldest daughter of Shr Fade Tracy, Knt, first wife to 
Edward Hafl, Esq., and widowe to WilMam Ingram, Esq., who de- 
osaaed, 24th Febnmry, A.D. 1039." Arms, within a lozenge, Or, be- 
tween two bemk gules, an acalop in ekief, $abk. Another for John 
Gdding, Esq., who died in 1642. 

There are two hamlete in the parish, viz. Mythe and Southwick, and 
the whole oontainedi in 181i» a populatioB of 4,090. 



aa 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 



, b;i^ 



t.t.' s, . 












Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^^- 




,j**.Wi*^^.- 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HEREFORDSHIRE; 

VICAR, 
, THE REV. JAMES WATTS. ,,„ 



The town of Ledbury is situated on a gentle declivity, within a small 
but pleasant valley, formed by the Dog-Hill, on the north-east and other 
eminences, in the Hundred of lladlow, on the east side of the county. 
At a short distance on the west flows the river Leddon, which gives 
name to the town, and taking a course, due south, through Gloucester- 
shire, unites its waters with the Severn. 

The Church is a large building in an early style of architecture, but 
having undergone many alterations at diflFerent periods, it has conse- 
quently lost some portion of its original character, though it still dis- 
plays many fine specimens of sculpture in its ornaments, and is interest- 
ing in its general effect : the view we have chosen is from the south-west 

Edwin, a powerful Saxon, son of Edric the Forrester, who lived in 
the time of William T., gave Ledbury to the Church of Hereford, having 
been cured of the palsy at the intercession of St, Ethelbert. 

The Lord Bishop of Hereford is now the patron, and appoints two 
prebendaries, or portioners of the upper and nether Hall, in this Church, 
who are the joint patrons of the living. The present portioners are the 
Rev. Joseph Martin and the Rev. James Watts. 

Tn the Church were formerly Chaun tries of the Holy Trinity, St. 
Anne, and others. John Treffant, Bishop of Hereford, founded here, 
^.bout the year 1401, a College of Priests, consisting of a Custos, or 
Master, eight Chaplains, besides Clerks, Ministers, and Servants, which 
was liberally endowed. Henry lY, incorporated them, but, at the Re- 
formatiou, it was dissolved ; and the lands ^ven to the crown, in the 
1st year of Edward VI. On the north side of the Church is a very 
handsome portion of the building, called the Deacon's Lodgings, which, 
in later times, was converted to a School House, but is now the re- 
ceptacle of lumber. It is supposed to have been originally founded by 
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John Stoke, from an inscriptioii upon a pew : ** 'Q.tginti tt ^tp tti^tS 

3oi)anne ;6tote ^mt nats tt ii earners fuerunt sniffcato/' 

In the Church is a monument of Sarah Skippe, oh. 1665, and others 
to members of the family of John Skippe, D. D.» Bishop of this Diocese 
{h>m 1689 to 1553. 

At the east end of the Chancel is a slab to die memory of Charles, son of 
Francis Godwin, Bp. of Hereford, and to his wife Dorothy, inscribed : — 

PRiBIBIT DOROTHEA, SEQUITUR CAROLXJS, 

AMBO RESURGtFNT. 
OODWTN THE ONE, GODWUN THE OTHER. 

At the east end of the Korth Aisle is an ancient tomb of freestone^ 
with a mutilated recumbent figure of a female. 

There are also monuments in the Church for Richard Caple, £sq.» ob. 
1601. Thomas Chambers, Esq., ob. 1605. John Heywood, Esq. of 
Wellington, alias Prior's Court, in this county, ob. 1614. Thomas 
Cupper, Esq. of Glympton, in Oxfordshire, ob. 27 June, 1621. 

In the Chancel is buried John Thornton, D. D., Vice Cham^eHor of 
Oxford, and Master of the Hospital, in this town, founded by Hugh Foliot, 
Bp. of this Diocese, dedicated to God and St Catherine, for the reception 
of poor people and travellers. 

Anne, the wife of Ambrose Elton, of the Hazel, Esq., daughter of 
Sir Edward Aston, Knight and Baronet, and sister of Sir Walter Aston, 
BaronofFor£Ear,ofTixall. She died, 5th Feb. 1660. Her husband was 
buried by her in 1659. 

Stay, reader, here lies the l»ody of Jamei Bailey, late of Ledbury, Corvisor, who 
departed this life 13 December, 1674, st. 100 yrs. and 8 mths. He was die 
youngest brother of Humphrey Bailey of Ocul Fychard, and of Samuel Bailey, late 
of Hereford. These three brothers Uyed the age of 300 yrs. What one wanted 
the other made up. — Mors rapit omnia. 

John Hoskins, D. D. Vicar of this Church, is buried here with an epi- 
taph beginning thus : — 

Sub pedibus Doctor jacet hie in legibus Hoskins, 
Esse Pius docuit, quodq. docebaterat, &c 

The Tower of the Church is distinct from the body, and is surmounted 
b/ a modem spire. * 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



€im^ of ^t H^ttit anti 8»t j^ul 

LEOMINSTER, HEREFORDSHIRE. 



VICAR, 
THE REV. G. W. CURTIS. 



JL HE town of Leominster is situated in a rich and fertile vale, and on 
the banks of the river Lug, which making a considerable flexure, flows 
along both its northern and eastern sides, and here receives a second 
tributary stream, the Pinsley. It is distant about thirteen miles north 
from fiereford, and one hundred and thirty-seven west-north-west from 
London. 

It appears from a comparison of various authorities, that a Monastery 
was founded here, in honour of St. Peter, about the year 660, by Mer- 
wald, sovereign of the western part of Mercia, who committed the charge 
of it to Eadfrid, by whom he had been converted to Christianity. This 
establishment was destroyed in the wars with the Danes, and was suc- 
ceeded by a College of Prebendaries, which was subsequently replaced 
by an Abbey of Nuns. The violation of Edgiva, the Abbess, by Sweyne, 
eldest son of Earl Godwin, in 1046« for which he was at first driven into 
banishment, by Edward the Confessor, seems to have been the com« 
mencement.of those enormities which terminated in the total loss of his 
power and possessions ; but the circumstance of there being nuns here in 
1086, which is evident from the Domesday Survey, invalidates Tanner's 
conjecture that this outrage occasioned the ruin of the convent The nuns 
were dispersed, however, and their estates enjoyed by laymen, some time 
prior to the year 1125, when Kang Henry I. gave this foundation, with 
every thing belonging to it, to hb new Abbey of Reading, in Berkshire, 
to which it afterwards became a subordinate cell of Benedictine monks. 
tn 1239, the Priory and the Parish Church were re-dedicated to St. 
Peter and St. Paul, by Ralph de Maydenstan, Bishop of Hereford, 
who granted a charter of indulgence in consequence. 

The right of the Abbots of Reading to appoint monks of their house 
Priors of Leominster, was contested in the thirteenth century by the 
Bishop of Hereford's Official; but the proceedings were stopped, on the 
interposition of Edward I., and the ultimate decision does not appear to 
have been recorded. In the year 1402, the Priory was laid under heavy 
contributions by Owen Glendower, who had taken possession .of the 
town : it was then in its most flourishing state, many persons giving up 
their estates for a life support in the house. 

The revenues of this foundation exceeded those of any other cell in 
Bngland; and even of some abbeys. Tanner, quoting the MS. Register 
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LEOMINSTBR CHURCH. 

of fidWMrd Fox, Bi8hot> of Hereford, 9tate8 thdr yearly tunotuit in 1536 
to have been 666/. 19s. 8d., of which 448/. 4t. 8d. were paid to Reading 
and in other reprises. 

The present Church consists principally of a splendid body, of the 
Pointed style of architecture, united on the north side to the m<Mre an- 
cient Parish Church and its Tower, as shewn in Plate I. Hie chief 
entrance is through the Tower, by a western doorway, beneath a semi- 
circular arch, having zigzag and billet mouldings, the lower members of 
which, with the exception of zigzag course, are slightly pointed. The 
capitals of the columns are ouriously wrought with scroll-like foliage, 
doves, lions, hlies, &c. Over the door-way is a round-headed window, 
now peirtly blocked up ; but the upper windows of the Tower are point- 
ed. At the south-western angle of the Tower is a projection, resem- 
bling a buttress, in which is a flight of steps leading to the tc^. The 
great western window of the Church displays some handsome tracery; 
its principal mulHons are supported, in a singular manner, by iron cramps, 
which extend from buttresses connected with the basement story, but 
detached above it, and terminated by pinnacles. The mouldings and 
centre muUion of another window at the west end of the Church, to the 
north of that just described, are enriched with a curious ornament, appa- 
rently representing the unblown calyx of a flower. The five windows 
on the south side of the Church all resembled this origmally, but two 
of them requiring to be repaired in 1812, were altered into a plainer 
style. Between the roof of the choir and that of the old Church, or north 
aisle, b a small bell tower, surmounted by a crocketted pinnacle. 

The interior of the old Church is delineated in Plate II. : its floor is 
much raised ; its columns are short and massive, of the Anglo-Norman 
period : over the arches they sustain is a range of blank arches, sup- 
ported by rectangular pilasters, each of which includes two smaller 
arches of the same description, with their pilasters. Above these is a 
series of rectangular compartments, having their superior angles canted 
off, some of which open into windows. This division of the Church is 
separated from the less ancient structure, in the Pointed style, by a 
wall, galleries, and wUinscotting, which are built over another range 6f 
the ancient columns. 

There were three chantries in thia Church, to each of which a priest 
was appropriated; viz. the chantry of St Mary, that of the Trinity ser- 
vice, and that of the service of our Lady of Pity, otherwise called the 
t^hantry of Philip ap Morgan's Lands. Many altars were also dedicated 
to the service of particular saints, as well in this Parish Churdi as in that 
of the Priory. The charter granted by ftobert. Bishop of Bereford, 
soon after 1130, announces the consecration of the altars of the Boly 
Cross, in the Parish Church, with that of those dedicated to St Btary 
lAagdalene, St Margaret, and St. Katharine. 

In 1380, a new roof was made to the Chancel of the Boly Cross. 
t 
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U^pMIMSTBB CHURCH. 

On Nov. IBy 1690, a fire deitojed the whote iolerior pf t^ eastern 
part of the, Chvrcky whi^sh was lebiiilt a few years afterwardb^ in a. style 
altogether incongruous to the remainng portions^ of the ancient edifice; 
beiD|^ supported by four large columns of the Tuscan order. The length 
of the entire Church, which is also that of the most aneieai part^ ibfe 
north or back aisle, as it is called, is 125 feet ; its total width is 124 feet, 
and its height 52 feet^ wbUe a noble Tower to the north-west risee to 
the eleyation of 09 feet. 

The body of the Church b regularly pewed with oak; over the Conr 
munion Table is a fine Altar-piece, after Rubens, the subfect being the 
Lord's Supper; on each side of which are Tables with the Ten Com- 
mandments, in gilt letters; also Moses and Aaron; and, lastly, the 
Lord's Prayer and the Belief, with a g^ory over the Altar-piece. At the 
west end is the Font, oyer which is the organ, erected in 1737. 

The ancient monuments in this Church were destroyed by the fire and 
consequent fall of the east end in 1669 ; it would appear, from the scanty 
notices of them given by Blount and other antiquaries,, that there were 
fe# of importance. 

The following account of an ancient inscription, formerly in this 
Chtrrch, is given by Price, in his Historical and Topographical Account 
of Leominster. 

*' Coppie of the inscripsione found by me John Hackhnyte, of Eaton, in 
Herefordshire^ uppon a brassen plate en the wall of the souik side efthe 
Chirche ofLeomimter, in the said countie ofHereford^ 1592. All the 
tetters were ctU oute in brasion plate, andfaestened upon a timbre JeHe 
into the wall, and have been washed over with white ^ at such time the 
said Chirche had been cleaned. 

" My foremost fathers did bmldiipon this my tows, and at Kenehiiford, and 
Meadwellhamslede, andlincoln, and Leicesttr, and Kenefanworth, and 
Clint, and Kenelmstrone, and Winchcombe, and Hereford, and Sutton, and 
Kenchester, and Westminster, and Vemlum, and Nottinghame, and War- 
wick, and Gloucester, and Stanford, and Beikdey, and Tewkesbuiy, and 
Buneowtt, and Tamworth, and Sdesbmy, and Sempringliam, and lihcolae, 
and Crididme his Ley, and Off-Ckuich. Christ loved ne, and was my 
moat righteous defience always. I have loved Chriat, and fi» hit lote my 
lands I forsook (i. e. gave) but my King^knd and also my Kendmworth^ I 
do not forgive (i. e. give) I am Christ's Kenehne, and Kenelmbald is my 
Kinsman at Clinton.'' 

(All in Saxon characters.) 
** An explanation at large of this monument,'^ observes Mr. Price, ^^ is 
in the Addenda to Weaver's Funeral Monuments, by which it appears, 
that the person to whotti this inscription did belong, was descended from 
the ancient Saxon Kings, and died about the year 1060. His ancestors 
had a castle in the neighbourhood of Leominster, the site of which may 
be traced: it was called Kenelmbaldston; by abbreviation, KimboMton. 
The way to it from Leominster is well known by the name of the Cornish 
Way." 

3 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LEOMINSTBR CHURCH. 

Moimty in his MS. collections for the flistory of Herefordshire, med-' 
tions aa alabaster figure of a lady in the old Church, but without in- 
scription or arms. It is said to have represented a great benefactress 
to the Church and Town, probably, according to Price, Matilda Mow- 
bray, whose charter to the men of Leominster, is still extant. 

There are no modem monuments of particular interest in the Church. 
In the Churchyard is the tomb of Mr. John Ward, many years manager 
of a company of comedians, and grandfather of the late Mr. John Kemble 
and of Mrs. Siddons. It bears the follpwing inscription : 

" Here waiting for our Saviour's great assize. 

And hoping thro' his merits hence to rise. 

In glorious mode, in this dark closet lies 

John Ward, Gent. 

Who died Oct. 30, 1773, 

Aged 69. 

Also, Sarah his wife,- who died 

Jan. 30, 1786. Aged 75 years.'* 

In the Churchyard are also memorials for Mrs. Joan Seward, who 
died in 1767» and Mrs. Wheel, in 1702, both aged 103; also of Mar- 
garet Mapp, who died in L802, aged 107; and of Betty Perry, near 
Leominster, m 1810, aged 100. 

The living is a discharged Vicarage, valued in the. King's books at 
10/. St. 8d. The King is the Patron. In 1631, the celebrated dissen- 
ter, JohnTombes, was appointed Vicar; he was driven from Leominster 
in 1641 by the King's forces, but returned hither, after undergoing many 
vicissitudes of fortune, a short time prior to the Restoration. Soon after 
that event, however, being apprehensive of persecution, and having 
married a rich widow, he retired from the clerical profession, and went 
to reside at Salisbuiy, where he died in 1676, aged 73. W. Whittle, 
who succeeded him in the Vicarage, is recorded to have had nineteen 
children by one wife. 

The Priory was situated to the north-east of the present Church, on 
the little river Pinsley. Some of the buildings are yet standing ; among 
them is the Priory House, which has undergone various alterations 
since the Dissolution. Lord Conihgsby had it fitted up for a county 
gaol, thinking he had interest sufficient to remove the assizes from Here- 
ford to Leominster. It was afterwards rented by the Corporation, and, 
in 1717 or 1718, made into a Mansion-house for the Bailiff of the town. 
It has since been converted into a house of industry for the poor of Leo- 
minster. The Oil Mill on the Priwy Green was the Cora Mill belong- 
ing to the Priory. The name of an adjoining meadow, now called Alm» 
huery Close, designates the site of another of the conventual buildings. 
The unevenness of the ground, to the eastward of the present Churchy 
is supposed to mark the foundations of the Priory Church, which,, ac' 
cording to Leland, '' was Ifere joyned to the east end of the paroch 
chirche, and was but a small thinge;*' 

4 
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»ABRIDGEWORTH, HERTFORDSHIRE; 

VICAU, 
EEV. TfiOMAS HUTCHINSON* 



This Ckuroh hi Yery pleasandy situated at tfae east oiid of (&e town of 
t^abridgewortli, o^ tiie:batik8 of the liitl« riter 8tort, whieb here separates 
the ddttiity of Hertford firom Essex* It is in the Deanery of Braughing, 
land Diocese Df London, the Bishops of which are now its patrons; but 
originally tbe Vicarage appears- to hare been apprt^riated to the Abbey 
^StPeter^s^ Westminster, by WUlianr Mandeville, Earl of Essex, in the 
teigft of Henry IL, who ^'gare the Church to ^e. Monks of West- 
Hdttster in pure alua" At what time the* present- edifice was built is 
«iot irecotded, but» frolil the prerailiBg style of its architecture, it may 
iRS assigned to tbe »ra of Henry IV. The view of the exteriot, plate i, 
is taken from tbe south-east, shewing &e Potfch on the south ; at the 
went «nd is a low square TOW^t^, embattled^ ^m which rises a very 
«Kall> but elegant tuper Sptre^ coVered^ with lead, reticulated in the 
joints^ rendering it .both lig^t and ornamental* On the exterior lof the 
Tower is teen the staireaBe turret The Church consists of ^ Nave, 
aofth and south Aisles, and a large Chancel at the east end, septtr&ted 
from the body by an open screen. 

The Churckhas a pieturesque appearance from almost every point of 
.tiew, but particularly so from the banks of the river., which meanders in 
beautiful curves through a most fertile country for some miles on either 
ftidn of Sabridgeworth. 

The iAteiior is stiiking, from the number of handsome Monument! 
which it contains ; many of the corbels of the roof are curious and well 
sculptmred^ and a great portion of the old seats remain. In the mrddle 
Aisle IS n marble slab, ialtidd with braiui, to the memory of Geoffiy 
Joidytie, mid Catharine and Johanna, his wives^, who dtied 11th January, 
1470;' he wto the father of Sir Ralph Joslyne^ Knt., twice Lord Mayor 
iyf tbe City of London, who died 2Mk Oct 147a At the emit end, on 
the tordi side» is a very fine marble bust by Baeony of B«bert Jooelyne» 
lioid Ohancelli^ of Ireland in 1739i he wni created Baron Newport^ 
Sdkh Nov. 174^, and Vkcomtt Joeelyhe, eA. Pec. 1766^; he died in 
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ST. mart's church, SABRIDOSWORTH, HERTFORDSHIRE. 

London, Dec. 8rd, 1766. On the south ftide of the entrance to the 
Chancel, is a small moral monument " to the precious memory and 
name" of Sir William Hl|witt, Kot., ob. 1697, a|td Dame Elizabeth, 
his wife, who 'died in 1646. It is'addrned with' half-fength figures of 
the Knight and his Lady, and is seen in our view of the interior. 

The screen of the Chancel is perforated whb small tnfoll headed 
arches : over this was formerly the rood loft, the steps to which are now 
remaining in the south Aisle. The Chancel is large, and rich in Sepul- 
chral Monuments, kept very clean, and in most excellent preservation, 
the most ancient of which is against the north, wall, consisting of an 
Altar Table, upon which are the mutilated effigies of a man armed, 
and his lady ; above the tomb is a tablet inserted in the wall : ** Heare 
lyeth John Jocelyne, Esq., and Phillip his wife, which John died. An. 
Dom. 1625." On the same side is a monument to the memory of Sir 
Walter Mildmay, Knt, of Pishobury, who died 24th Feb. 1606^ with 
his figure in armour, and that of his Lady, Dame Marie, the daiight^ 
of Sir William Walgrave, of Smalbridge, in Suffolk, both kneeling 
before a table covered with tapestry, edged with fringe, and a double 
desk, with two books upon it, his son standing in armour behind .hini, 
with an inscription under it. At the east end of the Chancel are .thff^ 
Hatchments for members of the family of Jocelyne, whose chief se^t 
has been at Hide Hall, near this town, from the time of Henry Ilt^; 
the first. bears the arms of Jocelyne; vis., axvre, a circular wreath, argtmi 
ondMabkt fear hawhf belk jmmed thereto in quadratarep or. Creat,:« 
fakmCt leg betied^ or, crated gaU$. Motto; Fairemcn devoir.' Second 
Hatchment, quarterly of six, vis., 1. Jocelyne .as before, with an esciil*' 
cheon of Ulster. 2. Ajsure a feu or. 8. Criciet, a griffin eegreami, 
withm a border engrailed, or. 4. ChUee, an eeemi^eon' Urgent, wUhin m 
ark of martlets, or, 6. Gvke, on a ealtier engrailed, or, fioe einqnefirik 
of the first, and a chief ermine. 6. Axwre, three cinquefoili or. The 
third Hatchment has nine quarterings, viz. six, as before; 7. CMee;two 
Hone passant argent, over all, a bend ermine. 8. Sabk, two ban argent, 
in chirf, three plates. 0. Jocel3rne. 

Against the south wall of the Chancel is a Monument and Bust of 
Sir Thomas Hewitt, Bart, of Pishobury, who died August 4, 1062, set. 
67, bearing the arms of Hewitt impiding, ermine, on a chevron indented 
axwre, three crowns or, motto, Honeetwm mtili: opposite to which is a 
Tery hahdsoine monument of his son George, Viscount Goran and 
Baron of St. Jamestown, in Ireland; he died in 1689, ztt 87. He is 
represented at full length, in a complete siiit of armour, but withio^it his 
helmet, and is standing upright, under a canopy, supported by colomns, 
over whibh, are his arms, viz.^iclet, a cAemm engrailed between thretUnols 
mgeni. Crest, a falcon belled or. Supporters, deixter side, a fakonor, 
m^ wings expanded argent, ^bister side, a grgphon or, wings h- 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



^^sassssmik: 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 






: ,4 «••»•! •'.- 



.. '. ' .. *. .' ''-y -'^' • 

. ..^ .... •.. .. \: . .'.-. ^v:h 

■ . •■ . :...! ?: ■ k: • « : U 

...... • .■ , >.. ■ u •■ ! t M.^! ' ; 

•V . f^n .(,'1 :''ti if, / «?-.^ .;-*/^ 



u',^: It. • i'-t:*.^ ». =" r-.:- *'''>irm Air, but w " ".:* 1 -^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




Digitized by VjOOQiC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SAINT MA«y!s CH17RCH, SABRU>CI£WPRTH» HEKTrORDSMIRB; 

pmcfed arg€h$, coUared, axure, bUielte or^ motto, vi^Uando : at the base 
18 a long L^tin insciiptioD to his neoibry ; he left his- estate at Pisbo* 
bury to his sister. Arabella: Lady yt^isemaDy whose daughter Anne nntr- 
ried the Honorable Henry Lumley, only Ivoflier to Blchacd, Earl'of 
Scarborough, to whom there is aiso a neat marble slab» He died 
Crorenior of Jersey » 18th of 0<teber> 1722, st 62, and their danghter^ 
Frances, died 13th Oct. 1719, set. 6. On a flat stone is an inscription 
to the memory of William Gardiner, Esq., of Pishobury, who died the 
29th of November, 1792, aged 41 years ; also Christopher, his son, who 
died, August, ,1725, aged 4 months.. At the entcanoe into the Chancel, 
is a marble slab covering a vault, with the • arms of Hewitt impiJing 
Litton, Anno Dom. IWQ. 

The second p^ate represents the interior view of the south Aide, 
looking ea^t, across the body of the Church, whidi is separated from 
the aisles by clustered pillars, and pointed archi9s, composed of very 
bold mouldings; : the. ceiling is here seen, which consists of panels 
formed by the intersection of the beams, supported by brackets, rest- 
ing on corbels; those at the east end are of stone, and are sculptured 
with the attributos of the evai^lists boldly executed. At the west 
end of this Aisle is the font, of an octagonal, form, ^ a pedestal and 
base; within the quatrefoil panels, on the sides, have been. shields of 
arms, but their biearings are now entirely d^aced. In the Chiiroh is a 
great number of brasses inlaid on marble slabs; but the mostinterest- 
ing, is one seen in tlm fore-ground of the view, plate 2. It is finely exe* 
cuted, and is supposed to commemorate a branch of the Pianta- 
. gfnet family; the full length figures represent a Knight and a Lady; 
the Knight. is in plate armour, with his' feet resting on a greyhound: 
at the upper: corner of the marble. is the arms of old France: and 
England, quarterly. The Lady's head is covered by a coif, and her neck 
bare, she is clad in a loose robe and mantle ; at her feet is a little dog. 
In Uie upper part of the slab, over her head, is the arms of England; 
with a label of France as borne by the Plantageneto, Earls of Lancaster t 
the date oi the Monument may be assigned to' the latterend of the four- 
teenth, or to the beginning of the fifteenth century, by the mode of bear- 
ing the arms, as well as the. costume of the figures. It is somewhat sin- 
gula|:, that this curious Monument should have been passed over by the 
historians of the county, Chaiincy and Salmon. Neidier Sandfiord, nor 
^is continuator in the tiojdl GemetUogies, S.teblnng, appear to have ever 
se^n it. Upon another slab in this Aisle, are Uie figure^ of a Knight and a 
Lady, spiritedly ««ecuted, with this inscription in Boman dapitali, rviz. : 

" Here lycth biiried EdvcatdLevendiorp, Esquire, wlioclied in Decemh. 1551, - 
(being y* eldest sonne of Tbomas LeTenthorp, Eaquiie, and Elizabeth his 

wife, y' the daughter of Barlee of Aldbury, Esqiure. Theize eldest 

sone was also Edward, who married Mary Parkei;, the second daughter of 
& Hany Parker, Knight, y« eldest sone of Harry, lo Mor***.'' 
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SAINT MARY'S CHUUCU, SAMUDOBWOBTH^ HBSTMftDtemK. 

AguAst the south waU, tom»di the east esd of this Aisle^ is a large 
autal Moamneat, consistiily of coliinwiw sopporting en eroh ; undeir which 
is npfesented a Knight in jeomplete armoior, in a reclining postoffr, and, 
bel6v hiiBy a Lady, who is abo reclining, tolerably sculptured, to the me-* 
nory of Sir John Lerenthorp, Knight and Baronet, who died 29rd of Sep" 
tember, 1026, and his Lady ;. on the basement are his six sons and eight 
daughters, all kneeling. Orer the centre of the arch is a large shield of 
aims, ^arteily of four : vis. 1. Ar^renl, a beHdgiA&nnie sahh and guki, 
htiwemttiooeaUuegoftkeieeomifUxLerenihoff, 2.ArgeHi,afts8bHweeA 
ihwB JUun d€ Ui ^ulu. & Sable^ a turn rampant atgeni^ efmoMdi and 
wUkm a. border engfxukd, or. 4. Leventhorp. On the dexter side is the 
arms of Leventhorp impaling, argent^ three lioni paMtani guka. Sinister 
side of die ardk Leventhorp as before, impaling, argeniy a hend engrailed 
ie^uffiok $i* bUkii $Me. In this Aisle are preserved several brass plates 
belonging to slabs in the Chnroh. On the floor, at the east end, is a mar^ 
ble inlaid. with two %nres in winding sheets; at the head of whibh are 
twocqats of arms, viz., 1. France and England quarterly. 2. Old France 
and England quarterly, with a label of three points. At the feet of the 
figures have been three coats ; the first is now gone ; 2nd, Levenihoip, 
quartering, a ekenrom^ mth a labei of three points; 8rd, Leventhorp, 
quart^ug, m feu between three flew de lis* Within .the two quatrefmis 
^ the upper part of the east window of this Aisle are two coats, in 
stained glass, qnarterhf or, and gules, being the arms of William de Say, 
who manoed Beatrice, sister and heiress of Geoffrey Mandeville, EAfl 
of Essex. 

, Tha north Aisle has also some painted glass in the small quatrefeil 
divinons of Ihe mnllions of the east window, viz. 1. Or, a fess be' 
hoeen two Aeorons sable, d. Say. At the end of the Aisle is a mar- 
ble slab inlaid with a brass plate eighteen inches by three, insieribed 
in black. *' Of yomr Charite pray for the Soule of Willm Chaancy, on 
whose Sottle But have mercy." Arms«-Dexter shield, A cross Jkurg, on 
^cUefpaUompossani* Chwmey, wiih an annMlet for difference. On the 
sinister side, within a shield, is a heart bdween two hands in Mef, and 
two feet in basOf all pierced and bleeding, representing, heraidically, the 
five wounds of Jesus Christ. The following members of the family of 
the historian cf the county are also buried here ; John C%auncy, ob« 
1479, and his wife Anne, the daughter of John Leventhorp, Esq., ob» 
1477; John Gbauncy, Esq., ob. 16iO; Jdin Chauncy, Esq., ob. 1549, 
and his two wives, Elizabeth, who died lim, and Katharine, who died 
1106: there is also buried here, Margaret, the daughter and heiress of 
William Oifford of Gibton, wife of John Chauncy of Stepney. 
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The effect of this venerable ^nle, if^hen seen from a distance^ is ex- 
tremely grand and imposing ; situated upon an eminence, its massive 
towers rise with majestic splendour above the houses of the ancient town, 
which is known to have had its Qrst importance under the Romans by 
the nanie pf Yerulam, but to have afterwards increased, chiefly under 
the protecting influence of the successive Abbots of this rich and pow- 
erfel monastery. The almost regal splendour of those priests, who here 
nded with absolute sway a large community, and who held in early times 
the very first place amongst the spiritual Lords of the Realm, by virtue 
of their extensive baronial territories, is easily pictured in the. imagi- 
nation. But as the outline of the building becomes more defined, and 
a nearer approach displays the ivy mantled walls, and other indications 
of the former extent of their lordly accommodation, mouldering fast 
away, while the vast magnitude, combined with the simplicity of ma- 
terial and decoration, of the sacred edifice, which remains, sufficiently 
denotes its great antiquity, the prospect forces upon the mind a melan- 
choly train of reflection on the instability of human institutions. 

Monastic foundations had their origin in this country about the time of 
St Augustine, who came from Rome to convert the Pagan Saxons to the 
religion of Christ; and when Offa ascended the throne of Mercia, in 756, 
about twenty great monasteries had been founded in England, and about 
the same number of Episcopal Sees established ; Offa's zeal prompted 
him to do what many of his crowned predecessors had done before him ; 
but being undetermined whom to select as the patron saint of his esta- 
blishment, while he was at the city of Bath, it is recorded that an angel 
appeared to him in the silence of the night, and admonished him to raise 
out of the earth the body of Alban, the first British martyr under the 
XKodesian Persecution, and place his remains in a suitable shrine. The 
very memory of Alban 4iad been lost for 340 years, but the king assem- 
blmg his clergy and people at Yerulam, they commenced their search 
for his body with prayer, fasting, and alms, when a ray of fire was seen 
by ^ to stand over the place of burial, like the star that conducted the 
Magi to Bethlem. The ground was opened, and in the presence of Offa 
the body of the Protomartyr Alban was found. The kin^ is said to have 
l^aced a circlet of gM roupd the skull of the deceased, with an inscrip- 
tion to signify his pame and title, and immediately caused the remains of 
I 
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the saint to be conveyed to a small chapel, without the walls of Veru- 
lam, until a more noble edifice could be raised. This transaction is 
stated to have occurred on the 1st of August in 791, four hundred and 
ninety-four years after the suffering of Alban. The king afterwards made 
a journey to Eome to procure the desired privileges to his intended foun- 
dation, which the Pope granted, with great commendations of his zeal 
and piety; when he undertook to build a stately church and monastery 
to th^ memory of St. Alban, and that same year he set about the work. 

Hie principal endowment made by Offa, was his manor and palace of 
Winslow, in Buckinghamshire, for which estate he procured the singu- 
lar privilege of exemption from the tax of Rome, scot, or Peterpence. 
Willegod, a very religious man, who was bom of a noble famSy, and 
related to the king, was placed over the whole body as the first Abbot, 
or Superior. 

At the death of Offa, in 794, Willegod was in complete possession of 
this new government, and had established the rule of his house. One 
hundred monks had been selected out of other religious houses, chiefly 
from jhat of Bee, in Normandy, and were now under the vow and obli- 
gation of the Order of St. Benedict, which compelled them to live in the 
observance of the most rigid chastity, to have no possessions of their own, 
and to pay obedience to their Abbot. Their dress was a long black gar- 
ment, loose and ungirded, beneath which they wore a close white tunic 
of woollen, and a hair shirt, a cowl hung back on their shoulders, and 
their legs were covered with boots. In their diet they were compelled 
to abstain from all flesh, except when sick. 

The Abbots, who continued to preside over this ancient and royal 
foundation until the dissolution, were in number forty. By grant from 
Pope Adrian IV. they took precedence of all others in England. 



1. Willegod, elected 791, died 794. 


15. 


Richard D'Aubeny, elected 


2. Eadric. 




1097, died 1119. 


3. Vulsig. 


16. 


Geoffrey de Gorham, elected 


4. Vulnoth. 




1119, died 1146. 


6. ^dfrid. 


17. 


Balph deGobion, elected 1146, 


6. Ulsinus. 




died in July, 1161. 


7. ^Ifric, the firsf; of that name. 


18. 


RobertdeGorham,electedll61. 


8. Ealdred. 




ob. 20th Oct 1166. 


9. Eadmer. 


19. 


Symon, elected 1168, died 1183. 


10. Leofric, elected 993, pb. 1006. 


20. 


Warren, elected 1183,diedll96. 


11. JEllfric, the second. 


21. 


John de Studham, elected 1195, 


12. Leofstan. 




died 1214. 


13. Frederic, elected 1066, died 


22. 


William de Trumpington, elect- 


1076. 




ed 20th Nov. 1215, died 24th 


14. Paul, elected 1077, died 1093. 




Feb. 1235. 
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23. John de Hertford, elected 9th 
Sept. 1235, died 17th April, 
1260. 

24.' Roger de Norton, elected Dec. 
1263, died 1290. 

25. John de Berkhamstead, elected 

1291, died 15th Nov. 1301. 

26. John Maryns, elected 1302, 

died March 1308. 

27. Hugo de Eversden, elected 

1308, died 1326. 

28. Richard deWallingford, elect- 

ed 30th Oct. 132€f, died May 
1335. 

29. Michael deMentemore, elected 

1335, died 1349. 

30. Thomas de la Mare, elected 

1349, died 15th Sept. 1396, 
aet 88. • 

31. John Moote, elected 1 396, died 

nth Nov. 1400. 

32. William Heyworth, elected 

1401, resigned in 1420. 



33. John Whethamsted, elected 

1420, resigned 26th Nov. 
1440. 

34. John Stoke, elected 1440, died 

1451. 
John Whethamsted, re-elected 1451, 
died 20th January, 1460. 

35. William Alban, elected 25th 

Feb. 1460, diedlst July , 1476. 

36. William Wallingford, elected 

10th Aug. 1476, died 8th 
Aug. 1484. 

37. Thomas Ramryge, elected 

1492, died about 1523. 

38. Cardinal Wolsey, appointed to 

hold the Abbacy, in com" 
mendam, 1523, died 2nd Nov. 
1530. 

39. Robert Gatton , succeeded 1531, 

died 1538. 

40. Richard Boreman, appointed 

1538, resigned 5th Dec. 1539. 



The last Abbot, who had been Prior of Nonvich, was chosen by the 
royal interest, being appointed only to present an appearance of ab- 
batical rule and government, and to execute with a better grace the in- 
tentions of the king and parliament, which had now been brought to ma- 
turity. On the 5th of December, 1539, Sir Thomas Pope, accompanied 
by the king's visitors, came to the Abbey, when Boreman, on sight of 
their warrant, immediately signed his resignation, and delivered up the 
Abbey Seal, thus giving up the possession of a revenue estimated at 
above 2,500/. per annum, according to Speed. Boreman obtained an an- 
Bual pension of 266/. 13«. 4d , the prior 33/., 6s. 8d., and thirty-eight 
monks smdler sums. Sir Richard Lee, Kt., 8th February, 1540, ob- 
tained a grant of the site of the Monastery, together with the Church of 
St. Andrew, as a recompense for arrears of pay due for military services. 
The king had reserved in his hands the whole Abbey Church, which was 
slill ttsed as a place of worship, but remained in the possession of the 
crown until the charter of incorporation given to the town of St. Albans, 
in 1553, by Edwaird VL, at which: time the king sold it to the towns- 
men for 400/. Before this charter was granted. Sir Richard Lee had 
actually pulled down and sold the principal part of the materials of the 
venerable Monastery and all its buildings. 
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PLATE I. THE 'SOUTH SIDE OF THE CHURCH, EXTERIOR. 

The most perfect view of this stately edifice is ol^tained from the 
meadows, on the south side of tiie Abbey. It is constructed in form of 
a cross, extending from east to west five hundred and thirty-nine feet, 
and from the extremity of the north transept to that of the south, the 
church occupies due hundred and seventy-four feet; the height of the 
centre tower is considered to be one hundred and forty-four feet; the 
material of which the fabric is constructed is various, much of the old- 
part is brick, or tile plaistered, stone and flint is also used. It should be 
observed that the church does not stand precisely true ta the points 
of the compass, but that the chancel-end inclines considerably towards 
the south, which circumstance is by no means uncommon. The most 
ancient part of the building is evidently that towards the centre, which 
may be with certainty assigned to the Norman Abbot, Paul, who was 
appointed, through the interest of his kinsman Lanfranc, to the Monas- 
tery, in 1077, the twelfth year of the reign of William the Conqueror. 
Mathew Paris, a monk of St. Albans, positively states that Ae present 
Church was begun to be erected, and a great part of the edifice built by 
Paul during the first eleven years of his rule, and that it was dedicated 
by his successor. Abbot Richard D'Aubeny, in 1115, the 16th year oi 
the reign of Henry I. Archbishop Lanfranc was a great benefactor ta 
the Abbey, he not only assisted Paul with large sums to rebuild his 
Church, but endowed the same with lands and manors. Vide *' New- 
combe's History of the Abbey of St Albans," to which work we have 
referred for the principal historical facts. 

John de Studham, the twenty-first Abbot, in the reign of King John, 
commenced the rebuilding of the West Front, and received of his pre- 
decessor. Abbot Warren, one hundred marks for that purpose. The 
work, however, proceeded but slowly, and was at lengdi completed by 
his successor in the Abbacy, William de Trumpington, wha ako made 
additions to the centre Tower, and erected substantial buttresses from 
the foundation up to the battlements, thereby strengthening the walls^ 
and increasing the beauty of its appearance. He at th^t^same time en^ 
larged the windows at the ends of the Transepts, adding so much light, 
that the Church assumed a more splendid appearance> and seemed 
wholly re-edified under his care. 

The Tower is divided into three stories, and is supported at the angles 
by massive buttresses, which terminate in circular turrets, the whole em- 
battled, and surmounted by a small taper spire, a peculiar feature in 
the churches of this county. The first story of the Tower, below the 
battlements, contains, on each face, two double windows, within a senii- 
circular headed arch ; the upper part of which is filled with triangular 
4 
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THB ABfiBY CHVRCH OP. ST. AlBANS, HEflTFORBBUlHE. 

t>i]lets, having open ^ces between them* In this patt of the Towef 
the bells are hung. Below this is a sefries of four archer, each tlividisd by 
short massive cdiumnsy f<mmng a kind of open gitHety, intended to 
listen the appearance of the Tower, wMch below this compartment is 
nearly plain. The Trimsepts 9xe evidently of the same tbtn, as the centre 
Tower, with the exception of the large windows at the ends, which we 
have noticed to have been subs^uently added. 

On the south side was originally situated Uie Oloisters, and the resi- 
dences of ike Monks, the Grand Entrance to the Abbey, from SopwelK 
being anciently on the south-east; nine pointed arches, indicating the ex^ 
tent of the Cloisters, remain on the south wall of the Nave of the Ohurch; 
In the Clerestory is a series of lancet-headed arches, extending to the 
west end, which, it is most probable, were originally glazed. Few win^- 
dows now appear, and those are irregular in €ieir forms, and various in 
their dates. 

This side of the venerable and majesMc Church is at present disgi^aced 
by a building immediately abutting against its sabred walls, betraying 
in its erection a violation of taste and feeHng, at a time too, when exer- 
tion is n»ade to lay open to public view the most remarkable (Specimens ^ 
ecclesiastical architecture in the kingdom. Far from any pei^sonal ttf- 
flections on the proprietor, we must feel it our duty to matk, with^oper 
indignation, encroachments of this nature. Such buildings ought al- 
Ivays to be detached, in order to dbplay the pristine dignity of the saCred 
ipile. This building has been, of course, omitted in our yiew, Plate I. 

The West Front of the Abbey Church still bears an imposing tind dig- 
nified character, though deprived of much of its oniainental particulars. 
This portion of the building was completed in^he latter end of the reign 
of Eong John. A bold pmnted arch of entrance leieids to a deep porch, 
or Gallilee, within which is the door, in two divisions, finely carved. The 
interior of the Porch is divided by slender pillars of Sussex marble, sup- 
porting sharp-pointed arches, and other tracery, a fine specimen of the 
early pointed Style. The moulding of the large outer arch terminates in 
two human heads, abd above it are sculptured' the arins of the Abbey, 
and of Offit, king of Mercia, the founder. 

Two Porches, which formerly opened from the West Front to the 
North and Sooth Aisles, are now stopped up on the exterior. They are 
also constructed in the early pointed style, and exhibit some fine detached 
colunms of Petworth marMe, with' rich foliaged capitals, &c. Over the 
Porch is the Great West Window. 

PLATE II. VIEW OF THE NAVE, LOOKING WEST. 
In this View we have chosen a point from whence the^gular diver- 
sity of the architecture, in this interesting portion of the building, may 
be observed. From the great arch which supports the Towfer, to the wefet 
5 
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end of the Church, are twdve piers, or columns, on each side, and thirteen 
arches, each, about twelve feet in span. 

The four arches on the north side, towards the west, are supported on 
a cluster of stone columns, attached to an octangular pier, and are 
pointed. These are constructed in the style of the thirteenth century, and 
may be assigned to the Abbot, John de Studham, whose work was com- 
pleted by his successor, William de Trumpington, while the massive 
pier on the right of the View, and, like the continuation eastward, sup- 
porting plain semicircular arches, marks the earlier period of the Nor- 
man Abbot Paul. On the south side of the Nave, the same variety in 
the architecture is observed. Over the large arches is a Triforium, or 
Grallery, composed of a range corresponding with the lower, and over 
that a third range of arches, which rises to the roof, the piers are fluted 
in the upper compartment. 

The lower part of the Great West Window is now stopped up; like the 
tier above it, it was in nine divisions, which are again subdivided into 
eighteen, towards the top of the window. . No painted glass is remaining; 
but we may well suppose it was originally adorned with that splendid 
material. On the south side of the entrance is a small Tablet, to the 
memory of Francis Carter Niccoll, who died, 1st June, 1782, %t 58, 
and others of his family. 

The Ceiling of the Nave is boarded, and was the work of Abbot 
Whethampsted, in 1428. The ribs form, by their intersection, square 
compartments, and are supported on trusses of very coarse workmanship i 
the whole is painted. Within each panel is a wreath, inclosing the ini- 
tials ^*)|^*C*9 in large white letters. Near the second column from 
the west, in the pavement, is a marble slab, with indents of a figure, the 
brass of which is now gone, said to be a memorial of the celebrated Sir 
John Mandeville, a native of this town, who travelled into Tartary, &c. 
about the year 1322. He died m 1371. 

PLATE III. VIEW ACROSS THE EAST END OF THE NAVE, SHEWING 

SAINT CUTHBERT'S SCREEN. 
The Arches of the Nave seen in this view vary considerably in dieir 
decoration firom those previously described, as well as from the arches on 
the north, or opposite side of the screen, which crosses the Nave at the 
entrance of the Choir, where they are found to be plain and semicirculai^, 
springing from massive piers constructed of brick, or, as it is calle<^ 
Roman tile, plastered over; this tile is of exquisite hardness, surpassii^ 
stone in durability, but bearing no ornament whatever. On the ccmtrary, 
the columns and arches seen in our view are embellished with very bold 
and rich mouldings, terminating in finely sculptured heads, of an abbot, 
a king, a queen, and a bishop; above them is a string coufse omamiented 
with roses, and above the columns are shields of A^di^t bearing the in- 
6 
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THE ABBEY CHURCH OF ST* ALBANS, HERTFORDSHIRE. 

signia of the Abbey, of Mercia, of England, of Edward the Confessor^ 
and of France. Above tibe larger arehes is a series of ornamented arches, 
springing from clustered columns, the capitals of which are sculptured 
into foliage, and the spandrils piercedr The arches of the third, or upper 
range, are also pointed, and decorated in a similar manner ; this portion 
is constructed of Tottenhoe stone, as is also St. Cuthbert's screen, which 
is recorded to have been erected upon the following occasion. Richard 
D'Aubeny, 15th Abbot, being present at Durham, when the body of St. 
Cuthbert was there deposited, was restored to health by mirade ; on his 
return to St. Albans he built this choir-screen, and adjoining to it, on the 
i^est side, a Chapel, dedicated to St. Cuthbert. The western side of the 
screen is adorned with canopies, terminating in rich finials, below which 
are niches, and on the south side a piscina: at each end of the 'screen 
are pointed arch doorways, opening into that pait of the Choir called the 
Baptistry, from the font being placed there. On the north side of the 
screen appears the remains of a tomb and a piscina; the whole has been 
mutilated, and the parts obscured by whitewash. Originally the shrine 
of their patron saint, St Alban, elevated behind the great altar, was 
visible to the view of the whole Choir and congregation from this part* 
The organ of the church is now placed over it. 

The Monument, in the South Aisle, seen in our view, is to the me- 
mory of William Atkinson of Doncaster, who died, 26th January, 1768, 
act. 30, &c. &c., near which is a mural monument to John Thrale, Esq., 
who died on 15th May, 1704, with busts of him and of his wife Mar- 
garet; on the opposite side of the Aisle, is a tablet to W. King, of Fine- 
shade, who died, 10th May, 1766. The roof, at the west-end of the 
South Aisle, is of open timber, but towards the east end it is groined 
stone; the window^ are pointed, and. in two divisions. The outer wall 
of the North Aisle is of Norman architecture, but pointed windows have 
been subsequently inserted, differing in style from those on the south, 
and still containing a few fragments of painted glass, chiefly armorial. 

PLATE IV. VIEW OF THE CHOIR, LOOKING WEST. 
This plate exhibits, in a prominent manner, the earliest portion of the 
architecture of this noble pile, consisting of the interior of the great 
centre tower, at the intersection of the transepts; the. four vast and un- 
adorned piers, of Roman tile, that support the fabric, are surmounted 
by large semicircular arches, above which is a range of small arches, 
with double openings to a gallery round the tower, under the belfiy. The 
ceiling is of groined timber, and is painted in a florid pattern : in the cen- 
tre is a circular opening with wooden balustrades. The large piers have 
been deprived of a portion of their bases to admit of the pews, erected 
about the time of Charles II. : opposite the pulpit are hung the achieve- 
ments of the late Earl and Countess of Spencer. 
7 
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Both the transepts are of Anglo-Norman architecture, similar in cha^ 
racter to the centre tower. In the arched recesses, which appear on each 
tide of the South Transept, were formerly chapels, with altars to thq 
Holy Alary, St. Simeon, Thomas de la Mare, and St. John ; in that of St. 
Sime^H are the remains of three stone coffins, dug up a few years ago* 
Tl\e large South Window was demolished in a^ violent storm that hap- 
pened in the year 1703, when its place was filled by the wooden frame, 
now remaining. In the wall beneath the window is an ancient oak-door, 
with cpriously worked iron hinges, opening to a short covered passage, 
leacting most probably to the Abbot's Chambers, which were fonnerly 
near the cloisters : at this end is a mural monument, representing a 
short column, surmounted by a vase, to the memory of Henry Pye 
Bich, Esq., one of the commissioners for the treaty with America, who 
died, 18th July, 1809, set. 73, i^so a tablet for Mary, widow of James 
Tippet, Esq., ob. 4th May, 1815, set. 59. On the west side, is another 
tablet for Ptolemy James, A* M., ob. 1729, with a long Latin inscrip- 
tion to his memory. Qn the floor are many slabs, with indents of por- 
traits, arms, and legends, from which the brasses appear to have been 
long since removed. 

In the North Transept the large end window is divided by stone 
traasoms and mullio^s into seven divisions, three in the centre, and two 
on eaqh side, and is really handsome ; the arch, considering its early 
date, is rather flat In this part of the church were formerly altars to 
St. Hugh, St. Paterq, the apostles, and also the shrine of Sf . Amphibal. 
The body of St Amphibal, the instructor of St. Alban, was found in 
1178, and brought from Bedburn Qreen to the Abbey, where it was 
preserved, enclosied in a shrine ^n the north side of the High Altar. It 
was afterwards moved from the apsis of the church lo this aisle, in the 
time of Abbot TruippingtQn. 

The martyrdom of Amphibal is painted in colours, now considerably 
faded, on the centre of the roof; in the other divisions is a series of 
arms of the principal baronial families in the kingdom. Arms, also, form 
the decoration of the ceiling of Uie south transept. 

Against the north wall of this transept is a monument, represent- 
ing a sarcophagus, over which reclines a weeping female figure, bu^ 
badly sculptured, to the memory of Christopher Rawlinson, Esq. of 
Carik Hall, Ckrtmell, ob. 1733; and, on the west side, are tablets to 
Joseph HandUy, Mayor of this town, who died 11th February, 1782, 
ud to John Handley, ob. 26t|i July, 1742. 

PIATJi V. THP ALTAR SCREEN, ERECTED BY ABBOT WALUNGFORD, 

1480. 

This most beautiful specimen of the florid style of architecture, erected 
m the reign of Edward IV., was intended to veil the shrine of St, 
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t^ AUBEY CHURCH OF ST. ALBANS, U£RTFORDSHIR£. 

Albany which formerly utood in Hie presbytery behiod the High AltftrV 
and to be the means of creating a new degree of respect and veneration 
for the patron siunt, whose relics, about the time of its erection, were 
visited with greater solemnity, and allowed to be seen but rarely. Al« 
though it is generally called Waliingford^s Screen, there can be little 
doubt that it was originally designed by Abbot Whethamsted, whose ar- 
morial badge is sculptured upon it ; it is also surmised that the screen 
was begun to be erected in the abbacy of Alban, and was completed 
by Abbot Wallingford about the year 1480; the expense of the whole, 
which is entirely composed of stone, including the statues with which it 
was formerly adorned, was 1100 marks. The workmanship is certainly 
of the choicest kind, and though a considerable alteration has been made 
id the centre or principal compartment, the design is altogether so pure, 
and the general efiect so little injured by the partial mutilation, that it 
now remains one of the noblest efforts of skill, and a triumphant display 
of the inimitable excellences of that peculiar style of architecture in 
which it is constructed, decidedly Hie most appropriate to the situation 
where it is pliwed. 

In our representation of this interesting composition, necessarily in- 
troduced upon a snkall scale, a due regard to the general effect has not 
induced the slightest neglect of the ornamental decoration that pervades 
the whole subject, which is eadeayoured to be made as conspicuously 
prominent as it appears in its masterly original. The Chancel is ascend-* 
ed by four steps, and in the centre, where the altar formerly stood, bear- 
ing not only the pix, but massive candlesticks, rich reliquaries, flower- 
pots, &e. &c. is now placed the more simple communion table of oak, 
represented in the plate, covered witii a cloth. Hiis table is of rery an- 
dent date, and is inscribed vrith the names of the four evangelists, in old 
Siglish chiuracters; above it is yery neatly painted the Decalogue, vrith 
the Lord's Prayer and Creed. Tliat part of the screen, immediately over, 
consists of a series of twelve small canopies surmounting pedestals, in 
niches, which might possibly have been intended for little statues of the 
apostles in silver, or other precious metal. Over these is the large space, 
before alluded to, of more modem workmanship than the rest, and not 
executed with corresponding delicacy ; where originally was probably 
sculptured a portion of the life of St. Alban, or perhaps the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. The subject, whatever it might have been, was con* 
sidered as superstitious, and was defaced at Hie reformation of religion ; 
its place has been supplied in after-times by panelling, loaded with 
crockets, besides which, at the spring of the arches, below the middle 
transom, are cherubim heads. Five very rich canopies form the sunl< 
mit of this division of the screen ; the centre supported by a console or 
bradcet Tn each side division of the screen is a pointed arch doorway, 
over one of which is sculptured the arn)8 of Whethamsted, and over 
9 
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THI& ABBEY CHURCH Of ST. ALBANS, HERTFORDSHIRE* 

the other, the arms of France aad j^g^A»4f quarterly. Three tier of 
large canopied niches, on each 8t4e» originsjly held sixteen statues, ;97l^^ 
assemblage of varied figures pust bav^ iiroduced a most ilnpo8^lg a^id 
gorgeous effect The screen is more lofty than is usual in similar vorjM^ 
of aift, and is crowned by a rich projeqti|ig moulding, boldly sculpture^ 
wkb foliage, terminated above by a yeiy delicate qpc^-work piirapet, 
minute in its ornaments^ and lijce tiie i^est of this splendid production of 
Biasonic skill in singular preservation. 

Oh the south side of the chancel, dose to the altar-screen, is the 
mobument of John Whethamsted, Abbot of this Monastery^ who died 
Jtouary 20, 1460^ in the last year of the reign of Henry Y I. Bis pa^ 
tenud name was Bostock, but, acooirding to a custom amongst ecd^* 
astics, he received the appellation of Whethamsted, from the plsic^ of 
bis birth, and becatpe one of the most famous in the annals of this rofal 
lonndation. He was educated a^t ^Uknicester College, Oxford, d y^V^ 
he was Prior, when he was elected to the rule and govemmei^t q{ St 
Atbaiuiy on the resignation of Abbpt Qeywprth, in 1421. The AJt^j 
Church, which had been neglected by his predecessors^ very e^y ear 
gaged his attention, and for the most worthy |>vrposes, b^ ^9pt(^ M^c 
p(dicy of admitting knights and even la4ies into the fraternity, tfijis Di^ 
X!duraging the rich ^nd grefit to become interested for tl^ S|l^b|^ §i94 
prosperity of the institution. jIn t^ yei^ 14^9 above thirty persQ|iS4if 
consideration took on them the Rule of tbe fraternity, all of who^^ €mr 
iributed to the r€|»airs of the church. The roof of the Choir beiiiiB m- 
dent marks of having been erected duilpg hb govei:;nment; between 4h^ 
^oinsis alternately pcdnted the eagle ^f St. JMatthew and the Ag9)is P^, 
.and over the great east arch of th£ tower appeals the arms ff Ihe Abbey> 
axure, a saltier <nr, supported by the lamb ^d the eagle^ and surmounted 
by a crown, over which is inscribed v^iomine* JRtt^rer^* On the dexter 
side is a shield bearmg, gules, three ermons cr, the arms of Nereis; and* 
.on the. sinister, another shield, bearing, quarterly, gules ^ni Mr^four 
Uonfi rampcmi caantercharged. Below, upon a large scroll, iii^e ^m 
linesr alluding to Whethamsted, who was the sixth abbot of the aaAm 
of John. 

Alt tAitnnqnt iUit^ j^tt fittni »t fignsj; et a(e^ 
€ffi9te^ operi^ ^ejrtt ^tri$l ifta Sfoi^attii^ 
€$^t itl in toto jubi^^e tiel infacien^o 
€^t opuj^ ]fit mnm tan^ibtt turn C^deffta^ 

In 1440, after he had ruled the Abbey of St Albans twenty years, Im 
was induced from pmc^nitifJ motives to resign the mitre, in conseq^nce 
of Ibe misfortunes which seemed impending o?erliis very excellentirieild 
and l^nefactor Hiunphrey, Duke jof Glouic^teT ; t^e abbot having good 
reason to tbinjk that t}ie dujc^e'^ foes wo^ld carry .their malice «a far as 
10 
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to ryui his adherents : om the 2^ of KoFemb^r^ in tjiat ye^r, John 
Stoke^ Prior of WaUingford, was i^ppointed bis successor ; but^ upon hi^ 
death, in 145I9 Whethamsted was unanimously re-chosen. The civil war 
between the houses o^ York and Lancaster raged during his second rule, 
and, in 1455, the first battle of St. Albans was decided. King Henry YI. 
left London with about two thousand men, for the purpose of impeding 
the march of Richard, Duke of York, from the north, with a body of 
tiiree thousand troops ; the latter encamped in Key field, on the east 
side of the town, while the King took post in Peter Street, where the as- 
saidt was made by the Duke's army, when a ^eat copflict ensfied. fbe 
King's forces fled and left thieir soyereign, who, beii\g di9<poT^i^4 by tihe 
Duke of York, was led prisoner to tl^e Abbey, from wh^i^^ he wpLs tb« 
next day conveyed to London. The greater part of t^ie bodies pf tb^ 
slain, which w«re thipkly strewed about the town, were inferred at &U 
Peter's ; but the chief gobies, who fell on the Lancastrian 9ii^ were 
buiied with funeral honoi^ in the Chap^ pf ^ Afary, within tbp Abbey 
Chvch, permission havjp^ beepi grapte^* ajt ^ interpessioo of Abbi^ 
Wheth»msted ; there is mot however remaining any memorial to d^ti^r 
guish the particular spot. 

On the right hand of th^ plate# representing the gr^d screen in the 
jchancel, is seen a small portion of the beautiful monument Ch^ip^, 
whidi Abbot WheAamsted, in contemplalion of his latter e^, caused 
to be (erected on the so^^ «ide 9f ^ AUar. It ofc^upies the jspa^ be- 
nealji one of the great arcbiis of the Choir; the riohly omfmfmt&icv^ 
popy formiipg the roof, is supported by a flady pointed iEM*jCfa, Hbfi soiit of 
nU^h is adoroied veith pendants, terminating in small armorial bosftea, 
4^cately wrought, beiaring the badges of fhe rofj^, rn^km the garfer ; the 
roie,iBn 9oleU, &^. j&c. Within ^ oratory th^ abbot had prpprided for 
the due eejicbrajtion of maas«| for the welfare of his soul. The large grey 
jftarULe «lab which covered bis remi^ips, has been deprived pf die bjraffs 
«pi^l|ttfli8^ hi9 p<^ait; 1^u%, wit|i t^ e^^eptipQ of this mutilation, ^Qie 
C!bap4 is still in fine preservation, and is one of those pbjects th^^t wM 
9iw9Ljn render the Church of St Albans intenestiag to the man pf taste 
as wdl as the antiquary. 

Immediately above the arch, on the oute? fece of th^ mpniji^ent, is a 
veiy bold fl<Mriated cornice, upon which are three large 3hi^ld^ pf ^ms, 
vi2. 1. A mtHer, Abbey pf St Albans^ 2. 4 f^^emm h9iv>fm thr^ i^misk^ 
i^whefit, thtee ear$ in eoA, Mb^t WWkws^^p ?. Tkrffi ^ovm, 
' Kingdom of fifercia. The mpulding is also acidptviseid with tb^ Abbpjt's 
Badge, fhr&e ears of wheat, several tipies repealed* lucpompanied by it^p 
4iiptto, in large letters, iSLslltS tWbunOabillt. Above the moulding ip 
a «mes of quatrefiuls charged with nms, vMir^ m^cle4 % garis ^ 
^lAeatf thearmsoftie.Al^ir <^Men4a, &q, &o. ; the whple sucmpiin|;0fl 
by a very ekfantiy wrought eomipei tieraainating in viae, lea^ves. 
11 
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THE ABBBT CHURCH OF 8T. ALBANS, HBRTFORDSHIftE. 

On the Wall, over the south side; or back of th^ monument, tdwards tfa^ 
Aisle, is painted the following inscription :-^ 

JOHANNES 

DE LOCO F&UMSNTABIO 

QirtS JACET HIC? PATER ILLS JOHANNES, NOMINA MAGNA 

cut WHETHAMSTEDIO PA&YULA VILLA DBDIT 

TRfnCIS IN TUMULO SIGNANT QUOQUB NOMSN AEtSTJE 

YITAM RES CLAR£, NON MONUMENTA NOTANT. 

The north side of the Chancel is occupied by a monument of corres-'' 
pondent elegance, but more elaborate in its ornamental decoration. This 
Yery beautiful sepulchral Chapel is seen in perspectire upon the left- 
hand of the Altar Scfreen, in Plate V. ; it is a singularly fine specimen of 
the scientific taste which the ecclesiastical rulers of the monastic insti- 
tutions are sometimes found to haVe possessed and encouraged. This 
monument would do credit to the first architect of any period of English 
History, and a contemplation of the multiplied femcy displayed in its en- 
richments, is enough to make some, possessed of great names, blush at 
the poverty of invention to be discovered in their designis. 

In this Chantry, Which has been sufiered to remain in good preserva- 
tion, all the sculptured allusions refer to the name or office of the abbot 
to be commemorated, of whose personal history little is now known. 
Thomas Ramryge was elected to the abbacy in the year 1492, the 8th 
of the reign of 'Henry VIL ; his appellation is supposed to have been 
derived from Ramryge, a place so called, about eight miles from hence; 
where it is not improbable he was bom, and it is imagined that he con- 
tinued abbot till the year 1523, which is assigned by Newcombe as the 
time of his death, although the precise date is not known. After that 
period Cardinal- Wolsey held the Abbey in comikendam. This Oratory 
M>r chapel he undoubtedly caused to be erected in his lifetime, and pro- 
Tided that his obit mfght be commemorated, arid periodical mass^ ht 
established for his soul's welfare ; his pious intentions were but transient 
in efiect, for, soon after the !keformation, his Chantry appears to have 
been seized upon, andappropriated by a wealthy attorney of the town as 
a burial place for his'family. 

• The Chapel is enclosed by a beautiful open screen, in four prinoipai 
compartments, upon the side next the Chancel, in one of which is the door, 
inscribed, MtBTUm iflhflm fib portal inf eri* In the small spandrik of 
this arch of entrance are sculptured very curious representations of the 
martyrdom of St. Alban and St. Amphibal, according to the monastic 
legends. The lower part*bf the monumental screen is panelled with or* 
namental enrichments, and above the somewhat fiatly pointed arches of 
the principal story, is a bold and broad moulding, bearing shielda of the 
roysJ arms, with the dragon and greyhound for supporters; others are 
12 
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THE ABBBT CHtRCH OF ST. ALBANS, HERTFORDSHIRE. 

charged with the emblems of the crucifixion, one shield bears, quarterly , 
fowr lions rampant, which is supported by two rams, holding each a 
crozier; above the moulding rises a series of pointed arches, open be- 
tween the mullions, and enriched with floriated pinnacles, &c. 

The interior of this Sepulchral Chantry or Oratory, is superlatirely rich 
in sculptured ornaments, most delicately wrought ; the Ceiling is adorned 
with pendents, and is divided into compartments by minute tracery, ra- 
mifying in elegant forms ; at the west end, against the wall, is the fuU 
armorial escutcheon of Abbot Ramryge. By what authority these ecde- 
stastical cognizances were assumed, cannot now probably be explained ; 
but it remains a proof that armes parlantes were adopted as early as 
the incorporation of the college of arms. The field bears. On a: bend 
covp6 three Imperial Eagles, between a Lion rampant in chief, and a Ram 
salient in base, supported by two Bams, collared, and with the letters 
t * P * * (y &nd roses upon the collars. Rams' heads, the above letr^ 
ters, and other allusions to the name of the Abbot, are also frequently 
repeated amongst the great diversity of ornamental decoration with 
which this beautiful Chapel is profusely covered. Besides these two 
splendid monuments, there is now left very few memorials of the suc- 
cessive powerful Abbots of St Albans. Some marble slabs in the 
pavement of the chancel and choir still retain portraits en creux, partially 
concealed by pews, see Plate lY., others, not bearing inscriptions, tra- 
dition only records their particular designation : Boger Norton, ob. 1290 ; 
John Berkhamstead, ob. 1301 ; and John M aryns, ob. 1308; were buried 
in the choir, under slabs of marble, inlaid with brass. 

One of the most remarkable specimens of this description of memoriaf^ 
in the kingdom, has been removed, within these few years, from the 
chancel into the presbytery, at the east end of the Church ; it consists 
of one entire piece of metal, the whole size of the large slab, upon the 
surface of which it was bedded with pitch ; some of the studs with whicb 
it was also fixed, having become loose, the clerk has carefully pre- 
served it, by nailing it to a board. This very curious relic presents a 
spirited intagliated portrait of Abbot Thomas De la Mare, an ecclesi- 
astic, of noble parentage, being son of Sir John De la Mare, Knt., and. 
Joanna, daughter of Sir John de Harpsfield, Knt.; he was elected *to 
the abbacy of St Albans in the year 1349, the 24th of Edward III.,. 
previously to which, he had been Prior of Tynemouih, in Northum- 
berland, and had been entrusted with the custody of the Earl of Doug« 
las, taken prisoner at the battle of Nevile's Cross. After he had ruled 
this monastery forty-seven years, he died- in 1396, aet. 88; his figure i& 
represented clothed in the richest sacerdotal vestments, having his mitre 
on his head, and bearing his pastoral-staff in his left hand; he is standings 
enthroned undera very rich canopy, containing numerous saints in niches^ 
13 
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THE ABBEY CHURCH OF ST. ALBAN9, HBRXVORPSHIRE. 

PLATE VL*-THE MONUMENT OF HUMPHREY OF LANCASTER, ^ 
DUKE OF GLOUCESTER, 1447. 

Behind the rich Altar-screen» is a part of the Church, called the Presby-- 
tery, in the centre of which formerly stood the gorgeous shrine of the 
pttiroti saint of th^, Abbey. The whole space, beneath one of the large 
pointed arches, on the south side, is occupied with the sepulchral oratory 
of the illuBtrious Duke of Gloucester, who, by the popular enthusiasm 
manifested during his misfortunes, was generally called, the Good Duke 
JEhimpkref, and the Father of his QmRtr^* He was the fourth and yoang^ 
est son of King Henry IV ., and Mary Bohun, his first wife ; and was 
4veated Duke of Oloucester and £arl of Pembroke in 1414, by hi» 
Inrother, then King Henry V.. He was htndsome, brare, and accom- 
plished, and on the aeeession of Henry VI., was appointed Protector 
or Guardian of the kingdom, wfaidi important office be executed to the 
general satisfaction. He married twice; the first of his wives was Ja^ 
queline or Jacoba, the only daughter of. William, Count of Hainault, 
find Margaret of Burgundy ; by this marriage^ in 1425, he acquired other 
titles, and was then styled ** Humphrey, by the Grace of God, Son, 
Brother, and CJncle to Kings, Duke of Gloucester, Earl of Hainault, 
Holland, Zealand, and Pembroke, Lord of Friesland, Great Chamber- 
lain of England, Protector and Defender of the said Realm and Church 
of England." Soon after this event, he sailed over to the Netherlands, 
with his Duchess, and a body of English troops, to oppose the Duke of 
JBurgundy, who aspired to her inheritance ; being unfortunately defeated, 
the Duke of Gloucester's match with Jaqueline was soon after annulled 
by Pope Martin V., who confirmed, at the same time, a former marriage 
^he had contracted with John, Duke of Brabant, the ally of the power- 
ful Duke of Burgundy* His second wife was Eleanor, the daughter 
of Reginald Lord Cobham, of Sterborough, in Surrey, who had previ- 
ously lived with him as his mistress. This circumstance, which mate- 
rially affected his moral character, was speedily taken advantage of by 
his enemies, jealous of his power ; and the interest of his uncle. Cardinal 
Beaufort, prevailing, the Duke of Gloucester now began to lose hb in- 
fluence at court. In 1441, his Duchess was accused of having recourse 
to sorcery and witchcraft, to shorten King Henry's life, and make way 
for the Duke of Gloucester's advancement to the throne, and, upon that 
charge* was committed to perpetual imprisonment in the Isle of Man. He 
had opposed, with all his power the marriage of the King with Margaret 
of Anjou, which he considered an ignominious alliance, but the Cardinal 
and council carried it into effect, and the next year, procured the Duke to 
be accused of high treason, and summoned to take hia trial before a par« 
liament convened at Bury St. Edmunds. Upon his arrival at that town 
he was confined in the Abbey, where he was next day found dead in 
14 
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THE ABBBT CHURCH OP ST. ALBANS, HBRTFORDSHlRf. 

his bed, Mtb F^bniaiy, 1447 : no one doubted he^ had fallen a Tictini ' 
to 4he yeBgeance of Ub enemies, altfaongh his body was exposed to yiew, 
and exhibited no outward mafks of violenoe. 

He was buried, with great funeral pomp, in this Church, the expense 
of tiie monument being defrayed by the Abbot and Convent, amounting 
to 433/. 68, Sd. ; they also entailed upon themselves an annual expendi- 
^re of nearly 80/. for daily masses for his soul, and for the celebration 
of his anniversary or obit. This monument, vide Plate YI. is more 
florid, in style, than those we have already described, and consists of a 
small oratory, or Chapel, in which the priest officiated, open towards the 
Presbytery, but enclosed by a curiously wrought iron screen on the side 
next die south aisle ; the ceiling of this Chapel is adorned with very 
minute tracery, and is enriched by pendents, terminating in delicate bos- 
ses. The spandrils of all the arches, on the outer face of the monument, 
are filled with quatrefoils in circles, having in the centre of each, the 
arms <^{.Franc$ and England, qmrterly, as borbe by the members of the 
House of Lancaster, 

Immediately pyer the arohea, oa the front of the oratory, or chantry,, 
is a very bpld cayettov moulding, charged with seven large shields, 
sculptured with the personal arma of the Duke of Gloucester, viz., quoT'^ 
terfy^ France and JSnghn4,mihin a herder; four of these shields are 
surmounted by ducal ooron^, and each of the other three with a lion» 
as a crest, upon a richly mantled helmet. Above this moulding rises a 
most splendid canopy, or Couronnement, consisting of four principal ta- 
bernacles, and two of lesser height, accommodating itself to the form 
of the arch under which it is reared; between each of these floriated 
gables is a space, occupied by three niches with pedestab, formerly con* 
taining statuen; these are now gone, but, upon the south side of the 
monument,, the greater number of the statues now remain ; they un- 
doubtedly represent his royal and noble ancestors, and are curious exam- 
ples of the :COstuma of the period of Henry IV. These figures being 
intended tot an elevated situation, are not sculptured with anatomical 
exactness of proportion, the heads of all being much too large; their 
remarkable appearance within the niches affords a degree of exuberance 
to the, otherwise rich, facade of the monument, very sddom witnessed. 
In the annexed yiew of this beautilul work of art, we have shewn the 
eatraaoe to the identical yault in which tke body of the Duke of Glou^ 
oeater was buried ; .this was accidentally discoyered in the year 1703, 
since, which time, yJaitDrs haye beea constantly admitted, who have 
purloined bone afte^ bona of tbe.iUustrioua individuali uatil'but a very 
unall fragment of hifl skeleton, itmainst Thi» yault is not without its 
decoralion, for, at Uieea«iend» is a. contemporary fMunting of.the crucir 
fixioA of Jesus Christ, with^iChalicft to jrecaivetbe blood whichatreams 
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THE ABBEY CHURCH OF St. ALBANS, HERTFORDSHIRE. 

foodi the wound in the jside. No inscription exists upoa'tfab highly 
ornamented sepulchral monument^ but, near to it, against the east widl of 
the south aisle, are pabted the following elegiac lines :-^ 

PUE MEMORUB, V. OPT. 
SACRUM SE&OTINUM. 
Hie jacet Humphredm, Dux ille G/oc«stmi (dim 
Henrici sexti Protector, fraudis in^ts 
Detector, dum ficta notat miracula oeci 
Lumen erat Patiiae, Columen venerabile Begni, 
Pads amans, Musisque fayens melioribus, unde 
Gratum opus Oxonio, qus nunc scola sacra refulget : 
Invidased mulier Regno, Kegi, sibi nequam 
Abstulit hunc huuQili, viz hoc dignata sepulchro ; 
Invidi^ rumpente tamen, post Funera vivit. 

DEO GLORIA. 

This part of the Church, called, the Presbytery, was considered the 
most sacred, being appropriated, during the celebration of divine sendee, 
entirely to the abbot and priests, while the congregation were confined 
to the body of the Church; in tl^e centre of this sanctuary, as the most 
attractive object, was formerly placed the splendid shrine of their cano- 
nized patron, distinguished as the first Martyr, in England, the predse 
spot is now marked by a marble slab, thus inscribed: — 

S. ALBANUS VEROLAMENSIS ANGLORUM PROTO-HARTYR ZYH. JUNH. CCXCYU. 

Six hollow places denote where the staves of the Canopy* over the Shrine 
were originally fixed. Hiis was an object upon 'which the ingenuity of 
artists was then displayed in its greatest extent. The shrines were 
usually placed in an insulated and conspicuous situation, near the High 
Altar : this, of St. Alban, according to history, somewhat resembled an 
altar tomb, with ti lofty ornamented canopy, supported on pillars over it, 
representing the saint lying in great state, thus to receive the homage 
and adoration of zUl true . believers. It contained th^ very coffin in 
which his bones were deposited, inclosed in another case, having on the 
sides embossed figures in precious metals, shewing the chief acts of St. 
Alban's life. At the head, towards the east, was a large representation 
of the crucifixion, between the statues of Mary and John, greatly orna- 
mented with jewels. At the feet, in front of the choir, was represented 
,the Virgin Mary, with Christ in her arms, seated on a throne, highly 
enriched with precious stones. The pillars were formed like open towers, 
and were all of plate gold, while the inside of the canopy was covered 
with crystal stones. It was erected by Syvnond, the 19th abbot, about 
the year 1180, under the duection of Master John, a goldsmith^ and very 
excellent artist Matthew Paris, the histman, who lived one hundred 
16 
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THE ABBET CHURCH OF ST. ALBANS, HBRTFOIt]>SHlltE. 

years after, says, that he had never seen '' a Shrine more splendid and 
noble than that at St. Albans." 

On the north side of the Presbytery, opposite to the monnment of 
Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, is a very curious gallery of wood, 
panelled and carved in high relief; in this gallery several monks were 
stationed to watch the shrine, a precaution not unnecessary, considering 
that it was composed of the most predous and costly materiab. 

The back of the Altar-screen occupies the west side of the Sanctuary, 
while the east end, consisting of three pointed arches, springing from 
clustered pillars, was formerly open to the Chapel of the Virgin, of 
which the exterior view is given in 

PLATE VIL— SOUTH EAST VIEW OF THE ABBEY CHURCH, SHEWING 
THE LADY CHAPEL. 

A Chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary, usually at the east end, 
was attached to almost every Conventual Church in the kingdom. This 
addition to the Church of St. Albans, was completed during the ab- 
bacy of Hugh Eversden, between the years 1308 and 1320, in the 
reign of Edward the Second. It was built chiefly at the expense of one 
Reginaldus of this town, an advocate in the Court of Rome, whose 
business was to manage appeals, and suits made to the Papal Consis- 
tory. Thomas Westwode, a chanter of the Church, is also reported to 
have procured assistance towards its erection, from the pious and faith- 
ful, which exertion procured him to be the first person appointed to the 
office oi Custos CapeUcB. 

The dimensions and proportions of this building are so just and 
beautiful, and its decorations display so much elegant simplicity, that 
it may be referred to, as a specimen of pure and cultivated taste, and 
must be regarded as a model that would not discredit any age. Its 
whole length is fifty-five feet, and width twenty-five ; in height it is 
thirty feet. The Chapel was originally lighted by seven beautiful pointed 
windows, which still claim particular attention from the elegance of their 
form, even in their decayed state. Traces of the delicate sculpture with 
which this Chapel was formerly adorned, are to be discovered in ranges 
of figures surrounding the vnndows^ which have not lost their graceful 
form, though greatly obscured by coats of whitewash, &c. The pave- 
ment is now covered by a boarded floor, so that no sepulchral memo- 
rials are to be seen, though probably such still remain beneath. Besides 
the choice and splendid dtar of the Virgin Mary, formerly at the east 
end, there were others laterally situated, which constantly attracted a 
great resort of persons, particularly on festival days. These smaller 
Chapels, or Oratories, were evidently more calculated for privacy of 
devotion than the Church, and were intended to give an opportunity for 
17 
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pious reflectioB, and the operatioas of conscience. When these private' 
altars were abolished at the Reformation, the erection of pews was, un- 
doubtedly, intended to answer the same purpose. 

Our view from the south east, Plate YII. shews the remains of the east' 
window of the Lady Chapel, the mullions of which being composed of 
friable stone, are much mutilated, and the whole is now in a state of la- 
mentable decay. One of the lateral chapels on the south is also seen, 
and over the whole building appears the great east window of the Abbey 
Church, the massive tower and south transept form the back ground* 

The Chapel of the Virgin Mary is now completely separated frott' 
the Abbey Church, and is used as a school, a passage, for the conre- 
nience of the inhabitants of the town, having been opened through the 
Ante-chapel, this is also rich in sculptured decoration. 

The very curious and ancient Piscina, or rather Benetier, in the south 
aisle of the Church, is the subject of our vignette tail-piece. From the 
style of its decoration, it may be referred to the time of Ring John ; but 
it must be observed, that the ornamented canopy now placed upon the^ 
Piscina, which stands under a singularly formed arch, is no part of it, 
and has most certainly no connexion with the original Piscina. 

At present we must observe that the Church is kept particularly neat^ 
and very clean ; and that more than common attention is paid to visitors 
by the parish clerk, who appears to take great interest in the remark- 
ably curious monuments committed in some respects to his care. 
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ASHFORD, KENT ; 

VICAR, '^ 
THE REV. JAMES BOND. 



The town of Ashford is situated on rising ground, near the confluence 
of the upper branches of the River Stour, overlooking the celebrated 
Weald of Kent, a wonderfully rich and level tract, interspersed with very 
gende eminences, highly cultivated and adorned with numerous seats and 
villages, scattered amongst towering oaks and other trees, within the 
distance of fifty-four miles from the metropolis, and about fourteen from 
the city of Canterbury. Its large and beautiful Church, dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, is of very remote origin, but was entirely rebuilt about 
the latter end of the reign of Edward IV., chiefly at the expense of Sir 
John Fogge, Knt., who resided at Repton, about a mile from this town^ 
He died about the year 1490, and was buried under a tomb, which 
stands on the north side of the Altar, in the Chancel. The Monument is 
now greatly defaced, but contains on one side of it a brass plate with 
these lines : 

Plenius hie sequitur quod fecerat ille Johannes 
Sumptibus ex propriis, banc ecclesiam renovavit 
' Cum campanile quod funditus ledificavit. 

» ' ' i i >t Pluribus atque libris chorus hie per cum Teneratur, 

:' Ac ornamentis altari Dei veneratur. 

I ^ Vestibulum ditans, et plura jocalia donans 

• Ut patet intuitu, pro posteribus memoranda 

Ad laudem Domini, cui laus sit nunc et in aevum. — Amen, 

Sir John Fogge was Comptroller of the Household, and Privy Coun- 
sellor to King Edward IV., and also founded a College in this town, 
with a small establishment appointed to pray for the souls of the king 
and several persons of distinction, and also those of his majesty's liege 
subjects who were slain in the battles of Northampton, St Albans, 
and Sherborne, in defence of his right and title. 

In a vault underneath the tomb near the altar, which is called Fogge's 

Tank, but belongs to the Lord of the Manor, a great many of the Fogge 

.ftmily have b^n buried: there is a tradition that above twenty knights 

of that family have been deposited there. From an old MS. one in- 
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scriptton relatiTe to a member of this family is given in Panmu^i East 
Kenty as having formerly been in this Church. 

Uttt, under t^^ jitone, Ipetf) tf^e boD?^ of t^cknai ftmft ^^^^ 
q[upte, latelt Sergeant porter unto tjbe mo$it tamnfit^ j^nee^, Hins 
i^enrp VII. onD Vlli.^ anil ^lianor, W topf » tfje tejieije Cftomajf 
decejsieD tjbe xvitjb dap of augujsit, tfte pere of our ILorO I5i2, and 
^lianor oeee^reo ti^e dap of i tt)t pere of our %xitb one 

t|)0Uj$anD fibe |)untireti and on tof^OjKe imlt^ ^e^u^ i^atie merep. 

On labels issuing from the mouths of two figures now gone, are these 
sentences : 

j^ater de €tlif miserere nobt$i« 
^pirttu^i ^ancte ^tng mts^erere nobti^* 

The fiamily of Foggte, in after times, suffered much in their estate at 
the period of the Civil Wars, and according to the vicissitude of human 
affairs, were reduced to a very small property at the beginning of the 
eighteenth century. 

Captain Christopher Fogge, a descendant of this ancient family> was 
made prisoner by the Turks, and redeemed from slavery with a consider- 
able ransom. He afterwards went to sea as commander of the Rnpert 
man of war, and died on board of his own ship in the Blver Thames, 
soon after his last voyage, about the year 1707. At his death the fa- 
mily was most probably extinct 

The Church consists of a Nave, with aisles on the north and south 
sides, two transepts and a chancel,^ with a very noble embattled tower 
at the intersection of the nave and transepts. It is finely proportioned^ 
and rises to the height of two stories above the body of the Church, and 
is ornamented with mullioned windows, rising to a pointed arch upon 
each face. Four octangular turrets, one at each comer of the Tower, 
are crowned with smidl spires, and terminate in vanes.^-'Vide Exterior 
View, Plate 1. 

The effect of the interiof of the fabric is considerably injured by the 
many pews and galleries that have beeii introduced for the convenience 
of the numerous inhabitants of the town, by which much of the original 
beauty of the structure is lost; there is now ho painted glass iu the 
windows; but Weever, in hiir curie^ work,^ spieaks of num^ goodly poT" 
irditureS—^s of King Edward III. ; the Black Prince i Richard, Duke 
of Gloucester; Richard, Earl Rivers; the Lord Hastings; the Lord 
Scales; Sir Williaitf Hawte; Valoimt, and his tw^e wives; the first, ilw 
daughter of Hawte, the sec6nd of Fogge^ &c. '^h&. * 

Tlie Church, hdwev^r, istitl c6Yitshi8 a gi^eat ntietay mdnmnaits deserv- 
ing attention; the prindpallof whMare in the South Transept, chiefljrift 
memory of the family of Smyth, L6rds of Westenhanger, and fbntrarl^r 
owners of the Manor of Ashford, now represented by the Lord Viscount 
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Stranffoftl. All Iheie tombs axe now in excellent preservation, and 
remain fine specimens of the taste preralent in Monnmental Architecture 
during the sixteenth, and in the earlier part of the seventeenth century; 
they were repaired by the late Chief Baron Sir Sidney Stafford Smyth, 
a de9ceii4ant, whose gre»t grandmother was the Lady Dorothy Sydney, 
so celebrated, by the poet Waller as Saccharissa. 

Hie Monument of Thomas Smith, Esq. composed of various-colored 
marble, represented in Plate II. stands against the south wall of the 
Cbi^el, and bears the following inscription : 

Memoris Sacrum. 
i£e certa spe beatas lesunectio^is conditur danssimps. vir, Thomas Smith, de 
I , W9fUQl»%iig«r» Armiger, qui ob , sf^tatt^n in priacipem fidem et observaotiam 
digniiunmiis habebatur. Qui pcirtorii vectigalibus in Londini portubus prsficere- 
tur, qu» postea triginta millium Ubrarum amiua pensitatione a principe redemit, 
et gingulari in nobiliores liberalitate et amore in mercatores pnestitit opes quibus 
ilium Deus opt. max. beavit ad Dei glori^un pauperes sublevando, vere religionis 
professores fovendo, bonasque literas promovendo et ad reipublicae usum Ion- 
ginquas navigationes instituendo novas terras detegendo, et serarias fodinas ape- 
riendo libens lubensque erogavit. Jamque annorum plenus cum sexagesimum 
nonuin an'um implevisset, filiosque sex, sex etiam filias ex AHcia clarissima 
conjuge sexigeneria, filia et bsrede Andrei ludd militis D'ni hujus Vills de 
Ashford suscepisset ; qui in clariores familias matrimonio coUigantur, ex hac vita 
firma in Christo fide demigravit junii septimo. 

Anno Salutis 1591. ^ 
Johannes Smyth filius primogenitus, optimo patri matriq' charissimsB caeteris 
filiis filiabus collacrimantibus, ad officioss pietatis et posteritatis memoriam 
moestissimus posuit. 

The figures of Thomas Smith, and his wife Alice, are represented 
lying at full length under an arched canopy, composed of a rich enta- 
l^lature supported by two Corinthian columns, surmounted by a com- 
partment filled with the arms of Smyth. Argent, a chevron engrailed 
between three lions passant sable. Crest, a leopariTs head erased, argent 
gorged with a collar and chain sable. Two other shields^ with impale- 
Qiepts and quarterings of the family, and small obelisks on pedestals at 
.the angles. On the base of the tomb are the six sons and six daughters 
of the deceased, kneeling at Prie Dieus, with an open book upon each. 

Qn the west side of this Chapel is the monument of Sir Richard 
S^nyth, Knt, of Leeds Castle, fourth son of the above, who is repre- 
sented in armour, lying upon a cushion and mat; in front are his three 
wives and five children. Upon the monument is the following in- 
scription : — 

HerC/ly^th thf body of SiC;^diard Smyth, of Leeds Castle, Kent, fourth son of 

^omas. Smyth, of Qstenhanger, in the county of Kent, £sq« 
He married three wives, who were widows. By the first of them, being a daugh- 
ter of Sir Thomas Scott, of Scotfs Hall, he had his only son. Sir John Smyth, 
and twa daughters, Elizabetii and Alice; and by his second wife he had hb 
3 
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daughter, Mary'; and by his last wife, who snrnved .him, he had. his daughter - 
Margarett. He was Receiver of the Duche of Cornwall, and Surveyor General 
and Commissioner for the Revenewes assigned to Prince Charles, for many years. 
He was a just officer in his accounts, which he perfected with much content- 
ment, where he was trusted. His love to his wife's children and friends was 
extraordinary, and he tenderly did respect them. His bounty to the poore was 
very great. He lived piously, and having an assured hope of a joyful resurrec- 
tion by a lively faith in the meritts of Jesus Christ. He rested from his labors 
on the 21st July, 1628, in the 63d year of his age. 

The other Monument to this ancient family is upon the east side of 
the Chapel, and commemorates Sir John Smyth, Knt, only son of the 
latter, who died in 1609, and Elizabeth, his wife, who are represented 
kneeling on cushions at a lettem or reading desk. The former is in ar- 
mour, with a ruff, the latter has also a ruff and large hoop. In front of 
the Monument are portraitures of their three surviving children ; and on 
a black marble tablet is this inscription : 

To the Memorye 
of Sir John Smyth, of Ostenhanger, Knight, and Elizabeth, his wife, daughter 
and Sole heyer of John Fineaux, of Heme, in the County of Kent, Esq., who 
lived married together about 30 yeares, and had issue two sons and six daugh- 
ters, whereof three only survived them at the time of their death, whose por- 
traitures are here presented, videlicet, Thomas Smyth, Esq., his sonne and heyer ; 
Katharine, married to Sir Harry Baker, of Sissinghurst, in the county of Kent, 
Knight ; and Elizabeth, marryed to Harry Nevill, the younger, of Bjllingbere, in 
the County of Berk. Knight. 

Erected by Sir John Scott, Sir Rich. Smyth, and Christopher Tolderve, the exe- 
cutors to the sadd Sir John Smyth. 

The last of this family that was buried in the vault underneath thi» 
Chapel, was Philip Smyth, Viscount Strangford, in 1708 ; a great es- 
tate in this county formerly belonged to the family. Thomas Smyth, 
commonly called Customer Smyth, was remarkable for his great riches. 
Westenhanger, in the parish of Stanford, between this town and Hythe, 
their usual place of residence, was a. noble and magnificent structure; 
a small part of it that still remains, has been converted into a farm-house. 

On a slab, in front of the Altar steps, is a curious full-sized brass, in 
memory of Elizabeth, daughter to Henry, Lord Ferrers, of Groby, and 
wife to David le Strabolgie, the fourth of that name. Earl of Athol ; 
she died in the year 1375, and is represented in the old French round 
dress, closely buttoned from the waist, her hair in three rows of curls, 
surrounding her face, and hanging over her shoulders : she held a square 
banner in each hand, that in the dexter pahf, that in the sinister 
charged with seven muscles, the arms of Quincy ; over her head, within 
a square, the arms of France and England, quarterly, and under her 
feet, a heater-shaped Shield, charged with a cross, impaling three chevrons, 
all within a border gutUe, and originally bore this inscription : '' Icy gist 
4 
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Elizabeth, Countesse D'AthoIs, la fille de Sign Ferrers, Dieu assoile qae 
mourut le xx jour d*Octobre, Pan de Grace MCCC."-^Vide Le Nev©*» 
Church Notes, Add. MS. 5479, in the British Museum. The ^gure is 
no\r much mutilated, and of the fillet of brass, round it, the following 
only remains : 

The original Altar of the Church was pulled down during the Civil 
War, and the names of the Churchwardens, cut in stone, were placed in 
the Chancel; but in the year 1697, this tablet was remoyed, and the 
present altar-piece erected by subscription ; the following is the curious 
preamble to the List of the Subscribers to the new work. 

" Whereas the ancient Altar and Altar-piece of the Parish Church of 
Ashford, having been both decent and ornamental, rising with a fine 
ascent, and the same railed in after a decent manner, were in the time of 
rebellion, in the reign of our truly pious and martyred sovereign, King^ 
Charles the First, of blessed memory, in the year of our Lord, 1644, 
sacrilegiously defaced and removed, the Altar razed even with the 
ground, and some of the materials converted to their own private uses, 
by men as well of factious and rebellious principles and practices as sa- 
crilegipusj and to perpetuate this their infamous act and sacrilegious 
depredations, the then Churchwardens, Jay Starr and William Warsley, 
two of the actors in so great and villainous a profanation and profuse 
wasters of the churches treasure, had their names cut in stone, which 
they placed in the wall where the ancient Altar-piece stood, as a monu- 
ihent thereof, but is now taken out and broken to pieces, it being a 
shame to our church that the names of such men should remain there, 
already too lon^, who under the hypocritical mask and disguise of ab- 
horring idolatry, dared be guilty of so bold a sacrilege as to violate 
God*s altar. 

" We, therefore, the Parishioners of the Parish of Ashford, and affec- 
tionate members of our truly apostolical and established Church of 
England, abhorring, as we are bound in duty, so sacrilegious an act, 
and to testify our sincerity and due regard to the order and decent ap- 
pendices of our church, and that place where peace and reconciliation is 
made between God and man, may no longer continue as it is now, to our 
shame, the place of brawls and contentious disputes of the parishioners, 
but that a fair and decent Altar and Altar-piece, pavement, and rails, may 
be raised and placed again in its ancient place and order, being there- 
unto encouraged and moved by the exemplary and pious offer of a ge- 
nerous contribution by our very good lord, the Earl of '^Thanet, and the 
Reverend Sir George Wheeler, and being well assured of Ihe further, 
pious and concurrent contribution of our very good Lord Strangford, and 
divers other devorut persons of honour and. quality, for the completing 
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f o deeent an enterprize, have and do hereby promise to pay the several 
sums of money to our several and respective names b^re under writtai 
annexed, to encourage and carry cm so good and commendable a work. 

" Witness our hands this five and tweutietii day of July^ Anno Domini, 
1696.'' 

Then follows a list of subscribers to the amount of seventy pounds. 

The following Account of some of the Vicars of Ashford is also from 
Parsoms's Ea$t^etU,^^. 587> where die order of succession is traced 
Arom the Parish Register. 

Rev. John .Wallis» Vicar, father to the famous Dr. Wallis, the learned 
Mathematician of Oxford, was buried, Dec. 4, 1623. 

On a flat stone in the Arehbishop!s CoMrt, within, the Church, j^-^ the 
following inscriptions relating to him andrhis fsimily : 

Here lieth the body of the faithful servant of Jesus Christ, late painful and loving 
Pastor of this Congregation, Mr. John Widlis, who departed this life, Noyember 
30, 1622, being of age 55 yearg, and Mr. H«niy Wallis, son of Mr. John asd' Jo- 
anna Wallis, who lived a godly, pmdimt, just, and useful; man, and died maifAk 
lamented, Sept. 3, 1666, aged 46 years, and is here interred in his £BLther's.gTaye : 
Mis. Joanna Wallis, a prudent, grave, and pious matron, sometime wife of Mr. 
John Wallis, Pastor of this Church, daughter of Mr. Henry and Sarah Chi^man, 
sometime of Godmersham, died September 26, 1643, aged — years, and is here 
interred by her husband. Also Mrs. Rebecca Wallis; widow of Mr. Henry Wal- 
lis, and daughter of Mr. Howell^ of Rye, who diedSeptemba 20, ]677» 

Rev. Edmund Hayes, Vicar, father to Mr. Hayes, Printer to the 
University of Cambridge, was buried Sept 3, 1638. 

Bev. Mr. Mackbee succeeded Mr. Hayes ; in his time were great 
confusion both in church and state. 

Bey. Richard Whitlock, Vicar, a man of wit and learning, was buried 
October 24, 1066, 

Rev. Thomas Risden, Vicar, succeeded Mr. Whitlock. He was mi- 
nister in Bread Street, London, and was burnt out of his habitation by 
the great fire, anno 1666; he then came to Ashford, and was here 
buried May 29, 1673. 

The Rev. Samuel Warren, Vicar, succeeded, and died in 1720, 
Itged 64. On a black marble slab in the Chancel is the following in- 
acription to his memory : 

M.S. 
Samnelitf Warren ^jus Ecclesis Ashfordiensis nvper Vicarii,. yiri>et yitaBtsaneti- 
jDonia, «t pturitale idei et momm suavitate vesc/veneraiidi. JDfumerofit Qrrcgi 
XLVIILiannos liiroibafide, siuwmaqne coDstantia.invigilavit pastor inculpatus, et 
quo erat ingenio ad omnia humanitatis officia prompto non tantum profiiit omni- 
bus, sed et placuit. Ad munus sacerdotale licet indesinenter attentus, rei tamen 
familiari administrapds non prorsus defiiit Quinimo rationes domesticas tarn 
accurate ad calculum vocavit, et facnltat^ suas tarn provide et prudente dbpen- 
savit ut ex redditibua satis modiois niiBquam non suppeteret undeliberos sues 
6 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ST. MARY'S OKURCHi AttBPORDi KBBIT. 

k«lie nmltM iMnMle educaret etlfteealkaiv. <Neo^m;«uQ»;sobiiatbe«is^m9f«i»^ 
optiniti^ ntpote quieiga omnes le temper benevoliim prestitit etpropeiuntt^ in- 
digentibus vero summe beneficum, vera significatio animi generosi. 
Quippe cum plerique omnes magnificum ducunt si non ihviti id'erogent quod'sa- 
tietati superfuerit, hie yel a semetipso auferre sustinuit, quo alioi 
t^osset beare. 

Senecta piDlius quam moibo confectns 

Christ! meritis plenie' confisus^ 

Deo placide animam reddidit 
Martii XVI an'o D'ni MDCCXX 
^tatis sue LXXXIV. 
Hie etiam juzta jacet desideratissimi viri conjux dilectissima Sara» Joannis Stafford 
Reqtoritf de Luggershall in agio Sussexio. fi^a» nata> miniioa ^ foBmina t^m veiraar 
tate corporis quam praBcelleatibus animi dotibus vere spectabilis. Que statim 
post decimum partum variolis oppressa in Christo obdormivit Sept'ris XX. Anno 
D'ni MDCIXXXVII. statis su» XL. 

His son, Dr. William Waxnm^ made antiquities his favourite study, 
and wrdte a history of this Ghnreh, Many extraetsfvooi i»i4idi^ aire given 
in '* Pafsons'd Account of M onum^ts, <Src. in the churches' of East 
Kent,** lt94, 4to. H^ died at Canterbury, but was buried at Ashford. 
In the Churchyard is a tomb erected to his memory^ with this inscription : 

H. S. t. 

Gulielmus Warren, LL.D. 

AuL Trin. Cantabr. Socius. 

Ileverendi Vlri Samuelis Warren, 

Hujus Ecclesise olim Vicarii 

Filius 

Obiit III Jan. MDCCXUV. 

iEtatis sue LXII. 

In different parts of the Church are monuments with these inscriptions : 

In a Vault beneath lieth interred the body of John Norwood, late of this Town, ^ 
and Mary his wife, by whom he had seven children, six of whom are in the said 
Vault with Mm, in memory of whom their surviving son Edward has erected this 
monument, 1743. 

Near this plsiee flfe-4«poiited the remaint of Tkemaa HvsKy, Esq. who died July 
3, 1779, aged M yens. Also three of hit €3i9drai, who died infants. 

Beneath this Monument lies interred the small remainder of Arthur Apsley, of 
this Town, Esq. who near twenty years with lojralty, courage, and good conduct, 
discharged the especial trust reposed in him by their Majesties King William and 
Queen^Anne as Comet, Lieutenant, and Exempt of their first troop of Horse 
Guards. He married Mary, youngest daughter of George Evelyn, of Godstone, 
in Surrey, Esq. by whom he left no issue. He died Dec. 29, 1719, in the 50(h 
year of his age. 

Near him also is interred the body ^f Arthur Apsley, fieither of the aforesaid 
Arthur, who died Dec. 4, 1743, aged 80. 
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ST. mart's church, ABHFORDy KENT. 

Here alio lieth intened the body of Thomas i^pdcy, of this Town, who out of hie 
filial duty and brotherly affection erected this Monument to their memory. 

Here lies the Body of James Reader, late of this Town, who departed this life 

August 24, 1727, aged 52. 
Near him also lieth interred the body of Elizabeth, relict of the said James Reader, 
and daughter of Arthur Apsley : she died October 17> 1741, aged 64 years. 
^ Maiy Handfield, relict of Thomas Handfield, ob. June, —38, aged 79. 

Thomas Apsley, son of Thomas and Ann Apsley, died the 23rd of January, 1774, 

in the 38th year of his age. 
Elbabeth Apsley, his widow, died the 22nd day of July, 1791, in the 73rd year 

of her age. 

Thomas, son of Thomas and Elizabeth Apsley, died the 8th of Octob^, 1767, in 

the 28th year of his age. 

Upon a slab of marble in the Vestry is the following inscription : 

Hoc sub Marmore. 
Conduntor cineret Johannis Fenner generosi, hujus oppidi non ita pridem incols 
et omamenti, qui obiit XV die Julii Anno D'ni MDCCII. aetatis sus XXXVI. 
Viverat multis certe nominibus memorandus utpote qui fidelis Ecdesis Anglicans 
filius orthodoxs, fidei pietatem adjunxit vitaeque integritatem, quinetiam, quod illi 
omnino dandum est laudi, feliciter monstravit benignam ingenii Tenam sermonem 
festivum, moresque faciles non tantum cum religionis gravitate convenire, sed vir- 
tutem ipsam gratiorem reddere et magis amabilem. Uiorem duxit Saram Ilioms 
Bull de Mersham generosi filiam natii mazimam, fceminam sane tali viro dignam 
quae obiit V. die Aprilis MDCCXV et hie juzta jacet ^pulta. Ex hac septem 
SQScepit liberos, quorum tres praematuro fato abreptos pater moestus ploravit qua- 
tuor superstites Mariam, Franciscam, Saram, Elizabetham, et Priscillam, moritums 
testamento reliquit haeredes. Elizabetha anno aetatis undecimo vizdum expleto 
variolis occubuit ; tres reliquas marmor hoc pietatis et gratitudinis ergo posuere 
Anno Domini MDCCXXXIV. 

In the Archbishop's Court is a Monument inscribed wi^ the fol- 
lowing : 

Memoriae Sacrum 
Baptistae Pigott, filii Baptists Pigott de Dartford, Clerici, primique Scolae Ash- 
fordiensis Moderatoris, qui summis doctrinae omamentis, eximiaque docendi facul- 
tate instructissimus,.numerosum emditorum ocetum et ecdesias et reipublicae dedit, 
£ priina uxore, relicta Georgii Symons, clerici, filia vero Henrici Stacey de Ashe 
generosi duos filios Baptistam et Gervasium, totidemque filias, Helenam et Ma- 
riam tulit Ex alteris etiam nuptiis cum Jana filia Johannis Spencer et Franciscae 
conjugis de Feversham Armigeri, duos itidem suscepit filios Spencerum et Edwar- 
dum^ quatuor vero filias Franciscam, Elizabetham, Janam, et Annam. Et cum 
ultra quatuor lustra huic scholae praefiiisset, anno aetat. 70 pietate juxta ac annis 
maturus, maritas et pater indulgentissimus de di'scipulis ut et oppido etsi ingrato 
optime meritUs Decern, quint, Calend. Feb. 1657. obiit. 

H. J. B. P. S. P. 
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CJtttcJ^ of t|)e f|ol? Cnnit^ . 

INGHAM, NORFOLK. 

REV. JOHN HEPWORTH, STIPENDIARY CURATE. 



The Lordship of Ingbam was possessed, at a very early period^ by a 
family of tbe same name, of wbom Oliver de Ingbam was living in 
1183, and Jobn de Ingbam is known to bave been Lord in tbe reign of 
Ricbard I. Sir Oliver de Ingbam, great grandson of tbe last, and 
Senescbal of. Oascoigne and of Aquitain, and Lord Warden of tbe 
Marcbes of Guienne, in tbe reign of £dward III., bad two daugbters 
and co-beirs, tbe younger of wbom, Joan, conveyed Ingbam to ber 
second busband. Sir Miles Stapleton, of Bedale, in Yorksbire. Tbis^ 
Knigbt and bis Lady founded a perpetual Cbantry in tbe Parisb Cburcb 
of Ingbam, consisting of a Warden and two Priests, performing service 
in bonour of tbe Holy Trinity, and for tbe souls of King Edward III., 
tbe founders, tbeir parents, and otber relations, and of all tbe faitbful 
deceased. This institution was soon converted into a Priory, of tbe' 
order of tbe Holy Trinity and St. Victor, for tbe redemption of captives 
from tbe Turks, and to wbicb tbe Cburcb, baving been rebuilt, was ' 
made collegiate and appropriated, by Tbomas Percy, Bisbop of Nor- 
vncb, on tbe 2d of July, A. D. 1360. The Convent at first consisted 
merely of a prior or custos, and two brethren ; but four otber brethren 
or canons, and a sacrist, who officiated for the parishioners, were sub- 
sequently added ; and the number was designed to bave been made up 
to thirteen, if the revenues bad so increased, that ten marks annually 
could bave been allowed each religious. In 1384, the endowments of 
tbe Priory were augmented by John de Sa^ham, on the condition that 
a chaplain should be provided to pray for bis soul in tbe collegiate 
Church. 

Ingham Priory became, in a short time, tbe bead bouse of its order 
in this country, and even imparted to it the name of the order of Ingbam, 
by which it was thenceforward known, as well as by those of tbe order of 
tbe M aturins, and of the Trinitarians. The conventual possessions of tbe 
Ingbam foundation, according to Mr. Taylor, in bis Index MonasHcui of 
tbe Diocese of Norwich, were four manors and four impropriate churches, 
with lands and interests in about twenty parishes. The Priory itself 
was situated on the north side of tbe Church, to wbicb its cloister ad-» 
joined. 

Tbe Church, of which Plate I. is a View from the south-east, is forty- 
four yards long, including the nave and chancel ; the width of tbe chan- 
cel is eighteen feet; and that of tbe nave, with its two aisles, forty feet 
Adjoining, to tbe south, was a Chapel, dedicated to St Mary. Over the 
porch, wbicb has a stone groined roof, were two large rooms, where 
lived the Sacristan. At the west end is a lofly and elegant Tower, 
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above the grand entrance through which are the arms of Ingham, and 
of Stapleton impaling Felbrigg and de la Pole, indicative of its builder. 
Sir Miles Stapleton, great-grandson of the founder, who died in 1466^ 
of and his two wives, Catherine, daughter of Sir T. de la Pole, son 
of Michael, Earl of Suffolk, and Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Siinon Fel- 
brigg. Sir Miles was Knight of the Shire in Parliament in the 28th of 
Henry VI. By his last will he devised the whole of his moveable pro- 
perty to be dispensed to pious uses, and all his manors to his feoffees, 
for four years, to raise money for almes-deeds, for his souFs health ; 
he left considerable legacies to this Church and Priory. 

In the following account of the principal monuments and other sepul- 
chral memorials in this Church, the inscriptions are given from Blome- 
field's History of Norfolk. Most of them are now gone, and the rest 
are in a very imperfect state. 

Under an arch on the north side of the chancel lies the sculptured 
figure of Sir Oliver de Ingham, as represented in the annexed Engraving, 
Plate II.; its ancient appearance is thus described by Weever : " Vnder 
a faire Tombe of free-stone, very curiously wrought, lieth the body of Sir 
Oliver Ingham, with his resemblance in his coate Armour, his belt, gilt 
spurs, and the blew Garter about his leg ; his Creast, the Owle out of 
the luie bush, with a crowne on the head thereof: He being a great 
trauailer, lyeth vpon a Rocke, beholding the Sunne, and Moone, and 
Starres, all very liuely set forth in mettall, beholding the face of the 
earth : about the Tombe, twenty and foure mourners.'* Sun^ moon, and 
stars, however, have long since disappeared, and but fourteen of the 
mourners now remain. Weever, who frequently must have trusted to 
other eyes than his own, is not always correct either in his descriptions 
or in his dates. In this case there never was any *' blew Garter." Sir 
Oliver died in 1343, and was not a knight of that order. What Weever 
denominates '' a rocke,'* is a bed of rough stone-work, representing a 
bed of round flints : the Knight's position is singular, for he appears as 
if prepared to jump up on his feet; his head inclines over his shoulder, 
towards the inner part of the arch. His right arm crosses his breast, 
and grasps his sword, which hangs at his left side, but is now broken ; 
his left arm crosses his breast to his right shoulder, the hand resting on 
the stony pillow. His legs were crossed, but are now broken. His 
eyes seem directed to a painting on the back of the arch ; this, which is 
much defaced, is probably the "face of the earth," which Weever de- 
scribes the celestial luminaries as beholding : it is described in the fol- 
lowing terms by the late lamented artist Mr. C. Stothard, in a letter 
printed in his Memoirs : ** The subject of it appears to relate to hunt- 
ing. A figure on the left, with a green hood over his head, is blowing 
a horn ; towards the centre are seen the stag, lion, camel, and other 
animals. Another huntsman, who is not so well preserved, appears to 
be stringing his bow." On the side of the tomb was the following in- 
scription : " Mounsier Oliuer de Ingham gist icy ; et Dame Elizabeth, 
sa compagne, que lug Dieu de lesalmes dit mercy, ^^ 
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IKOHAM CHimCH. 

^ At the ^ftsl end of the Chiireh, !>/ die rooQ^oftt ii an altar-boBUiIilDt, 
irlih sculptured figures of Sit Roger di Bitgn and Marghret bh lady, 
itfeli&eaied iii Plalie HI. The Knigtit U in complete armour ; his head 
rests on the head and body of /a Saracen, coup^, aad at his feet is a 
hound, Urith h!s piiw i^stiiig On a gautoHet. The fbllowing is the in- 
Scription, according to Blomi^field : *^ Munodeur Roger de Bogs giit tc^, 
ittJkime Marget^e sd fthndme^ aiM torn, qui passer icy priez Dtei de 
kur dimes eit niercg. EBe moromt fan Hkire '&igfi£wr fkitt trecekt ef 
quiniiemeet il morottt Tdn de dit nostre Seigneur ^ 1300. With this datd^ 
however, neither the armour of the Ki^ight nor the dress of his lady by 
any means agree; they point to about 1380 ^ and there is a word foU 
lowing the ** trecens,^ though it is illegible. His arms, argent, two bars 
with a canton gules, over all a Sllet sable, are yel visible on his surcoat > 
and her robe is checked' with his arms and her own, argent, tiiree 
mascles between two bendlets, sable. It is remarkable that both figures 
wear the mantle of some order, having as a badge on the right shoulde^ 
a cross patteie, of winch the^ upper liofl> is ri^moved to make room for a 
motto : this is in the Gk>thio letter, and is in thrive divisions, but is no 
longer legible, and no reeOcd of it exists. Some have imagined it to 
be ** Amor:** others, *' A ma vie :^ the latter is the better conjecture. 

The chancel is floored with the monumental stones of the Stapletons 
and their connexions ; and the inlaicl brasses were among the richest in 
the county. All are now gone : they were stolen in 1800, when St. 
Mary's Chapel was pulled down, to save the expense of repairing its 
roof, and the Church laid open. 

In the centre before the high altar were the full-sized figures of Sir 
litiles Stapleton and Joan his lady, the founders of the Priory. They 
were coarsely executed and out of proportion. T%eir right hands were 
joined'^ the armour of the Knight was inlaid with roundels; the lady's 
hair fell in two formal btaids, one on each side of her face ; round her 
head Was a narrow fillet of jewellery, the preeious stones being repre- 
sented by a composition, of various colours ; from above each elbow hung 
a long narrow sleeve. Amis, Stapleton, lion raikipant, imp. Ingham^ 
per pale or et vert, a cross moline, gules. The inscription is thus very im- 
perfectly given by Blomefield : Priez pour les almes Monseur Miles de 
Stapleton, et dame Johanne, safemme,Jille de Monseur Olvier de Ingham^ 
fondeurs de ceste mayson, que JHeu de leur almes eit pitSeJ' The lady 
was widow of Sir Roger le Strange ; and daughter and sole heiress of 
Sir Oliver de Ingham. By ihis marriage Sir Miles added a large estate 
to his former possessions in Yorkshire, and became a conspicuous per- 
son in the reign of Edward the Third, ranking high in his favour, and 
being one of the first Knights of the Garter; some token of which order 
one is disappointed in not finding on his monument** He died in 1365* 
There were likewise brasses, with armorial bearings, of Sir MUes Staple- 
ton, son of the founder, and Ela, his lady, daughter of Sir Edmund 
Cfford, and of Sir Brian Stapleton, \x\i son, with Cecilia, daughter of 
the Lord Bardolph, his lady ; and of Sir Miles, son of Snr Brian, and 
his two wives, before mentioned, with whom terminated the Norfolk 
branch of the family, in 1466. 
3 
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INGHAM CHURCH. 

Here also were eegrated effigies or inscriptioDS and armorial bear- 
iBfs of the (bUowing persons : Joan^ wife of Jjokt^ Pi^s, and dangli- 
ter of the second Sir MHes Stapleton, who died Sept. 2, 1385; lAe 
iMdy Eioj wife of the second Sir Miles, and daughter of Shr Edmund 
Ufford; Sir Roger Bogt, who died Feb. 25, 1421; John, Bo^, Etq.; 
Sbmmd Siapletom, Eeq., Chamberlain to John, Duke of Norfolk, and son 
of Shr Miles, the fonnder, who died in 1402; and Matilda his wife, for- 
merly the wife of Sir Hugh Faskolf, who died in X435 ; Lady Eliaabeik 
CaUkorp, first wife of Sir Francis Calthorp, who died July 23, 1536. 
There is also a memorial to WiUiam Johtuon, Etq., Lord of the Manor 
of Ingham, who died Jan. 2, 1640, aetat. 41. In 1431, John Bradk, 
Eeq. was buried by the north door of the Church. In 1384, John de 
Saxhorn, who gave the manor of Westhall, &c. to the Priory, was buried 
in St Mary's Chapel. Weever mentions as buried here ** Dame Ela 
PerpoiiUf which had two husbands." 

In the body of the Church was a grayestone, with brass figures of a 
Knight and his Lady, and the following metrical inscription : 

Hie miles gratus, Thomas SaukvUe Tocatus 
P<mitixr et digna sibi conjux Anna benigna ; 
Angusti pr. idus^ M. C. quater, L. q. secvndo. 
Hone Christus Dominus fecit valedicere mnndo. 
Hec cum Clementer lut anno post venirente, 
Hlorum funus absolvat trinns et nnus* 

The state of the Church declares that the present wealthy inhabitants 
of the parbh possess but little of the taste and spirit which guided 
the founders. Many of the windows are bricked up; the oriels are closed 
with plaster ; the stone screen has fallen, and its beautiful gates are cut 
up into pew doors ; the monks' stalls and the monuments are utterly 
dilapidated, and the whole of the interior is in a ruinous condition. 

A portion of the walls of the Priory, with two small doorways, still 
remains ; but nothing thi^t is interesting, either in an architectural or a 
pictureisque point of view. 

At the Dissolution, the prior, John Say, with Robert Barham and 
four others, subscribed to the King's supremacy on the 5th of August, 
^534. The yearly y^ue of tbe endowments at this period, after all 
fixed charges upon them were deducted, amounted to 61/. 8«. 7|dL ac- 
cording to the Valor Ecfiknasticm, and to Dugdale. Speed states the 
gross reyenues at 74/. 2s. l^d. The Priory lands, &c. were granted to ' 
3ir William Woodhouse, of Waxham, in Ibis county, who afterwards 
exchanged the Pripry grange, manor, appropriated Rectory, and lands, 
with William Rugg, Bishop of Norwich, for the Priory of Hickling and. 
other possessipns ; and th^y.^e still attached to the See. 

Pi^or to the erection of the Church into a collegiate establishment, 
the parish of. Inghani was a B^ctory, valued at twenty-six marks in 
the reign of JBdward J., w^e|i the B^ctpr had a manse and thirty acres of 
lafid, and paid IScf. ,Pe^r-pence, It is now served by a stipendiary 
Citrate, nominated by the i^isbop. 
" 4 " 
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NORTH WALSHAM, NOEFOLK ; 

VICAR, ' 

llEV. WILLIAM FARLEY WILKINSON, A.M. 



1 HE town of North Walsham is pleasantly situated about five milet 
from the sea coast, on the heights between the rivers Bure and Ant^ 
fourteen miles from Norwich, and twenty-four from Yarmouth. The 
Churdhy an ancient and interesting edifice, stands in tlie centre of the 
town, being encompassed by three streets, in a triangular form; the 
market-crosis, originally erected in the reign of Edward IV., by Thomas 
Thirlby, bishop of Norwich, although an object of much aversion at 
the reformation, not only escaped demolition at that period, but was 
repaired in the year 160(^ by William E«dman, then bishop, and w'af 
adorned with his arms, viz. a cross between four ermine cushions tas<- 
selled, impaled with those of the see of Norwich. 

Canute the Great, in the seventeenth year of his reign, on his foun- 
dation of the abbey of St Benet, at Holme, 1034, gave the lordship of 
the hundred of Tun stead, in which this town is situated, to the abbey, 
and Edward the Confessor granted a confirmation of these possessions, 
A Church was erected here at a very early period, dedicated to St. 
t^icholas, and was in the patronage of St. Benet*s abbey, till the reign 
of Henry VIII., when Richard Nyx, bishop of Norwich, having incurred 
a praemunire for appealing to the see of Rome, the whole of the re- 
venues of that see were granted away. Upon his death in the tower of 
London in the year 1536, it became necessary to provide for his successor, 
and the abbacy of St. Benet was then annexed to the see for ever. The 
bishopric of Norwich having thus lost its temporal barony, the bishop 
now sits in the House of Peers, merely by virtue of his mitred abbacy 
of St Benet The Church is a large building, consisting of a nave, side 
aisles, and a chancel, altogether about one hundred and fifty- six feet 
long by sixty-eight feet in width. There is a tradition that the ori« 
ginal edifice, having^ been occupwd by the rebels, in 1381, as a strong 
hold, afitot their defeat by Henry Spencer, llie warlike bishop of Norwich, 
in the battle of North ffalsham Heath, the Church was by his order 
demolished. The architectural style of the present building confirms 
the tradition, for it evidently appears to have been erected soon after 
that event. The Porch, vide plate 1, possesses a bold and ornamental 
1 
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ST. NICHOLAS' CHURCH^ NORTH WAL8HAM, NORFOLK. 

character in its design, and is composed of flint and stone intermixed, in 
architectural dences. In the spandrils of the 9tch of .entrance are sculp- 
tured the arms of John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaster, who had a seat at 
Gimmingham in this neighbourhood, and the arms of the abbey of St. 
Benet at Holme, viz. a crosier in pale between two ducal coronets; 
blank shields in quatrefoil compartments are continued round the base- 
ment The massive tower of this Church, originally one hundred and 
forty-seven feet high, fell down the 16th of May, 1724; the rebuilding 
of this tower was at one period contemplated, and Thomas Hayter, 
bishop of Norwich, is said to have readily contributed one hundred 
pounds towards so desirable an object; the proposal was however laid 
aside, and the venerable tower still remains in its dilapidated state, as 
s^n in our first plate, which represents the richly ornamented entrance, 
or porch. 

A peculiarity in the plan of this really 4ine building is its having been 
erected without any architectural distinction between the nave and the 
chancel, and, like the ancient Roman Basilica, it forms one magnificent 
and sacred chamber, only divided by the screen as usual in this coun- 
try. The side aisles are continued along the whole extent from the west 
to the east end, and are separated from the body of the church by a 
range of very elegandy formed arches, supported by light clustered 
pillars, so lofty as not to admit of a clerestory above them, and the 
Church is lighted by muUioned windows on the north and south sides. 
In the east window, which was unfortunately demolished by a storm of 
wind in the year 1800, were the arms of the see of Norwich, impaling 
Freke in stained glass, being the coat of Edmund Freke, bishop of Nor- 
wich from 1575 to 1584. 

On the north side of the chancel is the sepulchral monument of Sir 
William Paston, knt., with his effigies in armour, sculptured by John 
Key, freemason of London ; the whole is stated to have cost 200/. It is 
adorned with the arms of Paston, Argent^ six Jleur de lis azure, and a 
chief indented or, together with many quarterings. This monument was 
partially cleaned and repaired a few years ago by the governors of the 
grammar-school, but it is much to be regretted that they left the work 
incomplete. The inscription is in gold letters upon black marble. 
Pietati et beneficentisB sacrum. 
Obdormit hie in Domino, Gulielmus Pastonus, eques auratos, antiqua et no- 
bili ttirpe ortus, cognatione ndbilissimis fomiliis conjunctus, hospitalitate 
per annos quinquaginta quinque, et post mortem viginti dnratura dams. 
A4 rq>anuidas cathedralesecdesuM Bathonia et Norrid coUegnuoq. Gone- 
villi et Caii munificns. Panperibns vills Yarmuthis beneficns. Qui sdio- 
1am in hoc loco ad informandam juventntem concionesq. ad divinum verbmn 
disseminandum, redditibus in perpetuum assignatis pie initituit, et mortali- 
tatis *memor, hoc monumentom certa spe in Christo resuigendi, sibi vivus 
posutt.' Anno Dni. 1608, etatii sus 80. 
' -' ■ ■ 2 - ■ ^ . • . 
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ST. NICHOLAS' CHURCH, NOftTB WALSUAM, NORFOCK. 

i& WiUhur foiudied the free grammaiv-sclioo] in lUs town* end en- 
dowed k with forty pounds a year, and ten pounds annually for a weekly 
lecture. 

Within the Church were formerly chapels dedicated to St. Thomas, 
St John, and St. Margaret, of the HoJy Ghost, and of Corpus Christi. 

The very beautiful font is the subject of our second plate. It is sur- 
rounded by an octagonal railing* the main imposts of which were each 
formerly crowned Vvith some heraldic device ; three only remain. This 
method of enclosure is agreeably to ancient custom, for in a Rituale pub- 
lished at Antwerp in 1659, it is required that the font should be ** can- 
cellis circumseptum." The highly ornamented cover, crowned also by 
an emblematical device, is one of the richest of its kind in the kingdom, 
rising in a succession of arches, buttresses, and pinnacles, in four dis- 
tinct tiers ; it is terminated by a florid flnial, the whole boldly designed 
and executed. 

The water used in baptism was formerly consecrated with much cere- 
mony, and to preserve the same from other uses, the ornamented covers 
were adopted, which were always kept locked. The hallowing of the 
font, aait was called, was permitted even after the commencement of the 
reformation, and was usually performed on the eve of Easter and Pen- 
tecost. All children were at one period required to be christened at 
those times ; but as early as the time of Archbishop Peckham, it was 
ordained that baptism should be administered at all times of the year, 
except on the eight days before these evens, during which, if the child 
could live, it was enjoined to wait until the font hallowing. 

The following memorials in this Church are mentioned in the History 
of Norfolk, but most of the slabs have been deprived of the brasses 
that formerly bore the inscriptions, &c. 

" Orate pro anima D°®- Margarete Heterseti que obiit 21 Decemb. 
1397." 

*• Orate, &c. Willi. Boys, qui obt. 1 Kal. Martii 1404," &c. 

" Orate, &c. Edmi. Ward, quond. vicarii huj. eccliae/* &c, 

*' Orate, &c. Roberti Wythe Capellani," &c. 

" Orate, &c. Robi. WyUis Capellani, &c." 

Robert Elmham, Esq. was buried in the chapel of St. Thomas in 
1472. 

A slab to the memory of Henry Scarburgh, Gent., who died in 1683, 
also to Henry Scarburgh, Gent, who died in 1617, set. 66, with the 
arms, &c, 

A slab in memory of Mary, wife of Edmund Themyltborpe, Gent 
who died July 4, 1686, with his shield of arms. 

Another in memory of Henry Fuller, of North Walsham, Gent who 
died aged 84, 1704, and bis arms. 
3 
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»X. MICHOLAV' CHVKCV, IIOSTH WALSHAK, 1I0&90UI. 

. A alAb M meBMry of John Willien, Gent wbo cIM AugasiS^, X912» 
with his amt* 

This town, which is in the hundred of Tnnstead, and deanery of Blow*- 
Mif is called North Walsham in respect to its situation as to the krrel 
of the marshes^ and to South Walsham in Walsham hundred. It con* 
taiQed in the year 1811, four hundred and thirty-two inhabited houses, 
ayd a population of two thousand and thirty-fire persons. 

On the heath» beside the rcmd to Norwich, is still standing^ a stone 
eross m tolerable presenration, said, and not ira|»Dbably, to mark the 
fi^d of battle in 1381. 

We are much Indebted to the Reverend William Tti^hkt Sfar- 
DBNS^ of North Walsham, and to the Reverend William Farlkt 
WiLKiMaON, for their communications respecting this interestiaf e^Kficc. 
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die C^urcjb of Sn. 0itiolB», 

SOUTH LOPHAM, NORFOLK; 

RECTOR, 
THE REV. JAMES BARROW. 



Thb two distinct Parishes, Lopham Magna and Panra, or North 
and South, about three quarters of a mile distant, were united in onei 
ttaitor, called Lopham, so spelt in Domesday Book, and were granted by 
WilUam the Conqueror to Roger Bigod, a Norman, and Earl of Nor* 
folk, who held divers other Manors in this County, and founded the 
Abbey of Thetford, where at his death he was buried in 1107. 

William Bigod his son and heir, was steward to king Henry I., and 
perished widi that Monarch's children and others of the Nobility, by 
shipwreck, as they came from Normandy into England, in the year 1119* 

This Eari gare the Church of Lopham Parra, or South Lopham, to 
Ike Monks of Thetford, and it Was appropriated to that Abbey, with all 
iti^ appurtenances, by King Henry II. 

It is probable, says Blomefield, that there was formeriy a Cell here, 
and that the monks of Thetford served the Church for some time, which 
is the reason that it never had any institution, although the Monks quitted 
their right to the Lord of the Manor, who had a release of it from the 
Abbey, at a very eariy period, as, before the year 1340, it was taxed 
at twenty-six marks, a value that must include the whole. It was then 
added, with appurtenances, to North Lopham, the Rector of which took 
the Cure upon him from that time. 

The Church, dedicated to St Nicholas, is ancient, but the ToWer is 
the only part remaining of the original stntoture, which is supposed 
to have been erected by William, Earl of Norfolk,. in the rdgn of 
Henry 1. The Tower is square, and very large, containing a peal of 
six bells, and is evidenUy much more ancient than the body of the 
Church, which was most likely rebiult at the same time. Nicholas de 
Horton erected the present Chancel in the reign of Edward III. He 
was Rector of this parish from 1361 to the year 1381. Thomas Wode, 
Chaplain to the Duke of Norfolk, a benefactor towards building Gonville 
Hril in Cambridge, was afterwards Rector of this Parish from the year 
1446 to 1462. During the Civil War^ in tiie reign of Chartes I., Thomas 
I 
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ST. illCHOLAS CHURCH, S. LOPHAM, NORFOLK. 

EIUs obtained possessioQ of this Rectory, but was deprived, after the 
Restoration, upon the »ct for holdiqg Anajtmptistical errors, aiid for re- 
fusing to .baptise lafiuits. 

Within the Church are no remarkable monuments, but the following in- 
scriptions are mentioned by Blomefield, as then remaining in the Chan* 
eel : '' Hie jacet Dominus Willhs lirling;" 

** Orate pro animabus Rolandi Arsick Armigeri, secundi Filii Eudonis 
Arsick Militis qui Rolandus obiit \T die Feb. 1497, et Margarets 
Uxoris ejus, Filiae Tliomse Huatingfieldi de hac yilla, que quidem 
Margareta, obiit 25* die Octobris, 1486. Quorum animabus propitietur 
Deus. Amen." 

** Orate pro animabus Willi Hovell de Ashfield, Armi^ri et Eliza* 
bethie Uxoris ejus, qui quidem Willus, ob. T die Julii, 1534; QiiOlr. 
aiab« propitietur Deus* Amen." 

Robert Sauader, who Was buried in the Church in 1526, gave the 
s««& of twenty shillings towards the repair of the Steeple* Ai^ estate at 
Woftham, in Suffolk, of 80^ a year, was also given by one Pur4y tpwards 
the repairs of the Churdi ; and a messuage, bam, and sixteen acres •/ 
AreehpM latad in the Parish, were setded to repair and beautify the 
Church for ever. There were formerly two guilds in this Church, one 
dedicaAed to St John, the other to St. Peter, both were endowed with 
hnds^ which wei« taken possession of by the crown in the first year of 
BdWard VI«» bat w^re afterwards purchased by the inhabitants, together 
with a piece of ground called JLamp Acre, origmally given to maintain ^ 
\vm^ buming hi the Church, and were at length settled to the use of the 

The Honor of Clare extended to South Lo{>ham, ^ind various lands 
tttfre were formerly held of that honor. The Parish is in the Hundred 
of G^tcross, and Deanery of Rockland ; and when. Blomefield wrote, 
vi& 1730, South Lopham contained 76 dwelling houses, 95 families, an4 
470 inhabitants. In 1811, there were 81 inhabited houses, occupied by 
133 families, consisting of 751 persons. Hie neighbourhood is remark* 
able for three curiosities, or Wonders, as they were fcmnerly caUed : 
Firsts The self-grown Styk, which is a tree naturally formed to answer thn 
purpose. Second, Tke (hfoU Skme, a large pebble, bearing an impressioi| 
similar to that made by an ox's foot, but which is evidendy the exuviai 
nark of some bivalve shell, at one time imbedded 4a the fossil. Third, 
Xopkam Ford, where the sources of the fivers Waveney and Little 
Ofse, are within three yards of eatch other. The latter is a Causeway 
between the two streams, which flow in a contrary direction. The Wa* 
vonc^ runs eastward, by Scole and Bungay, to YarmouUi. The little 
Ottse sepacates this ocranfy from Suffolk, and flows by the town of 
Thetfisrd to Brattd0qi in 4 soi«lh-we^ coarse. 
2 
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WOKSTEAD, NORFOLK. 

VICAR, 
tHE REV. PETER HAKSEtl. 



In ike tinie of Edward the Confessor, the LordsMp of thie towii be- 
langed to the Alybot of Bt. Beiiet at Holme, being the gift of King C»» 
Mte, atfd is mentioned in Domesday Soke by the name of Wtitfit^O^ 
tmd^t* die possessions of that Abbot, ti^tiier witli laads, rained U 4i; 
A^re wefe at the tkne of the Ooaqneror's soryey, two churches with 
twetity-eight aares, as proTision ftxt the Monks of St Benet 

TThe Manor was then held of the Abbot by Robert, an officer of tha 
cross-bowmefi, whose son Odo, aissumed, according to the custoiti of 
that age, Hke name De Worstede, or Worsted, from ths his seal aad 
Lordship. 

The Town is sitaaled in tin Hnndied of Tonstead, twehe miles fraili 
Hk^ dty of Norwich, and twenty^one from Yarmouth, chiefly consistiiig 
of a single street. It stands cm a smaU stream rwmiBg into the Tkjfni^ 
a tributary to the Rirer Yare, and is remeikabie for being the first 
place where twisted yam was manufiictured, which obtaaned from the 
eircdttslance the name of Worsted. Wearers and workers of tint wash 
terial are mentioned in records as early as the leign of Edward III^ 
and obtained privileges in that of Richard II. ; but the town has actually 
^^tined in modem times, the market on Saturday has been long dis^ 
used, and in 1811, it contained only 108 inhabited houses, and a pop«^ 
latkm ol<>19 persons. 

The learned Henry Wharton, author of '' Anglia Sacra,'' son of the 
Reverend Edmund Wharton, Vicar of this Church, was born here, ^KTov. 
9, 1664; he displayed uncommon abilities at an early age, and com- 
menced' his career under the peitronage of Archbishop Tenison,. who 
recommended him to the Lord Arundel of Trerioe, aa tutor fcnr his soa^ 
&e ^ed 6 May, 1695, set. 80, leaving by will the greater part of Ins pro*- 
perty, *' to be disposed of to a religicws use in the Parish of Wontead, 
in which he was bom." His father, who survived him, was one of Us 
executors. 

The period of the foundation of the Church, which is dedicated to 
Saint Mary, is not recorded, but in very early times, it was a Rectory 
in the patronage of the family of the- proprietor of the Manot* Str R»* 
1 
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH, WORSTBAD, NORFOLK. 

bert de Worstead, , about the beginiiing of the reign of Henry III., 
granted the appropriation of .this .Church, to^tlje Priorj of Norwich, by 
deed without a date, and by another deed he gave them the Chapel <^ 
St Andrew, which gift was confirmed' by CardmalPandulph, Bishop 
of Norwich and Pope's Legate. The same Knight also granted them 
lands, by deed confirmed by the Abbot of Holme. 

On the dissolution of the Priory, the Manor belonging to it with the 
Rectory and the patronage of the Vicarage, were granted to the Dean 
and Chapter of Norwich, by whom it b at present held; but Sir George 
Bemey Brograve, Bart, is lay proprietor, under a lease from the Dean 
and Chapter. 

The Church, a fine specimen of architectore, is conatruoted, like k 
great many others in this and the neighbouring county of Siiffolk, (^ 
flints faced, intermixed with stone, that is to say, the walls ^ are com*: 
posed of flinty .but the quoins of the buttresses and the muUions of the 
windows, as well as .the arches, are of freestone. It c<»nsists of a N^ve, 
or body, with its north and south Abies, together wiA a beautiful Porch» 
the Tower, and a Chancel. . 

The Tower at the west end of thb Church, vide Plaike 1, b a dis- 
tingdshed feature of thye building,. and is of very beautiful proportion, 
rising to the height of four stories ; in the first is the entrance, impne? 
diately oyer which b the great west window of fmn: dirisions ; the mul- 
lions, which sustain it, ramify into a variety of minute, trac^, in th^ 
upper part, of the most pleasing description. In the. next story of th« 
Tower, within a square compartment, b a drcular wincUm^^ giving light to 
the belfry, and above, a large pointed window of two lights, diyid^d by a 
transom; the mouldings of the arch of this window are ornamented at 
regular dbtances with small paterae, of foliage, &^. In the To^wer b a 
peal of six beUs... The whole is supported by graduated buttresses at th^ 
angles, terminating in low unomamented pifinacles, each of which b 
surmounted by a vane, and the Tower is crowned with a handsome em* 
battled pan^pet; four grotesque heads at the comers convey the water 
from its roof. 

A very handsome Porch, not dissimilar, in its architecture to that at 
North Walsham, of which we have given the view^ b in the south side. 

Near the entrance, at the west end, b the Font, victe Plate 2; in form 
it is hexagonal, each of its sides elaborately sculptured in ornamental 
jpanels; the shaft, or pedestal, and the st^ps upon which it is mounted, 
are, with the exception of the lowest, adoined with the same profusion 
of sonlpture. The whole. b of most elegant proportion, and is crowned 
with a richly carved cover of florid work, in the manner of buttresses^ 
rising in a succession of pinnacles, round a centre, and terminating with 
% curiousfinial. The use of the cover has been noticed in our description 
of tl|e Font at North Walsham, it may now be observed^ that the ce^ 
2 
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ST. mart's eHimCH, WORSXSADy NO&VOLK^ 

FemODy of Baptism was origiiiaUy perfOTmed by total iaunerstODi and 
those Fonts, which claim the greatest antiqiiityy are deep and circular ; 
where taste and elegance unite in their forms, as in the preseiit subject, 
the age must be ascribed to a comparatively mod^n period of history. 

Over the west door b a gallery with the following inscription, upon 
a fiUet,' represented as twined round a portion of the caiVed woik with 
which it is adorned. 

^^ teetft tea^ mane m ^ pet tit <00ti mtttttl at pe propj^ co^t 
tl tie ca'tell* tt ttjt ciptcje trf ©otj^ttdt taHpti p* ba^Het^ Ipte, ^ 
BOD p'^ttbt W all tje b'n'factotj^ of ?• #ame, note f^ tV mf. Cijan 
tear Ijusffao'tij^, Ctp^tofpc iita't* gietop 5&ep» 

From the body of the Church, this gallery with the west window over 
it, is seen to the greatest advantage, and in front stands the beautiful 
Font, with its fine spiral cover, which appears particnlariy elegant ; the 
whole of the interior is remarkably neat, and it should be notieed, thai 
the aisles are not incumbered with galleries, which almost always dis- 
figure the edifices where they are introduced, and destroy the graceful 
propottions of the architecture. 

The Chancel is separated from the body of the Church by a very fine 
open screen, adorned with curious delineations of early saints of the 
Church, bearing the date of 1412, which marks the time of its erection. ' 

The painting of this screen has been objected to, upon account of the 
iqilendid coloring not being now in harmony with the calm tints of the 
stone, and the present simplicity of the rest of the building; but it must 
be remarked, that the colours are imitated from the andent part <rf the 
screen, still preserved ; and it is more than probable, that when it was 
originally erected, the ample windows were adorned with stained ^lass, 
if not the walls with legendary paintings, which would of course pro- 
duce a combination of effect in perfect unison. The inscr^ition on a 
scroll upon the screen is as follows : 

<&tm et . . . . ujp' em^ qai I)Oc opuj^ fieri teeernnt 

q[uar' a'^ab^jc^ pptciet^ oen^ amen. 4&uoo opu^ factum t^t et finitnm 
anno ti'ni miKe^imo qtuaocfse^tei^imo DuoDectmOt cnf i$tt gloria lanij 
ionor et amen. 

The Chancel was built in th^ 2nd year of the ^eign of Richard II., 
at which time the Prior of Norwich granted thurteen oaks out of 

* Candli, a frequent ofieiing to thje Ghuich m anfi^tinMi. The constant maintenance 
of Ijghts at a par^ular altar was provided for, either by the legacies of the departed, or by 
a guild, or fraternity, vhich \a this case seems to have consiBted wl^Uy of bachelors, and 
the husbands or treasurers of the fund, at the ^e of the erection of 'the gallery, to have 
been Christopher Rant and Jdkry Dey. 

Ceragium, or wixshot, was the term used fctr money eiqtended in church lights. 
3 
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH, WORSTKAB^ NORFOLK. 

Phimstead Wood, ami tknber also out of St Leonard's Wood, towards 
its completioD. Upon the floor are still aome inlaid brasses re m a iniiig . 
with inscriptions, as . 

Hie jacet d'nus Joh'es Yop quonda* lector ecd'ie de Boton cuj' ai'e p*ficl Dens. 

AmexL 
Orate p' ai'a Xpofm Ra't et Joanne uz* ej' qiu obiit 11 die Jannarii AnnaD'ni 

MCCCCCXXXVIIl. 

Thisappears to belong to the same person who was instrumental in erect- 
ing the gallery at the west end of the Church. 

Another inscription runs thus, conyeying but an intricate meaning in 
consequence of its mutilation. 

Hie lapis in panais, Spicer tenet oata Johannis. 
Qui qua . . « domino pius X L et Mo meat Anno* 

At the east end of the north aisle was formerly a Chapel, dedicated to 
St John the Baptist; part of the altar, and the. frame-work of a paint- 
ing which represented the decollation of that Saint, together with other 
curious portions of the ancient Chapel, still remain, and were repaired 
in 1823; as was also the Chancel screen, at the expense of Wharton's 
benefaction. 

Sir. Robert Camownde, a Priest, was buried in 1482 in the Chapel 
of St John.. . 

In the Chancel are several monuments to members of the family, of 
Beniey of Waxham, ancestors of Sir George Bemey Brograve, Bart. oC 
Worstead JEJouse. . 

l^re are also remaining the following ancient inscribed. brasses, m^ 

O^te p' a'i'a Johis Albastyr qui obiit xxiy die Sept Anno D*m mcccccxx cuj' 
a'i'e p'pieiet deus Amen. Orate pro a'i'a Agnetis Albastyr que obiit A® D'm 
* ' MCccccxxiY eujus a'i'e p'pieiet deus amen. 

Orate pro aVa Thome Whatt, wyrsted wevyr, qui obiit xv^ die Augusti iicccocvi 

euj' a'i'e p'pieiet deus amen. 
Orate pro A'i'ab's Johannis Glover et Isabelle ux ej' qui ob xxi die menais De- 
ceoib.Anno D'ni M^* D** quor* a'i'ab p'pieiet deus i 



Pormerly there was a Chapel, in the Parish but at some distaiice from 
the Church, dedicated to Saint Andrew; the Rents of Assize belonging to 
which in the year 1256, were given to the Vicar, together with the Obla- 
tions,, when .the Vicar was to keep in repair, and find all the ornaments 
for the said ChapeL; The chief of these Altur.Oblationsiiwere small 
sums paid for sayug masses, and other prayers for the souls of the 
deceased. Agnes, the widow of Richard Watts, was buried in St. An- 
drew's Chapel, in the year 1629, and by will contributed to the repair of 
it at that period, but it is now totally demolished. She also gave lands 
to find two lamps in the Church for ever, if the King^s laws wiU permit. 
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GREAT YARMOUTH, NORFOLK; 

PSRPBTUAL CURATE^ 
THE REV.. RICHARD TBRNER, B. D. 



The ancient town of Great Yarmouth, which deriyes its naoie firQia it3 
situation at the mouth of the Kiver Yare, and containing at pcesent a 
population of upwards of 18,000 persons, forms only one parish; the. 
Church, one of the largest in the kiagdom, . The offiginal foundation of 
the Church is attributed to Herbert de LoeiBga, the first Bishop of Nor- 
wich, in the reign of William Kufuft, who appropriated it to the Prior, 
and Monks of the Holy Trinity, at Norwich, who had formerly a cell 
here. It is a perpetual curacy, with the iqppropriation of great and 
small tithes, and at the dissolution the patronage deyolTed to the Dean. 
and Chapter of Norwich, with whom it now remains. 

There is no part of the present building that can be assigned ta.the 
early period of Bishop Herbert, in whose time the circular arch and 
massive shafts shewed the remote connexion of the Norman architect 
ture with the works of the Romans, but the most ancient parts of tbis^ 
Church may be readily assigned to the year 1250, the 35th of HeBiy 
III., when the structure is recorded to have been greatly enlargedt 
and was at that time most probably rebuilt, as in the following year 
it was dedicated to St. Nicholas, a personage held in the greatest 
repute by mariners, from the circunustance of his prayers having pre- 
served the ship, in which he sailed to the Holy Land, from a storm thi^ 
threatened its destruction. The noble and interesting edifice is situated 
near the north entrance of the town, by the Norwich road ; and although 
it has undergone many injudicious repairs, when considered in regard to 
its appearance and external eifect, it still retains the characteristic fea^ 
tures of the architecture of the reign of Henry III. The building qom^ 
prises, in its plan, a nave and two aisles, which latter are larger in re- 
gard to height and breadth than the body^ but do not extend so buf 
eastward ; the greatest length of the Churchy from east to west, is tw^ 
hundred and thirty feet, and the litrQadth, inclttding the aisles^ is on# 
hundred and eight feet 

Plate T. rejj^esents the South-west View of the Chui^b, wttb the 
South-east Porch^ wd I\uosj^t At the west end are four buttresses, 
pr octaqguliir towQrf, tj^^. ^the e;ilprciiiity» ornamented at the uppev 
part with a trefoil-headQ4 pw^ Mfo^ ea<sh face, and risci into plain 
IHiUiad^SiViliount^dlQri^ail^^lo^ The western Windows are not 
I 
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«T. NICHOLAS CHURCH, GREAT tARMOUTH» HORPOLK. 

regular in form, or has their tracery been very carefully preserved; 
otherwise, from its extent, this front would have a striking i4[>pearance. 
A very great detriment to it, is the accumulation of earth in die church- 
yard, the threshold of the door being now about six feet below the sur- 
face. 

Hie principal entrance to the Church, b by the south-east door, beneath 
the large window of the cross able, or transept The extreme angles of 
thb transept are supported, like tiiose at tiie west end, by graduated but- 
tresses, terminating in towers and pinnacles, between them b a hand- 
some window, divided by mullions into compartments, which in the upper 
part are multiplied and diversified in their form* The three windows 
dn the south side of the Church, which are shewn in Plates 1 and 2,, 
are various in their tracery, without being uniform in their appearance^ 
the centre is the most ornamented ; they were formerly filled with painted 
glass, of which not a vestige now remains. At the intersection of the 
transepts with the nave, rises the Tower, which is now embattled, but 
was originally decorated with pmnades; it demands attention a» the 
oldest part of the present structure ; it b surmounted by a spire, erected 
in the year 1807, useful and conspicuous as a sea-mark. The height of 
the old spire was 186 feet, somewhat higher than the present, and was 
of wood, covered with lead, which having been injured from the shrink-' 
ing of the timber, or from the effect of lightning in 1683, was crooked in 
its appearance, and was at length taken down in tiie year 1803, and 
after a survey by William Wilkins, Esq. of Cambridge, the tower was 
repaired and the spire rebuilt; that and the ball are now covered with 
copper tinned. The Tower contains a peal of ten bells, esteemed ex- 
ceedingly harmonious. From the top of the Tower b a very fine pano- 
ramic view of the busy town and its beautifrd environs. Here are seen 
the mazy windings of the Rivers TVaveney and Yare, together with die 
the Bure, or North Blver; swelling into an immense lake, the Braydon 
Water ; and turning towards the ocean, the eye commands a vast extent 
of beach, with the Jetty, Nelson's Column, and numerous vesseb pur- 
suing their course from the northern ports to London, or lying at andior 
in the roads. 

A very considerable sum was expended upon a general repair of the 
Church, under an act of parliament passed for that purpose, 9th of June, 
1806, when the south side and west end were restored, under tiie direc- 
tion of trustees, tiie principal of whom was Sir Edmund Knowles Imt 
con, Bart 

Plate II. is a view of tiie Choir, or Preaching Place, looking east, 
and taken below the Organ Galleryl That fsxt of ttieOhurch which ex- 
tends to the west of tiie Tower forms, with the Abies on each side, a 
spacious Choir, having an appearance of much grandeur. 

The Oeilingb ancient, and paneMed in compartments, at die intersections 
2 
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8T. NICHOLAS CHURCH, ORKAT YARMOtTH, N0RF6lK. 

of which are bosses, containing coats of arms, and various emblems and 
devices, carved. The whole has been painted to represent dark marble 
veined with white; and although tolerably executed, is a very injudicious 
coloring for what should always appear light and airy. Would it not 
have been much better to have adhered to tiie ancient design, which is 
still to be seen in tiie roof of the north aisle, where the small moulded 
ribs and bosses are painted a light color, and the panels studded with 
gilded cmquefoils, radiated like stars. 

The Pulpit b at the soutii-west end of tiie choir, and adjoining to it» 
on tiie same level, is the Vicar's Pew, inclosed with a screen, and as- 
cended by a staircase from the cross aisle; the whole is of singular con- 
struction, and is undoubtedly of the age of Elizabeth, or James I. 

The Beading-desk and Clerk's Pew are opposite to the Pulpit, 
on die north-west The Communion-table being apart from the Choir, 
every part of divioe service is read here. 

On the south side b the Alderman's Gallery, at the west end of 
which, near the Pulpit, b the seat of the Mayor, under a canopy sup- 
ported by four fluted columns, ornamented with gilding, &c, over it the 
royal arms. The access to this seat is through the Gallery, over which^ 
between the windows on the south wall, are the armorial ensigns of Sir 
William Paston, Knt, 163d, Argeniy tixfleurs de Us azure, and a chief 
indenied or, with supporters and cre9t; under which is this inscription ^ 

Hit lumt stand tot, whose workes of diarity shall speake bis praise,, though 
he in dust doth iy. 
Mongit many moie good deedes w«^ he hath done» 
Yannottth doth ^knowledge this for to be oiie» 
That he gave to their pore a pound a 7eere> 
For ever to continue, as it doth appeare. 

Sir W. Paston gave out of the Rectory of Caistor eight pounds per an- 
numi to be dbposed of by the Bailiffs of the Poor for ever. At the west 
end of the Gallery is the arms of Sir Samuel Tryon, Knt., 1615, azure, 
a feu crenelle between tix extoiles, argent, inscribed, 

ibtt ibamutl CrponjS arttus are jflat'i ittt^ 
Si fiinb iatl\^\ni^]}tt to one Harmonti) l^tztt. 

IN MSMORIAM BBNBFACT0BI8 MUNXFICI. 

Between tiiese painted coats, and about the centre of the Gallery, is a 
marble tablet, bearing the arms of the town : " Erected by the Corpo- 
ration, as a tribute of gratitude to the memory of £dward Wames, Clk., 
B^ctor of Lammas, with Great and Little Hautboys, for his liberal do- 
oatiottof an estate at Thrigby to the Corporation, for the use of the 
poor of this town for ever. He departed this life the 27th of Decem- 
ber, 1700, aged 87 years, and lies interred in tiie Church at Thrigby." 

On tiie north side of the Choir is another Gallery, erected by Mr. 
John Puller, and Rachael, his wife, in 1705, at the expense of 1201., for 
the benefit of the Fishermen's Hospital in this town, when two pillars. 
3 
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ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH, OBBAT TAlUfOUTH, NOSVOLK* - 

of the nave were actaally remored to admit li|^ to this Odkry, wfank 
in itself disfigures the appearance of the Church considerably. 

The Organ, at the west end of this Church, is said to exceed in esM* 
lence of tone and power every instrument of the kind in Europe, exeepl 
that at Haerlem. It was originally erected in 1733, bat was rqpamd 
by England in 1812, and consists of three parts, friz, ^e Great Organ, 
|he Choir Organ, and the Swell, together with two octaves of pedal 
pipes. It stands in a Gallery, supported by four Done odumiMk 

At the north-west end of the middle usle is the Font, rused upon three 
steps; it is octangular, and is covered by an ornamented pyromidiflol 
wooden top, painted and gilt 

Plate lU. represents the spacious east end of die Church, caHed the 
New Chancel; the view is token from the south-west, and shews the 
large south-east window. Over the Communion-table is painted the 
Decalogue, the Lord's Prayer, and Creed; the whole inclosed by a 
wooden balustrade. Hiis part of the Church measures in extent firom 
cast to west 57 feet, and 108 feet from nordi to south ; but is only used 
at the time of administering the sacrament, and for tiie celebration of 
marriage. 

Befcnre tiie Reformation, this Church, like most others in the king* 
dom, had its Holy Eood, or Crucifix, with tiie figures of Mary and 
John. Swinden's account of this, in his History of Yarmouth, is «»- 
rious and interesting to the admirers of Church antiquities. " In tfie 
east end of the middle aisle stands ^e Communion Table, where for- 
merly stood the Great, or High Altar, and over it a loft or perch, call- 
ed the Rood Loft, erected by Robert de Haddesco, Prior of St Olave's, 
in 1370, and ornamented with curious decorations and devices at his own 
cost and charges. It is called * Opus pretiosum circa magnum altare,' 
and by means of illumination with lamps and candles, the whole ap- 
peared exceeding splendid and solemn. These lights before the altars, 
in ancient times, were, with great care and expense, constantly main- 
tained, and had always a custos or warden appointed to superintend 
them; and so zealous were the ancients to maintain these lights, that 
very few wills were made wherein some legacy was not given to this 
illumination." 

Between the High Altar, and the east wall, was formerly a space of 
about nine feet, which was used as a vestry in later times ; it was after* 
wards converted to a Charnel-house, but in the year 1783, the east watt 
was removed, and a window substituted, immediatdy at the back of 
the Communion Table. The two pointed windows on eadi side ttis 
part of tiie Chancel, are amongst die oldest portions of the building, 
and are evidently of the sera of Henry IIL 

'< The Prior of St. Olave, besides what is before mentioned, built, in 
the east end of this Church, a neat Chapel, and dedicated it to theljiiy 
of Ameburgh, which was standing in 1545, and on the north side liMreof 
4 
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ST. NICHOLAS CHyRCH* C^RSAT TARMOUTfi, NORFOLK. 

VB8 erected a fine Organ, A^d to the Iresl of it, the Ohohry {iiniished 
with eight priestSy who were seat firofii Norwich^ luid resided here under 
Ih6 Prior, and composed a Choir till the Dissolution. So numerons 
were the Chapels in Ais Church, in the reign of Edward III., that, 
ihongfa the buUding is spacious, it was thought advantageous to erect a 
aew edifice at the west end^ which was called the new work, and in- 
tended as an additional aisle to the Church; but by reasoo of the great 
plague in 1340, when te less than 7,052 persons died in this town, it was 
never completed. Each of these Chapels had an Image, Altar, Light, 
&G., which were chiefly supported by a company called a Gruild, who 
had land, tenements, money, goods, plate, and other utensils bdong- 
ing to them, and were all dissolved, except the Merchant's Guild, ^ 
d7th Henry YllV—Swmdem. 

At the disisolution of religious houses, when an inventory of the or* 
naments belonging to this ehurch was taken, amongst other things are 
mentioned eleven tunicles, the gift of Sir John Fastolie, Knt. ; a silver 
temple, weighing 168 oz.; and some of the oil of St. Nicholas, a sacred 
relic, the g^ft of one of the prions. 

In this part of the Church, called the New Chancel, on the northneast, 
bdiind the seats, which are continued round the greater part> is a triple 
niche and piscina, and on the north side a very curious doorway, con- 
sisting of a flat Tudor arch, with a moulding all around, enriched with 
quatrefoils and shields alternately. In the spandrils are an angel cens- 
ing, upon one side, and a priest kneeling before a cross, which is radiated, 
on the other. Over the centre of the arch is a sculptured shield charged 
with a chevron nebule between three demy seals, and surmounted by a 
helmet and mantling, but the crest is broken off. 

Here are many handsome modem mural monuments of marble^ with 
inscriptions dictated apparently by filial piety, and a proper regard to 
the memory of deceased relatives ; but all the monumental brasses, by 
an order of assembly in 1551, were torn from the marbles in which 
they were bedded, and were delivered to the Bailiffs of the town for the 
purpose of casting them into weights and measures for the use of the 
inhabitants ; an act of spoliation which we are really grieved to record. 
The oldest monumental inscription now in the Church is dated 1620. 

Plate lY. is a view of the North Aisle, or Old Chancel, as it is called, 
from the east end near the base of the Tower. At the time this Church 
was under the Prior of Norwich, it appears from Swinden's History of 
Yarmouth, that three Parish Chaplains and one Deacon usually offi- 
ciated here, and were supported by the Priory at Norwich ; for in the 
reign of Henry VI. twenty shillings were paid by the Prior to the town 
as a compensation for the temporary want of a Parish Chaplain and a 
Deacon. 

Thb part of the Church was formerly open to the Choir, but about 
forty years since the screen at the baqk of Fuller's Gallery, to which 
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ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH, GREAT YARMOUTH, NORFOLlC^ 

the stairs, seen on the left of the View, Plate 4, lead, was greeted for 
the greater accommodation of the congregation, and this aisle is at pre- 
sent disused, except as a place of sepulture. In the wall on the nordi 
side, near the east end, b a very handsome arched monument of free- 
stone, ornamented with crockets and pinnacles, apparently about Ae age 
of Edward III. Within this arch is a slab of Purbeck marble, of mudi 
older date : it is of taper form, and is sculptured with a cross of eight 
points, each terminating in a trefoil, and is undoubtedly the memorial of 
some former chaplain. 

Against this wall is a small tablet to the memory of Henry Swinden, 
the historian of this town, who died 11th January, 1772, set 55, erected 
by John Ives, F.S.A.; there are also three mural monuments to the 
family of England, arms, gules, three Umupaudnt, or, and others to those 
of Symonds, arms, sable, a do^hm embawed, argent, and of Preiston, 
a family which still flourishes in the town, arms, ermine, an a chief tfi- 
dented nMe, three crescents, or. At the west end of this Aisle or Chan- 
cel, is a fine window of three divisions, and a Chamber Vestry, the large 
tablets on the outside contain lists of benefactions to the Charity- 
school, and are surmounted by a figure of Charity, and a boy and girl. 
Over the entrance is a square stone, with the arms of the town. Anno 
Domini, 1050. 

THOMAS FELI8TSAD, 
♦ ♦ ' .♦ ♦ 

BATUFS. 

HENRY MOULTON, 

BICHASD BETTS, 

CHUBCHWABDENS. 

The other name was that of William Burton, which was ordered to be 
erased at Ae Restoration. 

In this Vestry is a collection of about two hundred ancient volumes, 
and a very curious and singular library-table, or Reading-desk, contain- 
ing six shelves, which reVolTC upon an axis, and, by a mechanical con- 
struction, preserve their level, presenting alternately the various volumes 
for consultation with the. greatest ease. 

At Ae east end, against the wall of the transept, is a marble monu- 
ment to Sir William Gooch, Bart., who died 17th December, 1751. 
Arms, party per pale, argent and sable, a chevron between three taXbots 
passant, counterchanged, on a chief gules, three leopards' heads, or. Crest, 
a taWot passant, per pale, argent and sable. Motto, Fide et tdrtute. 

The principal entrance to the Church-yard, which contains about six 
acres, is^by a handsome iron Grateway, at Ihe end of an avenue of limes 
leading from the Market-place ; but on the west side is a very curious 
mutilated brick Gateway, of the time of Charles I., which deserves to 
be restored to its pristine form. On Ihe north and east sides of the 
Church-yard are the remains of the old town walls. 
6 
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